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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

ES.1 INTRODUCTION

This Environmental Impact Report (EIR) is prepared in accordance with the California Environmental Quality
Act (CEQA) to inform decision makers, representatives of affected and responsible agencies, the public, and other
interested parties of the potential environmental effects that may result from implementation of the Paso Verde K-
8 School, also referred to in this EIR as “the proposed project.” This document is prepared in conformance with
CEQA (California Public Resources Code, Section 21000, et seq.) and the CEQA Guidelines (California Code of
Regulations, Title 14, Section 15000, et seq.).

ES.2 PROJECT SUMMARY

Following is a summary of the context and setting of the proposed project, along with a project description.

ES.2.1 PROJECT SETTING

The project site is located on an approximately 34-acre property north of Del Paso Road, directly west of the
Westlake residential development, in the Natomas area of unincorporated Sacramento County (Exhibit 2-1). The
site is bordered on the north and west by a parcel that is adjacent to the Reclamation District (RD) No. 1000 West
Drainage Canal and on the east by a 200-foot wide parcel adjacent to the City limits of the city of Sacramento.
The site is located approximately 1 mile east of the Sacramento River. Historically, the site has been used for
agricultural crop production, including wheat, barley, and rice. Agricultural lands are to the north, residential
development to the east (the Westlake development), fallow agricultural lands on the directly adjacent parcel to
the south with residential further to the south (Natomas Central development - across Del Paso Road), and habitat
conservation lands managed by The Natomas Basin Conservancy (TNBC) to the west (across the West Drainage
Canal).

ES.2.2 PROJECT DESCRIPTION

NUSD is proposing to construct and operate the Paso Verde School on the project site (Exhibit 2-4). Detailed
design of the school and site will be completed during 2017 and 2018, construction will occur from April 2019 to
July 2020 (or 2021), and the school will open in the fall of 2020 or 2021. The school would have a footprint of
approximately 18.3 acres and would accommodate up to approximately 1,000 students in grades K-8. The
remaining approximately 15.6 acres would not be developed, but would be maintained with low lying vegetation
for fire abatement (9.1 acres would not be developed when the detention area is removed from this calculation).
At this time, the site plan anticipates approximately 40 percent landscaped space and 60 percent buildings and
hardscape.

The school will have approximately 82,000 square feet of total building space. The school will have 40
classrooms with 2 special education spaces, along with a classroom for music and a classroom for art. There will
be offices for the principal and vice principal, space for administrative support, a multi-purpose/gymnasium, a
counseling/psychology office and workspace, and a teacher lounge and workspace. The grounds will include an
internal quad, hardcourts, and playing fields. The academic program will be focused on science, technology,
engineering, arts, and mathematics (STEAM). The school will have approximately 40 teachers and 20 staff,
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including a principal, a vice principal, administrative assistants, counselors, psych, speech, librarian, health
assistant, custodians, cafeteria, campus monitors.

The school will operate from 8:00 in the morning until 3:00 in the afternoon, with some after-school activities
occurring outside these hours. There is no outdoor lighting proposed for the sports fields, but the
pedestrian/bicycle/emergency access to the east will be lit for security.

ES.3 PROJECT OBJECTIVES

NUSD and the City of Sacramento have been planning for a new school west of I-5 for many years. The City
identified the need for a high school site west of 1-5 and described a projected need for a 40-acre high school site
in the 2008 Draft North Natomas Community Plan (adopted 2009). However, a specific site was not identified.
Concurrent with the City’s land use planning efforts, NUSD identified a 41-acre property north of Del Paso Road
and west of El Centro Road and investigated its potential purchase.’ The project was originally envisioned as a
high school. However, as noted, the project was put on hold because of concerns regarding levee safety in the
Natomas Basin and a decision by the FEMA in 2008 to change the area’s flood zone designation to (AE), which
corresponds to the 100-year floodplain. This change required extensive flood-proofing of new structures and
effectively stopped projects that were not issued building permits before the change took effect. Since then, the
SAFCA completed levee improvements along the Sacramento River east levee and Natomas Cross Canal. With
SAFCA’s initial levee improvements completed and the housing market recovering, development has resumed in
the Natomas Basin and within NUSD’s service boundary. As a result, NUSD’s enrollment has increased, area
schools are overcrowded, and NUSD has a pressing need for a new school to serve the area west of I-5. Since the
purchase of the property, however, the immediate need is for K-8 capacity, rather than a high school, as originally
envisioned.

The primary objectives for the proposed Paso Verde School project are as follows:

» Meet the educational needs of up to approximately 1,000 NUSD in grades K-8 students.

» Meet NUSD’s geographical needs for additional schools within its service boundary and west of I-5.
» Slow enrollment growth at nearby overcrowded elementary and middle schools.

» Provide safe and efficient school site access for students and NUSD staff.

ES.4 PERMITS AND OTHER APPROVALS

The California Environmental Quality Act (“CEQA?”), Public Resources Code sections 21000 et seq., requires that
lead agencies consider the environmental consequences of projects over which they have discretionary authority
prior to taking action on those projects. This Environmental Impact Report (EIR) has been prepared to satisfy
CEQA and the CEQA Guidelines, Title 14 of the California Code of Regulations, Chapter 3, Section 15000 et
seq.

An EIR is a public informational document designed to provide decision makers and the public with an analysis
of the environmental effects of a proposed project, to indicate possible ways to reduce or avoid significant effects,
and to describe reasonable alternatives to a project. An EIR must also disclose significant environmental impacts

1 Since that time, NUSD’s needs have changed such that a K-8 rather than a high school is the immediate need.
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that cannot be avoided; growth-inducing impacts; effects not found to be significant; and significant cumulative
impacts associated with past, present, and reasonably foreseeable probable future projects.

Approval of the proposed project requires discretionary action by the NUSD. Pursuant to CEQA Section 21067,
the lead agency means “the public agency which has the principal responsibility for carrying out or approving a
project which may have a significant effect upon the environment.” As lead agency, the NUSD has the
responsibility for, among other things, preparing and certifying an EIR that analyzes the potential environmental
impacts of the proposed project; identifying feasible mitigation measures that could avoid or minimize significant
environmental impacts; describing and analyzing feasible alternatives; adopting findings with regard each
significant effect; providing a Statement of Overriding Considerations for all environmental impacts that cannot
be mitigated to a less-than-significant level; and adopting a Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program to
ensure that all required mitigation measures are implemented.

Several agencies may serve as responsible and trustee agencies pursuant to Sections 15381 and 15386 of the
CEQA Guidelines. These agencies may include, but are not limited to the following.

» U.S. Army Corps of Engineers — Clean Water Act Section 404 Nationwide Permit
» U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service — Endangered Species Act Section 7 consultation

» Regional Water Quality Control Board — Clean Water Act Section 401 Water Quality Certification, Section
402 National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System, Stormwater General Permit

» California Department of Fish and Wildlife — California Fish and Game Code Section 1600 Streambed
Alteration Agreement, California Endangered Species Act compliance

» California Department of Education/Division of State Architect — final school site and design approval (per
California Education Code Section 17213)

» Caltrans Division of Aeronautics — consultation with CDE on proximity to Sacramento International Airport

» California Department of Toxic Substances Control — review of preliminary endangerment assessment and
Phase | Environmental Site Assessment (ESA) (complete)

» Sacramento County — grading permit and plan check for off-site infrastructure.
» SASD and SRCSD - approval of plans for providing sewer service.

» City of Sacramento — approval to provide water service outside City limits (pursuant to Sacramento City Code
Section 13.04.400), review of a water study to the for proposed connections to the City’s water system,
encroachment permit for the proposed service connections, easement to the City for access and maintenance
of City water meters, approval of the City’s Director of Utilities to provide irrigation water.

» Airport Land Use Commission (ALUC) for Sacramento, Sutter, Yolo and Yuba counties — finding of
consistency with the Sacramento International Airport Land Use Compatibility Plan. This determination was
made in June of 2018 (Chew, pers. comm., 2018).
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» Reclamation District 1000 (RD 1000) — approval of use of an existing outfall to RD 1000’s West Drainage
Canal.

ES.5 SUMMARY OF IMPACTS AND MITIGATION MEASURES

Table ES-1 summarizes the impacts, mitigation measures, and resulting level of significance after mitigation for
the relevant environmental issue areas evaluated for the proposed project. The table is intended to provide an
overview. Narrative discussions for the issue areas are included in the corresponding section of this EIR.
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Table ES-1.
Summary of Project Impacts and Mitigation Measures
Significance Significance
Impacts Before Mitigation Measures After
Mitigation Mitigation
3.1 AESTHETICS
3.1-1. Adversely Affect a Scenic Vista or S No feasible mitigation measures are available. SuU
Degrade the Existing Visual Character or
Quality of the Project Site
3.1-2. Light and Glare and Skyglow PS 3.1-2: Prepare and Implement a Lighting Plan LTS
Effects To reduce impacts associated with light and glare, NUSD shall prepare and implement a lighting
plan for the proposed project that includes the following elements:
¢ Shield or screen lighting fixtures to direct the light downward and prevent light spill on
adjacent properties.
¢ Place and shield or screen flood and area lighting needed for security so as not to disturb
adjacent residential areas and passing motorists.
o Light fixtures that are of unusually high intensity or brightness (e.g., harsh mercury vapor,
low-pressure sodium, or fluorescent bulbs) or that blink or flash, shall not be used. LED
lighting shall be used where feasible.
e Motion-controlled exterior nighttime lighting, rather than lighting that is always on, shall be
used where feasible.
e Use appropriate building materials (such as low-glare glass, low-glare building glaze or
finish, neutral, earth-toned colored paint and roofing materials), shielded or screened lighting,
and appropriately shielded lighting for signage, to prevent light and glare from adversely
affecting adjacent housing and motorists on nearby roadways.
3.2 AGRICULTURAL RESOURCES
3.2-1. Conflicts with Existing Off-Site LTS No mitigation measure is required. LTS
Agricultural Operations that Could
Result in the Conversion of Farmland to
Non-Agricultural Use
3.3 AIR QUALITY
3.3-1. Potential Generation of Temporary, PS 3.3-1a: Implement the SMAQMD Basic Construction Emission Control Practices LTS

Short-Term, Construction-Related
Emissions of Criteria Pollutants and
Precursors

NUSD shall require that the construction contractor comply with Basic Construction Emission
Control Practices identified by the SMAQMD and listed below or as they may be updated in the
future:

o Water all exposed surfaces two times daily. Exposed surfaces include, but are not limited to
soil piles, graded areas, unpaved parking areas, staging areas, and access roads.

NI=No Impact « LTCC=Less than Cumulatively Considerable « LTCS=Less than Cumulatively Significant « LTS=Less than Significant « PS=Potentially Significant « S=Significant « SU=Significant and Unavoidable
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Table ES-1.

Summary of Project Impacts and Mitigation Measures

Impacts

Significance
Before
Mitigation

Mitigation Measures

Significance
After
Mitigation

e Cover or maintain at least two feet of free board space on haul trucks transporting soil, sand,
or other loose material on the site. Any haul trucks that would be traveling along freeways or
major roadways should be covered.

e Use wet power vacuum street sweepers to remove any visible track out mud or dirt onto
adjacent public roads at least once a day. Use of dry powered sweeping is prohibited.

e Limit vehicle speeds on unpaved roads to 15 miles per hour (mph).

o All roadways, driveways, sidewalks, parking lots to be paved should be completed as soon as
possible. In addition, building pads should be laid as soon as possible after grading unless
seeding or soil binders are used.

e Minimize idling time either by shutting equipment off when not in use or reducing the time of
idling to 5 minutes [required by California Code of Regulations, Title 13, sections 2449(d)
and 2485]. Provide clear signage that posts this requirement for workers at the entrances to
the site.

¢ Maintain all construction equipment in proper working condition according to manufacturer’s
specifications. The equipment must be checked by a certified mechanic and determine to be
running in proper condition before it is operated.

3.3-1b: Implement the SMAQMD Enhanced Exhaust Control Practices

NUSD shall require that the construction contractor adheres to the following SMAQMD
Enhanced Exhaust Control Practices as listed below, or as they may be updated in the future,
which are shown to be effective in reducing NOx emissions:

e Submit to SMAQMD a comprehensive inventory of all off-road construction equipment,
equal to or greater than 50 horsepower, that would be used an aggregate of 40 or more hours
during any portion of the construction project. The inventory shall include the horsepower
rating, engine production year, and projected hours of use for each piece of equipment. The
inventory shall be updated and submitted monthly throughout the duration of the project,
except that an inventory shall not be required for any 30-day period in which no construction
activity occurs.

e Provide a plan, for approval by SMAQMD, demonstrating that the heavy-duty (50
horsepower [hp] or more) off-road vehicles to be used in the construction project, including
owned, leased, and subcontractor vehicles, will achieve a project wide fleet-average of 20%
NO reduction and 45% particulate reduction compared to the most current California Air
Resources Board (ARB) fleet average that exists at the time of construction. SMAQMD’s
Construction Mitigation Calculator can be used to identify an equipment fleet that achieves
this reduction.

LTS

NI=No Impact « LTCC=Less than Cumulatively Considerable « LTCS=Less than Cumulatively Significant « LTS=Less than Significant « PS=Potentially Significant « S=Significant « SU=Significant and Unavoidable
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Table ES-1.

Summary of Project Impacts and Mitigation Measures

Impacts

Significance
Before
Mitigation

Mitigation Measures

Significance
After
Mitigation

e Acceptable options for reducing emissions may include use of late-model engines, low-
emission diesel products, alternative fuels, engine retrofit technology, after-treatment
products, and/or other options as they become available.

o At least 4 business days prior to the use of heavy-duty off-road equipment, the project
representative shall provide SMAQMD with the anticipated construction timeline including
start date, and name and phone number of the project manager and on-site foreman.

e Ensure that emissions from all off-road diesel powered equipment do not exceed 40 percent
opacity for more than three minutes in any one hour. Any equipment found to exceed 40
percent opacity (or Ringelmann 2.0) shall be repaired immediately. Non-compliant equipment
shall be documented and a summary provided to the lead agency and SMAQMD monthly. A
visual survey of all in-operation equipment shall be made at least weekly, and a monthly
summary of the visual survey results shall be submitted throughout the duration of the project,
except that the monthly summary shall not be required for any 30-day period in which no
construction activity occurs. The monthly summary shall include the quantity and type of
vehicles surveyed as well as the dates of each survey.

o SMAQMD staff and/or other officials may conduct periodic site inspections to determine
compliance.

3.3-1c: Use Current Phase Equipment for all Construction Off-Road Vehicles and
Equipment

NUSD shall require that the construction contractor use current phase off-road construction
vehicles and equipment (currently Tier 4) for construction-related activities.

LTS

3.3-2. Generation of Long-Term
Operational Emissions of Criteria
Pollutants and Precursors

LTS

No mitigation measure is required.

LTS

3.3-3. Generation of Local Mobile-Source
CO Emissions

LTS

No mitigation measure is required.

LTS

3.3-4. Exposure of Sensitive Receptors to
Toxic Air Contaminant Emissions

LTS

No mitigation measure is required.

LTS

3.3-5. Exposure of Sensitive Receptors to
Objectionable Odors

LTS

No mitigation measure is required.

LTS

NI=No Impact « LTCC=Less than Cumulatively Considerable « LTCS=Less than Cumulatively Significant « LTS=Less than Significant « PS=Potentially Significant « S=Significant « SU=Significant and Unavoidable
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Table ES-1.
Summary of Project Impacts and Mitigation Measures
Significance Significance
Impacts Before Mitigation Measures After
Mitigation Mitigation
34 BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES
3.4-1. Impacts on Special-Status Species PS 3.4-1a: Implement Avoidance and Minimization Measures to Protect Giant Garter Snake LTS

NUSD will implement the following applicable standard avoidance and minimization measures
contained in the Programmatic Consultation with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers? and
adapted for this project, listed below.

Programmatic Avoidance and Minimization Measures
¢ Confine movement of heavy equipment to existing roadways to minimize habitat disturbance.

e Construction activity within habitat should be conducted between May 1 and October 1. This
is the active period for giant garter snakes and direct mortality is lessened, because snakes are
expected to actively move and avoid danger.

e Confine clearing to the minimal area necessary to facilitate construction activities. Flag and
designate avoided giant garter snake habitat within or adjacent to the project area as
Environmentally Sensitive Areas. These areas shall be avoided by all construction personnel.

o Construction personnel will receive worker environmental awareness training that will
instruct workers to recognize giant garter snakes and their habitat, and procedures to follow if
a snake is observed on or near the site.

e 24-hours prior to construction activities, the project biologist will survey areas of suitable
habitat within the project site for giant garter snakes. Survey of the project area will be
repeated if there is a lapse in construction activity of two weeks or greater. If a snake is
encountered during construction, construction will cease until appropriate corrective measures
have been completed or it has been determined that the snake will not be harmed. Any
sightings will be reported to the USFWS immediately at (916) 414-6600.

o After completion of construction activities within suitable habitat, remove any temporary fill
and construction debris that could be used as over-wintering sites and, wherever feasible,
restore disturbed areas to pre-project conditions. If temporary fill or construction debris is to
be removed between October 1 and April 30, it shall be inspected by a qualified biologist
prior to removal to assure that giant garter snake are not using it as hibernaculae.

2

Programmatic Consultation with the U.S Army Corps of Engineers. 404 Permitted Projects with Relatively Small Effects on the Giant Garter Snake within Butte, Colusa, Glenn,
Fresno, Merced, Sacramento, San Joaquin, Solano, Stanislaus, Sutter and Yolo Counties, California. Appendix C Standard Avoidance and Minimization Measures During Construction

Activities in Giant Garter Snake (Thamnophis gigas) Habitat.

NI=No Impact « LTCC=Less than Cumulatively Considerable « LTCS=Less than Cumulatively Significant « LTS=Less than Significant « PS=Potentially Significant « S=Significant « SU=Significant and Unavoidable
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Table ES-1.

Summary of Project Impacts and Mitigation Measures

Impacts

Significance
Before
Mitigation

Mitigation Measures

Significance
After
Mitigation

Project-Specific Avoidance and Minimization Measures
NUSD will also implement the following additional avoidance and minimization measures:

¢ Once the biologist determines there are no giant garter snakes present in the construction area,
NUSD will install temporary exclusion fencing around work areas that are within 200 feet of
aquatic habitat where suitable upland habitat is present, to prevent giant garter snakes from
entering the work area during construction. The fencing will be maintained for the duration of
the construction activities. If exclusion fencing is not installed, a qualified biological monitor
will be present during all activities in suitable habitat within 200 feet of giant garter snake
aquatic habitat.

Consistency with the NBHCP

The project’s avoidance and minimization measures are consistent with the measures outlined in
the NBHCP for work in areas adjacent to suitable giant garter snake habitat. In addition, NUSD
will implement the following avoidance and minimization measure from the NBHCP:

¢ No plastic, monofilament, jute, or similar erosion control matting that could entangle snakes
will be placed when working within 200 feet of snake aquatic habitat. Acceptable erosion
control materials include coconut coir matting, tackified hydro-seeding compounds, or other
material approved by CDFW and USFWS.

3.4-1b: Provide Compensatory Swainson’s Hawk Foraging Habitat and Conduct
Biological Surveys to Avoid Active Nests during Construction

NUSD will implement the following Swainson’s hawk mitigation measures.

Nesting Habitat: NUSD will not initiate intensive construction activity, such as heavy
equipment operation, within ¥ mile of an active Swainson’s hawk nest between March 1 and
September 15 (the nesting season). The project biologist will conduct nesting surveys of known
nests or appropriate nesting habitat adjacent to the project site. If surveys show there are no
active nests within the distances specified above, then no additional mitigation will be required.

If active nests are found and disturbances such as construction will occur during the nesting
season, a no-disturbance buffer will be established around the active nest. No project activity
will commence within the buffer areas until a qualified biologist has determined, in coordination
with CDFW, the young have fledged, the nest is no longer active, or reducing the buffer would
not result in nest abandonment. Per the NBHCP and CDFW guidelines, the recommended no-
disturbance buffer for Swainson’s hawk nests is ¥-mile in situations where the nest is within ¥4
mile of existing urban development, and %2 mile if the nest is over %-mile from existing urban
development, but the size of the buffer may be decreased if a qualified biologist, in consultation
with CDFW, determines that such an adjustment would not be likely to adversely affect the nest.

LTS

NI=No Impact « LTCC=Less than Cumulatively Considerable « LTCS=Less than Cumulatively Significant « LTS=Less than Significant « PS=Potentially Significant « S=Significant « SU=Significant and Unavoidable
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Table ES-1.

Summary of Project Impacts and Mitigation Measures

Impacts

Significance
Before
Mitigation

Mitigation Measures

Significance
After
Mitigation

Active Swainson’s hawk nests within ¥ mile will be monitored by a qualified biologist during
construction activities if the activity has potential to cause nest abandonment of fledging. If
construction activities cause the nesting bird to vocalize, make defensive flights at intruders, get
up from a brooding position, or fly off the nest, then the no-disturbance buffer will be increased
until the agitated behavior ceases. The exclusionary buffer will remain in place until the chicks
have fledged or as otherwise determined appropriate by a qualified biologist.

Foraging Habitat: Under CDFW guidelines, the following ratios apply for projects within 1
mile of an active nest tree:

¢ one acre of habitat management land on agricultural lands or other suitable habitats for each
acre of development (1:1 ratio) with at least 10 percent met by fee title acquisition or a
conservation easement allowing for the active management of the habitat, with the remaining
90 percent protected by a conservation easement.

Because of the high value of foraging habitat within the Natomas Basin to the recovery and
survival of the Central Valley population of Swainson’s hawk, the likely presence of active
nests within 1 mile of the project site, and the County ordinance requirement to mitigate loss of
AG-80 lands at a minimum 1:1 ratio, NUSD will replace each acre of foraging habitat lost (18
acres) as a result of implementing the project by creating 1 acre of higher quality alfalfa
foraging habitat on lands that are currently used for lower foraging quality crops such as oat,
wheat, corn, cotton, safflower, and sunflower, or unsuitable crops such as orchards and
vineyards. Rice fields will not be used for conversion to alfalfa because that would potentially
result in an adverse effect on giant garter snake. The mitigation habitat will be located within 1
mile of suitable nesting habitat and within 2 miles of an active nest. This mitigation would result
in greater compensation than under the NBHCP, which only requires mitigation at a ratio of
0.5:1. NUSD’s proposed mitigation also goes beyond what is required under the County
ordinance and CDFW guidelines, which require only that applicants replace lost foraging habitat
with similar habitat and not that they provide higher quality foraging habitat. The replacement
habitat will be managed for Swainson’s hawk foraging values in perpetuity. NUSD will provide
for the long-term management of the habitat management lands by funding a management
endowment (the interest on which will be used for managing the lands) at the applicable rate.
The funds will be provided to CDFW in a manner consistent with CDFW policy for land
acquisition.

Alternatively, NUSD may participate in a fee program, such as that operated by TNBC, that is
demonstrated to meet applicable minimum requirements for foraging habitat mitigation, as
outlined above.

NI=No Impact « LTCC=Less than Cumulatively Considerable « LTCS=Less than Cumulatively Significant « LTS=Less than Significant « PS=Potentially Significant « S=Significant « SU=Significant and Unavoidable
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Table ES-1.
Summary of Project Impacts and Mitigation Measures
Significance Significance
Impacts Before Mitigation Measures After
Mitigation Mitigation
Alternatively, NUSD can participate in the County’s program, which requires mitigation of
Swainson’s hawk foraging habitat by: (1) providing replacement land or paying a fee if the
impact is less than 40 acres; or (2) only by providing replacement land if impacts are 40 acres or
more. The first option would apply to the proposed project since it would disturb less than 40
acres of land area. The applicable impact fee and administrative fee would apply.
3.4-1c: Provide Burrowing Owl Mitigation per CDFW Protocol PS

NUSD will implement the following steps as required by the CDFW protocol (CDFW 2012):

e To avoid minimize, and mitigate potential impacts on burrowing owl, NUSD will retain a
qualified biologist to conduct focused breeding and nonbreeding season surveys for
burrowing owls in areas of suitable habitat on and within 500 feet of the project site. Surveys
will be conducted in accordance with Appendix D of CDFW’s Staff Report on Burrowing
Owl Mitigation (2012).

e If no occupied burrows are found, a letter report documenting the survey methods and results
will be submitted to NUSD and CDFW and no further mitigation will be required.

e |f an active burrow is found during the nonbreeding season (September 1 through January 31)
and cannot be avoided, owls will be relocated to suitable habitat outside of the project area
using passive or active methodologies developed in consultation with CDFW. This may
include active relocation to TNBC habitat reserve areas if approved by CDFW and the TNBC
reserve managers. No burrowing owls will be excluded from occupied burrows until a
burrowing owl exclusion and relocation plan is developed by NUSD and approved by CDFW.

e If an active burrow is found during the breeding season (February 1 through August 31),
occupied burrows will not be disturbed and will be provided with a 150- to 500-foot
protective buffer unless a qualified biologist verifies through noninvasive means that either:
(1) the birds have not begun egg laying, or (2) juveniles from the occupied burrows are
foraging independently and are capable of independent survival. The size of the buffer will
depend on the time of year and level of disturbance, as outlined in the CDFW Staff Report
(2012, pg 9). Once the fledglings are capable of independent survival, the owls will be
relocated to suitable habitat outside the project area in accordance with a burrowing owl
exclusion and relocation plan developed in consultation with CDFW and the burrow will be
destroyed to prevent owls from reoccupying it. No burrowing owls will be excluded from
occupied burrows until a burrowing owl exclusion and relocation plan is approved by CDFW.
Following owl exclusion and burrow demolition, the site will be monitored by a qualified
biologist to ensure burrowing owls do not recolonize the site prior to construction.

NI=No Impact « LTCC=Less than Cumulatively Considerable « LTCS=Less than Cumulatively Significant « LTS=Less than Significant « PS=Potentially Significant « S=Significant « SU=Significant and Unavoidable
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Table ES-1.
Summary of Project Impacts and Mitigation Measures
Significance Significance
Impacts Before Mitigation Measures After
Mitigation Mitigation

e If active burrowing owl nests are found on the project site and these nest sites are lost as a
result of implementing the project, NUSD will mitigate the loss through preservation of other
known nest sites in Sacramento County, at a minimum ratio of 1:1. NUSD will develop a
mitigation and monitoring plan for the compensatory mitigation areas.

¢ The mitigation and monitoring plan will include detailed information on the habitats present
within the preservation areas, the long-term management and monitoring of these habitats,
legal protection for the preservation areas (e.g., conservation easement, declaration of
restrictions), and funding mechanism information (e.g., endowment). All burrowing owl
mitigation lands will be preserved in perpetuity and incompatible land uses will be prohibited
in habitat conservation areas.

o NUSD will transfer said burrowing owl mitigation land, through either conservation easement
or fee title, to a third-party, nonprofit conservation organization (Conservation Operator) with
CDFW named as a third-party beneficiary.

3.4-1d: Provide Mitigation for Other Special-Status and Nesting Birds

NUSD will implement the following measures to protect other special-status and nesting birds
during project construction:

e NUSD’s project biologist will conduct a preconstruction survey to identify active raptor nests
on and within one-half mile of proposed construction activity no more than 14 days and no
less than 7 days before any construction activity begins during the breeding season - between
February 15 and August 31. The biologist will also conduct a preconstruction survey for
active nests on and within one-quarter mile of the project site. If no active nests are found,
then no further mitigation will be required.

e |f active nests are found, impacts will be avoided by establishing appropriate buffers. No
project activity will commence within the buffer area until the biologist confirms that the nest
is no longer active. If the biologist determines that construction activities threaten to destroy
an occupied nest or significantly disrupt breeding or rearing of young, a no-construction
buffer zone (e.g., 50-foot diameter for passerines and 300-foot diameter for raptors) would be
designated by the biologist; construction may only resume within this zone after it has been
determined that breeding has ceased and any young birds have fledged.

LTS

3.4-1e: Avoid Take of Western Pond Turtles

NUSD will implement the following measures to avoid the potential loss of western pond
turtles:

¢ A qualified biologist will conduct a preconstruction survey for western pond turtle no more
than 48 hours prior to work within 200 feet of suitable aquatic habitat.

LTS

NI=No Impact « LTCC=Less than Cumulatively Considerable « LTCS=Less than Cumulatively Significant « LTS=Less than Significant « PS=Potentially Significant « S=Significant « SU=Significant and Unavoidable
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Summary of Project Impacts and Mitigation Measures
Significance Significance
Impacts Before Mitigation Measures After
Mitigation Mitigation
¢ If pond turtles are observed, a qualified biologist, with approval from CDFW, will relocate
pond turtles to the nearest area with suitable aquatic habitat that will not be disturbed by
project-related construction activities. If nesting activity is observed, an appropriate exclusion
buffer will be determined in consultation with CDFW.
¢ A qualified biological monitor will be present during ground disturbance activities within 200
feet of aquatic western pond turtle habitat.
3.4-2. Impacts on Essential Fish Habitat LTS No mitigation measure is required. LTS
3.4-3. Impacts on Federally Protected LTS No mitigation measure is required. LTS
Waters of the United States
3.4-4. Conflict with Sacramento County NI No mitigation measure is required. NI
Code for Mitigating Impacts on
Swainson’s hawk Foraging Habitat
3.4-5. Conflict with the Natomas Basin LTS No mitigation measure is required. LTS
Habitat Conservation Plan
3.5 CULTURAL RESOURCES
3.5-1. Possible Discovery of Prehistoric or PS 3.5-1a: Provide Construction Crews with Information Regarding the Potential to LTS
Historic Cultural Resources, Including Encounter Previously Unrecorded Archaeological Resources
TCRs Before the start of any earthmoving activities, NUSD will retain a qualified archaeologist to
inform construction personnel involved with earthmoving activities regarding the types of
cultural resources or features that could be encountered during construction. These include, but
are not limited to flaked stone tools or ground stone milling tools. Historic-era artifacts may
include, but are not limited to ceramic, glass, or metal objects, nails, and miscellaneous
hardware. The archaeologist will provide information regarding the regulatory protections
afforded to archaeological resources and procedures to follow if archaeological resources are
exposed during excavation, including notifying NUSD representatives.
3.5-1b: Conduct Archaeological Monitoring During Initial Excavation LTS

During the initial excavation for the proposed wastewater infrastructure in the primary access
roadway, a qualified geoarchaeologist will assess the potential for the presence of buried
archaeological sites, including TCRs and human remains. Native American Tribal
representatives will be provided with a schedule for the excavations for the wastewater
infrastructure and NUSD will extend an invitation for tribal monitors to observe the work.

NI=No Impact « LTCC=Less than Cumulatively Considerable « LTCS=Less than Cumulatively Significant « LTS=Less than Significant « PS=Potentially Significant « S=Significant « SU=Significant and Unavoidable
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Summary of Project Impacts and Mitigation Measures

Impacts

Significance
Before
Mitigation

Mitigation Measures

Significance
After
Mitigation

3.5-1c: Stop Work if Prehistoric or Historic Subsurface Cultural Resources are
Discovered, Consult a Qualified Archaeologist to Assess the Significance of the Find, and
Conduct Resource Documentation and Data Recovery as Needed

If unrecorded cultural resources (e.g., midden, unusual amounts of shell, animal bone, bottle
glass, ceramics, structure/building remains, etc.) are encountered during construction, all
ground-disturbing activities will be restricted within a 100-foot radius of the find or a distance
determined by a qualified professional archaeologist to be appropriate based on the potential for
disturbance of additional cultural resource materials. A qualified archaeologist will identify the
materials, determine their potential to meet the definition of a significant cultural resource in
Section 15064.5 or a TCR under AB 52, and formulate appropriate measures for their treatment.
Potential treatment methods for significant and potentially significant resources may include,
but would not be limited to, no action (i.e., resources determined not to be significant),
avoidance of the resource through changes in construction methods or project design, or testing
and data recovery, in accordance with applicable State requirements and/or in consultation with
affiliated Native American Tribal respresentative/s.

LTS

3.5-1d: Prepare and Submit an Archaeological Testing Plan

If cultural resources are discovered, the qualified archaeologist will prepare and submit to
NUSD an archaeological testing plan. The testing plan will identify the types of archaeological
resources that could be affected by the development, the testing method to be used, and the
locations recommended for testing. The purpose of the testing plan will be to determine the
potential for the presence or absence of archaeological resources in subsurface contexts; identify
any archaeological resources found; and evaluate their significance. The archaeologist will
submit a report outlining any additional required measures, including additional archaeological
testing and/or data recovery.

LTS

3.5-1e: Implement Data Recovery Measures, Where Necessary, for Important
Archaeological Resources

Data recovery will be implemented if an adverse impact on a unique or significant
archaeological resource cannot be avoided. NUSD will prepare an archaeological data recovery
plan that identifies what scientific/historical research questions are applicable to the resource,
what data classes the resource is expected to possess, and how the data would address the
applicable research questions. Data recovery may include cataloging, artifact analysis,
development of interpretive material, and curation. Data recovery will be limited to areas that
could be adversely affected by construction. If the archaeological resource is associated with the
Native American inhabitation, NUSD will consult with the relevant tribes and invite a Native
American who is traditionally and culturally affiliated with the geographic area to observe the
removal of native material.

LTS

NI=No Impact « LTCC=Less than Cumulatively Considerable « LTCS=Less than Cumulatively Significant « LTS=Less than Significant « PS=Potentially Significant « S=Significant « SU=Significant and Unavoidable
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Mitigation

Mitigation Measures

Significance
After
Mitigation

3.5-1f: Conduct Construction Monitoring

If cultural resources are discovered, NUSD will determine the need for archaeological
monitoring. If monitoring is needed, NUSD will provide a cultural resource monitor. The
monitor will log construction activities, observations, types of equipment used, and any new
archeological discovery (including the cultural material observed and its location). Photographs
will be taken, as necessary, to supplement the documentation. The logs, including photographs,
will be signed and dated and submitted to NUSD in a monitoring report. NUSD will determine
which activities should be monitored and when monitoring will cease.

If an intact archaeological deposit is encountered, the monitor will temporarily halt or redirect
ground-disturbing activities and equipment until the resource is evaluated. The archaeologist
will immediately notify NUSD, assess the significance of the encountered archaeological
deposit, and present the findings to NUSD with recommendations regarding resource avoidance
and/or mitigation.

LTS

3.5-1g: Prepare and Submit an Archaeological Resources Report

The archaeological consultant will submit an archaeological resources report to NUSD that
evaluates the historical significance of any discovered archaeological resource and describes the
archaeological and historical research methods employed in the archaeological
testing/monitoring/data recovery program(s) undertaken.

LTS

3.5-2. Potential Disturbance of Previously
Undiscovered Human Remains during

Construction

PS

3.5-2: Stop Work If Human Skeletal Remains Are Uncovered, and Follow the Procedures

Set Forth in CEQA Guidelines Section 15064.5(e)(1)

In the event of the accidental discovery or recognition of any human remains, NUSD will take

the following steps:

(1) No further excavation or disturbance of the project site or any nearby area reasonably
suspected to overlie adjacent human remains will occur until;

(A) the coroner of Sacramento County has been contacted to determine that no investigation of
the cause of death is required, and

(B) if the coroner determines the remains to be Native American:

(1) the coroner shall contact the Native American Heritage Commission within 24 hours
(Health and Safety Code Section 7050[c]);

(2) the NAHC shall identify the person or persons it believes to be the most likely
descendant from the deceased Native American pursuant to the provisions of Public
Resources Code Section 5097.98; and

LTS

NI=No Impact « LTCC=Less than Cumulatively Considerable « LTCS=Less than Cumulatively Significant « LTS=Less than Significant « PS=Potentially Significant « S=Significant « SU=Significant and Unavoidable
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Summary of Project Impacts and Mitigation Measures
Significance Significance
Impacts Before Mitigation Measures After
Mitigation Mitigation
(3) the most likely descendant may make recommendations to the NUSD/contractors, for
means of treating or disposing of, with appropriate dignity, the human remains and
any associated grave goods, as provided in Public Resources Code Section 5097.98; or
(2) Where the following conditions occur, NUSD/contractors shall rebury the Native American
remains and associated grave goods with appropriate dignity on the property in a location
not subject to further subsurface disturbance:
(A) the NAHC is unable to identify a most likely descendant or the most likely descendant fails
to make a recommendation within 24 hours after being notified by the commission;
(B) the most likely descendant identified fails to make a recommendation; or
(C) NUSD rejects the recommendation of the most likely descendant, and mediation by the
NAHC fails to provide measures acceptable to NUSD.
3.6 GEOLOGY, SOILS, MINERALS, AND PALEONTOLOGICAL RESOURCES
3.6-1. Potential Risks to People and LTS No mitigation measure is required. LTS
Structures Caused by Strong Seismic
Ground Shaking and Liquefaction
3.6-2. Potential Temporary and Short- PS 3.6-2: Implement Mitigation Measure 3.9-1a (Acquire Appropriate Regulatory Permits LTS
term Localized Soil Erosion During and Prepare and Implement a SWPPP and BMPs)
Construction
3.6-3. Potential Damage to Structures, LTS No mitigation measure is required. LTS
Roads, Utilities, and Infrastructure from
Construction on Expansive Soils
3.7 GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS
3.7-1. Generation of Greenhouse Gas LTCC |No mitigation measure is required. LTCC
Emissions
3.7-2. Consistency with Applicable Plans, LTCC |No mitigation measure is required. LTCC

Policies, and/or Regulations Adopted for

the Purpose of Reducing GHG Emissions

NI=No Impact « LTCC=Less than Cumulatively Considerable « LTCS=Less than Cumulatively Significant « LTS=Less than Significant « PS=Potentially Significant « S=Significant « SU=Significant and Unavoidable
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Summary of Project Impacts and Mitigation Measures
Significance Significance
Impacts Before Mitigation Measures After
Mitigation Mitigation

3.8 HAZARDS AND HAZARDOUS MATERIALS
3.8-1 Routine Transport, Use, or Disposal LTS No mitigation measure is required. LTS
of Hazardous Materials
3.8-2. Potential Human Health Hazards PS 3.8-2: Stop Work if Unknown Hazards and Hazardous Materials are Encountered during LTS
from Exposure to Existing On-Site Construction, Retain a Licensed Professional to Investigate Unknown Hazards and
Hazardous Material Hazardous Materials, and Implement Required Measures, as Necessary

If, during site preparation and construction activities, evidence of hazardous materials

contamination is observed or suspected (e.g., stained or odorous soil or groundwater),

construction activities shall cease immediately in the area of the find. If such contamination is

observed or suspected, the contractor shall retain a qualified hazardous materials specialist to

assess the site and collect and analyze soil and/or water samples, as necessary. If contaminants

are identified in the samples, the contractor shall notify and consult with the appropriate federal,

state, and/or local agencies. Measures to remediate contamination and protect worker health and

the environment shall be implemented in accordance with federal, State, and local regulations

before construction activities may resume at the site where contamination is encountered.
3.8-3. Create Safety Hazards for People LTS No mitigation measure is required. LTS
Near the Sacramento International
Airport
3.8-4. Exposure of People and Structures PS 3.8-4: Demonstrate Compliance with the California Fire Code, California Building Code, LTS

to Wildland Fires

and Sacramento Fire Department Requirements and Standards

Prior to the approval of project designs and issuance of grading permits, the NUSD shall
demonstrate to compliance with California Fire Code requirements and Sacramento Fire
Department standards, including those related to defensible space; fuel breaks; access road
length, dimensions, and finished surfaces for firefighting equipment; fire hydrant placement;
and fire flow availability. The NUSD shall further demonstrate that ignition-resistant building
materials have been incorporated into project designs consistent with the California Building
Code. The NUSD shall keep grasses and weeds on the undeveloped portion of the property
mowed to a height of 4 inches or less.

NI=No Impact « LTCC=Less than Cumulatively Considerable « LTCS=Less than Cumulatively Significant « LTS=Less than Significant « PS=Potentially Significant « S=Significant « SU=Significant and Unavoidable
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Significance Significance
Impacts Before Mitigation Measures After
Mitigation Mitigation
3.9 HYDROLOGY AND WATER QUALITY
3.9-1. Violate any Water Quality PS 3.9-1a: Acquire Appropriate Regulatory Permits and Prepare and Implement a SWPPP LTS

Standards or Waste Discharge
Requirements

and BMPs

Prior to the issuance of grading permits, NUSD shall obtain coverage under the SWRCB’s
NPDES stormwater permit for general construction activity (Order 2009-0009-DWQ as
amended by Order No. 2012-0006-DWQ), including preparation and submittal of a project-
specific SWPPP at the time the NOI is filed with the CVRWQCB. The SWPPP and other
appropriate plans shall identify and specify:

o the use of an effective combination of robust erosion and sediment control BMPs and
construction techniques to reduce the potential for runoff and the release, mobilization, and
exposure of pollutants. These may include but would not be limited to temporary erosion
control and soil stabilization measures, sedimentation ponds, inlet protection, perforated riser
pipes, check dams, and silt fences;

¢ the implementation of non-stormwater management controls, permanent post-construction
BMPs, and inspection and maintenance responsibilities;

o the pollutants that are likely to be used during construction that could be present in
stormwater drainage and nonstormwater discharges, including fuels, lubricants, and other
types of materials used for equipment operation;

o spill prevention and contingency measures, including measures to prevent or clean up spills of
hazardous waste and of hazardous materials used for equipment operation, and emergency
procedures for responding to spills;

o personnel training requirements and procedures that shall be used to ensure that workers are
aware of permit requirements and proper installation methods for BMPs specified in the
SWPPP; and

o the appropriate personnel responsible for supervisory duties related to implementation of the
SWPPP.

Where applicable, BMPs identified in the SWPPP shall be in place throughout all site work and
construction/demolition activities and shall be used in all subsequent site development activities.
BMPs may include, but are not limited to, such measures as those listed below.

¢ Implementing temporary erosion and sediment control measures in disturbed areas to
minimize discharge of sediment into nearby drainages as required by the CVRWQCB. These
measures may include silt fences, staked straw bales or wattles, sediment/silt basins and traps,
geofabric, sandbag dikes, and temporary vegetation.

NI=No Impact « LTCC=Less than Cumulatively Considerable « LTCS=Less than Cumulatively Significant « LTS=Less than Significant « PS=Potentially Significant « S=Significant « SU=Significant and Unavoidable
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Mitigation

Mitigation Measures
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e Establishing permanent vegetative cover to reduce erosion in areas disturbed by construction
by slowing runoff velocities, trapping sediment, and enhancing filtration and transpiration.

e Using drainage swales, ditches, and earth dikes to control erosion and runoff by conveying
surface runoff down sloping land, intercepting and diverting runoff to a watercourse or
channel, preventing sheet flow over sloped surfaces, preventing runoff accumulation at the
base of a grade, and avoiding flood damage along roadways and facility infrastructure.

o A copy of the approved SWPPP shall be maintained and available at all times on the
construction site.

3.9-1b: Develop and Implement a Dewatering Plan and Groundwater Quality BMPs in the
SWPPP

The SWPPP developed and implemented as part of Mitigation Measure 3.9-1a shall specifically
include a dewatering plan and measures to prevent/minimize sediment and contaminant releases
into groundwater during excavations and methods to clean up releases if they do occur. If
necessary, dewatering shall be performed in a manner that allows discharge to an infiltration
basin approved by CVRWQCB. Measures to prevent/minimize sediment and contaminant
releases into groundwater during excavations and methods to clean up releases may include
using temporary berms or dikes to isolate construction activities; using vacuum trucks to capture
contaminant releases; and maintaining absorbent pads and other containment and cleanup
materials on-site to allow an immediate response to contaminant releases if they occur.

LTS

3.9-2. Increased Risk of Flooding and
Hydromodification from Increased
Stormwater Runoff

PS

3.9-2: Coordinate with RD 1000 and CVRWQCB, Prepare and Submit a Drainage Plan,
and Implement Requirements Contained in the Plan

NUSD shall coordinate with RD 1000 to design a drainage system that limits peak discharges
into the RD 1000 drainage system per RD 1000 requirements. In addition, before the approval
of grading plans and building permits, NUSD shall prepare a final drainage plan that
incorporates CVRWQCB requirements to appropriately convey off-site upstream runoff through
the project site, and demonstrate that project-related on-site runoff would be appropriately
contained in detention basins and managed with through other improvements (e.g., source
controls) to reduce flooding and hydromodification impacts. The drainage plan shall include, but
is not limited to, the following items:

e an accurate calculation of pre-project and post-project runoff scenarios, obtained using
appropriate engineering methods (which may consist of those contained in the Sacramento
City/County Drainage Manual Volume 2: Hydrology Standards), that accurately evaluates
potential changes to runoff, including increased surface runoff;

LTS

NI=No Impact « LTCC=Less than Cumulatively Considerable « LTCS=Less than Cumulatively Significant « LTS=Less than Significant « PS=Potentially Significant « S=Significant « SU=Significant and Unavoidable
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¢ runoff calculations for the 10-year and 100-year (0.01 AEP) storm events (and other, smaller
storm events as required) shall be performed and the trunk drainage pipeline sizes confirmed
based on alignments and detention facility locations finalized in the design phase;

¢ adescription of the proposed maintenance program for the on-site drainage system;
¢ project-specific standards for installing drainage systems;

¢ adescription of on-site features designed to treat stormwater and maintain stormwater quality
before it is discharged from the project site (e.g., vegetated swales, infiltration trenches, and
constructed wetland filter strips); and

¢ stormwater management BMPs that are designed to limit hydromodification and maintain
current stream geomorphology. These may include, but are not limited to, the following:

— use of LID techniques to limit increases in stormwater runoff at the point of origination
(these may include, but are not limited to: surface swales; replacement of conventional
impervious surfaces with pervious surfaces [e.g., porous pavement]; impervious surfaces
disconnection; and trees planted to intercept stormwater);

— the use of detention basin inlet and outlet water control structures that are designed to
reduce the rate of stormwater discharge;

— enlarged detention basins to minimize flow changes and changes to flow duration
characteristics;

— minimize slope differences between any stormwater or detention facility outfall channel
with the existing receiving channel gradient to reduce flow velocity; and

— minimize to the extent possible detention basin sizes, embankments, culverts, and other
encroachments into the channel and floodplain corridor, and utilize open bottom box
culverts to allow sediment passage on smaller drainage courses.

3.9.3. Long-Term Operational Water
Quality and Hydrology Effects from

Urban Runoff

PS

3.9-3: Develop and Implement a Best Management Practice and Water Quality
Maintenance Plan

Before final approval of improvement plans, a detailed BMP and water quality maintenance
plan shall be prepared by a qualified engineer retained by NUSD. The plan shall finalize the
water quality improvements and further detail the structural and nonstructural BMPs and LI1D
features proposed for the project. The plan shall include the elements described below.

¢ A guantitative hydrologic and water quality analysis of proposed conditions incorporating the
proposed drainage design features, which shall include final water quality basin sizing and
design configuration.

LTS

NI=No Impact « LTCC=Less than Cumulatively Considerable « LTCS=Less than Cumulatively Significant « LTS=Less than Significant « PS=Potentially Significant « S=Significant « SU=Significant and Unavoidable
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¢ Pre-development and post-development calculations demonstrating that the proposed water
quality BMPs and LID features meet or exceed requirements established by RD 1000 and
Sacramento County and including details regarding the size, geometry, and functional timing
of storage and release. Pollutants are removed from stormwater in detention basins through
gravitational settling and biological processes depending on the type of basin.

e Source control programs to control water quality pollutants on the project site, which may
include but are not limited to recycling, street sweeping, storm drain cleaning, hazardous
waste collection, waste minimization, prevention of spills and illegal dumping, and effective
management of trash collection areas.

¢ A pond management component for the proposed basin that shall include management and
maintenance requirements for the design features and BMPs.

o LID control measures shall be integrated into the BMP and water quality maintenance plan.
These may include, but are not limited to:

— surface swales;

— replacement of conventional impervious surfaces with pervious surfaces (e.g., porous
pavement);

— impervious surfaces disconnection; and
— trees or other types of landscaping planted to intercept stormwater runoff.

3.9-4. Potential Impacts from New
Impervious Surfaces on Groundwater
Recharge and Aquifer Volume

LTS

No mitigation measure is required.

LTS

3.9-5. Placement of Structures that would
Impede or Redirect Flood Flows within a
100-year Flood Hazard Area

PS

3.9-5a: Implement Mitigation Measure 3.9-2 (Coordinate with RD 1000 and CVRWQCB,
Prepare and Submit a Drainage Plan, and Implement Requirements Contained in the
Plan)

LTS

3.9-5b: Coordinate with RD 1000 Regarding Project Design to Protect Existing Flood-
Stage Water Levels in RD 1000 Drainage Canals

Before the approval of grading plans, site improvements, and/or building permits, NUSD shall
coordinate with RD 1000 regarding the design of project-related drainage facilities and
stormwater discharge into the West Drainage Canal. NUSD shall provide evidence, to the
satisfaction of RD 1000, that project-related discharges would maintain current canal stages for
the 100-year (0.01 AEP) and 200-year (0.005 AEP) storm events in the RD 1000 interior
drainage system per ULDC standards.

LTS

NI=No Impact « LTCC=Less than Cumulatively Considerable « LTCS=Less than Cumulatively Significant « LTS=Less than Significant « PS=Potentially Significant « S=Significant « SU=Significant and Unavoidable
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3.9-5¢: Implement Requirements of Sacramento County Floodplain Management LTS

Ordinance

Before the approval of grading plans, site improvements, and/or building permits, NUSD shall
submit final drainage plans demonstrating to the satisfaction of the County Floodplain
Administrator that the proposed project would appropriately accommodate 10-year, 100-year
(0.01 AEP), and 200-year (0.005 AEP) flood flows.

NUSD shall comply with the standards set forth in the Sacramento County Floodplain
Management Ordinance (Sacramento County Zoning Code, SZC-2014-0007), which includes
obtaining a Floodplain Management Permit (Chapter 5, Section 95.01). In support of the permit
application, NUSD shall provide the County with the following:

¢ Plans in duplicate drawn to scale showing the nature, location, dimensions, and elevation of
the property, existing or proposed structures, fill, storage of materials, and drainage facilities.

e Proposed elevation in relation to currently adopted Vertical Datum of the lowest floor of all
buildings, elevation of highest adjacent preconstruction natural grade and proposed elevation
of lowest floor of all buildings.

e Proposed elevation in relation to currently adopted Vertical Datum to which any structure will
be flood-proofed, if required in Chapter 6.

e Location and elevation of the base flood and the floodway, both before and after proposed
development.

e Location, volume and depth of proposed fill and excavation within the 100-year floodplain
and the floodway.

o Description of the extent to which any watercourse will be altered or relocated as a result of
proposed development.

In addition to the above, as part of the Floodplain Management Permit, NUSD shall comply
with any other conditions imposed by the Sacramento County Floodplain Administrator
including the dedication of easements. The Floodplain Administrator may also require that
NUSD enter into a written agreement with the County holding the County of Sacramento and
the Sacramento County Water Agency free from liability for any harm that may occur to any
real or personal property or person by flooding (Chapter 5, Sections 905-06 and 905-07).

NUSD shall also comply with the new construction standards set forth in Chapter 6 of the
Sacramento County Floodplain Management Ordinance, which include, but are not limited to,
the following (Section 906-06):

o Identify special or local flood hazard areas and the elevation of the base flood.

NI=No Impact « LTCC=Less than Cumulatively Considerable « LTCS=Less than Cumulatively Significant « LTS=Less than Significant « PS=Potentially Significant « S=Significant « SU=Significant and Unavoidable
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¢ Provide the elevation of proposed buildings and pads, and assure the proposed pads will be at
least 1 foot above the base flood elevation.

e Be designed in accordance with the Floodplain Management Ordinance and the County
Improvement Standards to minimize flood damage.

¢ Provide a drainage system report in accordance with the County Improvement Standards with
a narrative describing the existing and proposed stormwater management system, including
all discharge points, collection, conveyance, and stormwater storage facilities.

¢ Provide a drainage system map including, but not limited to, sub-watershed boundaries and
the property’s location within the larger watershed, predevelopment and post- development
terrain at 1-foot contour intervals and the location of all existing and proposed drainage
features. Include a plan of the parcel showing applicable proposed revisions to pre-
development and postdevelopment surface drainage flows.

e Stormwater calculations by a professional civil engineer shall be submitted to the Floodplain
Administrator, including but not limited to, detention basin sizing, storm drain pipe sizing and
overland flow path design.

e No new construction or substantial improvements or development may occur without the
approval of the Floodplain Administrator and without demonstrating that the cumulative
effect of the proposed development when combined with all other existing and anticipated
development will not have adverse impacts to downstream, upstream, or adjacent properties.

3.9-6. Substantial Increased Risk of
Exposure to Flooding from Dam or Levee
Failure

LTS

No mitigation measure is required.

LTS

3.10

LAND USE, PLANNING, POPULATION, AN

D HOUSING

3.10-1. Consistency with Sacramento
International Airport Land Use
Compatibility Plan

LTS

No mitigation measure is required.

LTS

3.11 NOISE AND VIBRATION

3.11-1. Short-Term Noise Levels from
Construction Activities

PS

3.11-1: Use Noise-Suppression Devices on Construction Equipment, Limit Construction to
Daytime Hours, and Locate Stationary Equipment Away from Sensitive Noise Receptors
to Reduce Noise Levels During Construction

NUSD will implement the following noise-reduction and noise-control measures during
construction activities:

SuU

NI=No Impact « LTCC=Less than Cumulatively Considerable « LTCS=Less than Cumulatively Significant « LTS=Less than Significant « PS=Potentially Significant « S=Significant « SU=Significant and Unavoidable
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e Construction equipment will be properly maintained per manufacturers’ specifications and
fitted with the feasible noise suppression devices (e.g., mufflers, silencers, wraps).

o All impact tools will be shrouded or shielded, and all intake and exhaust ports on power
equipment will be muffled or shielded.

e Construction will take place between the hours of 7:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m. Monday through
Saturday, and between the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m. on Sunday.

e Construction equipment will be shut down when not in use and will not idle for extended
periods of time near noise-sensitive receptors.

o Fixed/stationary equipment (e.g., generators, compressors, cement mixers) will be located as
far as practicable from noise-sensitive receptors.

o Noise control blanket barriers will be used during construction near noise-sensitive uses.

¢ Residences within 500 feet of construction sites shall be notified of the construction schedule
in writing prior to the beginning of construction. Designate a “construction liaison” that would
be responsible for responding to any local complaints about construction noise. The liaison
would determine the cause of the noise complaints (e.g., starting too early, bad muffler, etc.)
and institute reasonable measures to correct the problem. Conspicuously post a telephone
number for the liaison at the construction site. If conflicts occurred which were irresolvable
by the above mitigation measures, erect temporary noise control blanket barriers on the
eastern side of noise-generating equipment operating within 500 feet of occupied residences.

3.11-2. Short-Term Groundborne LTS No mitigation measure is required. LTS
Vibration from Construction

3.11-3. Long-Term Operational (Traffic) LTS No mitigation measure is required. LTS
Noise

3.11-4. Long-Term Operational (School LTS No mitigation measure is required. LTS
Site) Noise Levels

3.11-5. Land Use Compatibility of On-Site LTS 3.11-5: Ensure Appropriate Noise Levels for Interior Learning Spaces LTS
Sensitive Receptors with existing and NUSD shall comply with Title 24, Part 11, California Green Building Standards Chapter 5 and

Future Airport Noise the California Department of Education, Division of the State Architect Project Submittal

Guidelines related to interior classroom noise levels. The school shall incorporate building
materials and, if necessary, other design techniques needed to achieve a total background noise
of no more than 45 dBA (L) for existing and forecast conditions, including the effects of both
exterior-source noise and building service and utility noise.

NI=No Impact « LTCC=Less than Cumulatively Considerable « LTCS=Less than Cumulatively Significant « LTS=Less than Significant « PS=Potentially Significant « S=Significant « SU=Significant and Unavoidable



JOLISIQ |00UIS PaIYIUN SEWOTeN

G¢-S3

Arewwing aAnoaxg

NOD3V

d13Q [00Y9S 3pIsA OSed

Table ES-1.
Summary of Project Impacts and Mitigation Measures
Significance Significance
Impacts Before Mitigation Measures After
Mitigation Mitigation

3.12 PUBLIC SERVICES, INCLUDING RECREATION
3.12-1. Increased Demand for Fire LTS No mitigation measure is required. LTS
Protection Facilities and Services
3.12-2. Increased Demand for Police LTS No mitigation measure is required. LTS
Protection Services
3.13  TRAFFIC AND TRANSPORTATION
3.13-1. Existing plus Project Intersection LTS No mitigation measure is required. LTS
Operations
3.13-2. Existing plus Project Roadway LTS No mitigation measure is required. LTS
Segment Operations
3.13-3. Existing plus Project 1-5 Mainline LTS No mitigation measure is required. LTS
and Ramp Operations
3.13-4. Potential for Creation of LTS No mitigation measure is required. LTS
Substantial Traffic-Related Hazards due
to a Design Feature
3.13-5. Interference with Emergency PS 3.13-5: Prepare and Implement a Construction Traffic Control Plan LTS
Access The NUSD shall prepare and implement a traffic control plan for construction activities that

may affect road rights-of-way, in order to facilitate travel of emergency vehicles on affected

roadways. The traffic control plan must illustrate the location of the proposed work area;

provide a diagram showing the location of areas where the public right-of-way would be closed

or obstructed and the placement of traffic control devices necessary to perform the work; show

the proposed phases of traffic control; and identify any time periods when traffic control would

be in effect and the time periods when work would prohibit access to private property from a

public right-of-way. Measures typically used in traffic control plans include advertising of

planned lane closures, warning signage, and a flag person to direct traffic flows when needed.

During construction, access to the existing surrounding land uses shall be maintained at all

times, with detours used, as necessary, during road closures. The plan may be modified by to

eliminate or avoid traffic conditions that are hazardous to the safety of the public.
3.13-6. Decrease in Performance or Safety LTS No mitigation measure is required. LTS

of Public Transit, Bicycle, or Pedestrian
Facilities

NI=No Impact « LTCC=Less than Cumulatively Considerable « LTCS=Less than Cumulatively Significant « LTS=Less than Significant « PS=Potentially Significant « S=Significant « SU=Significant and Unavoidable
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Table ES-1.
Summary of Project Impacts and Mitigation Measures
Significance Significance
Impacts Before Mitigation Measures After
Mitigation Mitigation

3.14  UTILITIES AND SERVICE SYSTEMS
3.13-1. Increased Demand for Water LTS No mitigation measure is required. LTS
Supplies
3.14-2. Increased Demand for Water LTS No mitigation measure is required. LTS
Supply Conveyance Facilities
3.14-3. Increased Demand for Wastewater LTS No mitigation measure is required. LTS
Collection and Conveyance Facilities
3.14-4. Increased Demand for the LTS No mitigation measure is required. LTS
Sacramento Regional Wastewater
Treatment Plant Facilities
3.14-5. Increased Generation of Solid LTS No mitigation measure is required. LTS
Waste and Compliance with Solid Waste
Regulations
3.15 ENERGY
3.15-1. Consumption of energy LTS No mitigation measure is required. LTS

NI=No Impact « LTCC=Less than Cumulatively Considerable « LTCS=Less than Cumulatively Significant « LTS=Less than Significant « PS=Potentially Significant « S=Significant « SU=Significant and Unavoidable




Table ES-2. Cumulative Impact Summary

Impact Significant Qumulative Impat_:t to which the Cumulativ_e Cont_r.ibut.ion after
Project Would Contribute? Feasible Mitigation

Aesthetics Yes SuU
Agricultural Resources Yes LTCC
Air Quality Yes LTCC
Biological Resources Yes LTCC
Cultural Resources Yes LTCC
Paleontoiogical Resourcss Yes Lrec
Greenhouse Gas Emissions Yes LTCC
Hazards and Hazardous Materials No -
Hydrology and Water Quality No LTCC
Land Use and Planning No -
Noise No -
Public Services, Including Recreation No -
Transportation and Traffic Yes LTCC
Utilities No -
Energy No -
CC = Cumulative Considerable
LTCC = Less than Cumulative Considerable
SU = Significant and Unavoidable

ES.6 ALTERNATIVES TO THE PROJECT

The CEQA Guidelines (Section 15126.6) require that an EIR describe a range of reasonable alternatives to the
proposed project that could feasibly attain the basic objectives of the project and avoid and/or lessen the
environmental effects of the project. Below is a summary of the alternatives to the proposed project considered in
Chapter 4, “Alternatives.”

ES.6.1 ALTERNATIVE 1: NO PROJECT ALTERNATIVE

CEQA Guidelines Section 15126.6(e)(2), states that a discussion of the “No Project” alternative must consider
“what would be reasonably expected to occur in the foreseeable future if the project were not approved, based on
current plans.”

Historically, the site was used for agricultural crop production including wheat, barley, and rice. The last year of
rice production was 2002. In 2006 and 2007, the site was in wheat production. It is assumed that, under the No
Project Alternative, one single-family dwelling unit could be constructed on the project site, as permitted under
the AG-80 zoning district. The No Project Alternative further assumes existing conditions within the project site
could continue similar to current conditions; however, there are no constraints that would preclude the project site
being returned to agricultural production.

Under the No Project Alternative, existing and future elementary and middle school students would likely attend
Natomas Middle School, H. Allen Hight Elementary School, Heron K-8 School, and Witter Ranch Elementary

Paso Verde School DEIR AECOM
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School. The NUSD anticipates that design capacity at these schools could occur by the 2019-2020 school year
(NUSD 2014).

ES.6.2 ALTERNATIVE 2: TWO-STORY CLASSROOMS ALTERNATIVE

Under Alternative 2, the classrooms would be designed as two-story buildings. As a result, the classroom
buildings would be occupy less space within the project site and result in a more compact footprint with less
developed acreage, thereby potentially reducing impacts related to ground disturbance and erosion.

The layout of the school buildings, recreation facilities, detention basin, parking lot, and student drop off/pickup
area and access to the project site would be the same as the proposed project. Similar to the proposed project, the
school would have approximately 82,000 square feet of total building space consisting of 40 classrooms with two
special education spaces, a multi-purpose building/gymnasium, and an administration building. The grounds
would include an internal quad, hardcourts, and playing fields. This alternative would accommodate the same
number of students and staff as the proposed project (i.e., up to approximately 1,000 students in grades K-8 and
approximately 60 staff).

ES.6.3 ALTERNATIVE 3: RECONFIGURED SITE PLAN ALTERNATIVE

Alternative 3 would relocate all proposed development to the southernmost boundary of the project site, as shown
on Exhibit 4-2. This alternative would reduce the footprint of the school to approximately 16 acres compared to a
footprint of approximately 18.3 acres under the proposed project. For this alternative, the layout of the
classrooms, multi-purpose building/gymnasium, administration building, internal quad, hardcourts, and playing
fields, and detention basin within the project footprint would be similar to the proposed project. However, the site
plan would be modified to relocate the kinder play area, amphitheater, and parking lot. Access to the project site
would be the same as the proposed project.

Similar to the proposed project, the school would have approximately 82,000 square feet of total building space.
This alternative would accommodate the same number of students and staff as the proposed project (i.e., up to
approximately 1,000 students in grades K-8 and approximately 60 staff).

ES.6.4 ENVIRONMENTALLY SUPERIOR ALTERNATIVE

CEQA requires that, among the alternatives, an “environmentally superior” alternative be selected and that the
reasons for such selection be disclosed. In general, the environmentally superior alternative is the alternative that
would generate the fewest or least severe adverse impacts.

The No Project Alternative is environmentally superior to Alternatives 2 and 3, because it would avoid the
significant and unavoidable impact to aesthetics, avoid the significant and unavoidable construction-related noise
impacts, and avoid the less-than-significant or less-than-significant with mitigation impacts on air quality;
biological resources; cultural resources; geology, soils, minerals, and paleontological resources; hazards and
hazardous material; hydrology and water quality; noise and vibration; public services and recreation; utilities and
service systems; and energy. While the No Project Alternative would eliminate significant and unavoidable
adverse effects of the proposed project, it would not achieve the project objectives and would result in greater
impacts associated with GHGs, traffic and transportation, and energy.
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When the No Project Alternative is the environmentally superior alternative, CEQA requires that an additional
alternative be identified. In this case, Alternative 3 would be the environmentally superior alternative. Alternative
3 would meet the project objectives. Alternative 3 would increase impacts associated with land use and hazards.
However, Alternative 3 would reduce impacts associated with geology, soils, minerals, and paleontological
resources; hydrology and water quality; and utilities and service systems. Although aesthetics impacts and
construction-related noise impacts would remain significant and unavoidable, Alternative 3 would substantially
reduce these impacts.

ES.7 AREAS OF CONTROVERSY

A notice of preparation (NOP) (Appendix A) of an EIR for the proposed project was circulated to agencies and
the public for a 30-day review. A scoping meeting was held on June 19", 2018. NUSD and the County received
comments on the NOP from federal, State, regional and local agencies and interested organizations. The EIR
addresses each of the topics raised in response to the NOP, to the extent that they relate to a reasonably
foreseeable adverse physical environmental impact of the project. Following is summary of topics discussed in
response to the NOP:

» Airport land use compatibility

» Safety zones associated with the Sacramento International Airport

» Airport noise

» Migratory Bird Treaty Act

» Giant garter snake

» Burrowing owl

» Growth-inducement effects

» Consistency with adopted habitat conservation plans

» Vehicular traffic and street design standards

» Pedestrian and bicycle connections

» Utilities and services

» Existing water quality regulations

» The need to notify the Division of Oil, Gas, and Geothermal Resources if a well is discovered on-site
» The need to notify the Federal Aviation Administration 45 days in advance of construction
» Flood risk and drainage modeling

» Impacts to RD 1000, fee payments, and operations and maintenance
» Bird-aircraft strike hazards

» Greenhouse gas emissions impacts and mitigation

» The need to examine alternatives

» Cultural resources impacts

» Land use planning consistency analysis

» Short- and long-term air pollutant emissions impacts

ES.8 PUBLIC REVIEW OF THE DRAFT EIR

This EIR is being circulated to federal, State, regional, and local agencies involved with the proposed project and
made available to interested organizations and individuals who may wish to review and comment on the
document. Written comments on the environmental document may be sent to NUSD at the following address:
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Jen Mellor, Planning Technician, Facilities & Strategic Planning
Natomas Unified School District

1901 Arena Boulevard

Sacramento, CA 95834

E-mail: jmellor@natomasunified.org

A copy of the Draft EIR can be reviewed at the Education Center, 1901 Arena Boulevard, Sacramento.
Environmental documents may also be viewed at the District’s website:

https://natomasunified.org/departments/facilities-strategic-planning/cega-documents/

Following receipt of comments and the close of the public comment period, NUSD will prepare a Final EIR that
considers and responds to comments on the Draft EIR. A public hearing will then be held by the NUSD Board of
Trustees, at which the Board will accept public comments on the Final EIR before deciding whether to certify the
EIR and approve the proposed project.
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1 INTRODUCTION

1.1 OVERVIEW

The Natomas Unified School District (NUSD) is proposing to construct and operate a new school (Kindergarten
through 8th grade [K-8]) west of Interstate 5 (I-5) and north of Del Paso Road with the capacity to accommodate
up to approximately 1,000 students.

The project was described under a previous Notice of Preparation (NOP) in 2008. However, the project was
paused due to a moratorium on building in the Natomas Basin due to concerns regarding levee safety and a
decision by the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) to change the area’s flood zone designation.
The Sacramento Area Flood Control Agency (SAFCA) has now completed substantial levee improvements along
the Sacramento River and on June 16, 2015, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers recertified the Natomas Basin
levees, allowing permitting of new structures. Therefore, NUSD has reinitiated the CEQA and permitting process
and is planning to open the Paso Verde School in the fall of 2020 or 2021.

1.2 PROPOSED PROJECT

NUSD is proposing to construct and operate the Paso Verde School on the project site. The school would have a
footprint of approximately 18.3 acres. The remaining approximately 15.6 acres would not be developed (when the
detention area is removed, the undeveloped area is 9.1 acres). The school will have approximately 82,000 square
feet of total building space. The school will have 40 classrooms with 2 special education spaces, along with a
classroom for music and a classroom for art. There will be offices for the principal and vice principal, space for
administrative support, a multi-purpose/gymnasium, a counseling/psychology office and workspace, and a teacher
lounge and workspace. The grounds will include an internal quad, hardcourts, and playing fields. The academic
program will be focused on science, technology, engineering, arts, and mathematics (STEAM). The school will
have approximately 40 teachers and 20 staff, including a principal, a vice principal, administrative assistants,
counselors, psych, speech, librarian, health assistant, custodians, cafeteria, campus monitors. The school will
operate from 8:00 in the morning until 3:00 in the afternoon, with some after-school activities occurring outside
these hours. There is no outdoor lighting proposed for the sports fields, but the pedestrian/bicycle/femergency
access to the east and the primary access road will be lit for safety and security.

1.3 PURPOSE OF THE EIR

NUSD has prepared this draft environmental impact report (DEIR) to inform agencies, interested organizations,
and the public about the potential environmental effects of the proposed project. This EIR has been prepared in
accordance with the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) (Public Resources Code Section 21000 et
seq.) and the CEQA Guidelines (14 California Code of Regulations Section 15000 et seq.). This EIR addresses
the direct, indirect, and cumulative environmental effects associated with construction and operation of the
proposed school.

Section 21151(a) of the Public Resources Code specifies that a local agency must prepare an EIR for any project
that it proposes to carry out or approve that may have a significant impact on the environment. The overall
purpose of this EIR is to fulfill the following CEQA objectives:
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» identify significant effects on the physical environment;

» indicate the manner in which these significant effects can be avoided or reduced to less than significant;
» identify alternatives to the proposed project that would avoid or reduce significant effects;

» disclose agency decision making;

» facilitate public involvement; and

» foster coordination among various governmental agencies.

An EIR provides information for use in the planning and decision-making process. The purpose of an EIR is not
to recommend project approval or denial. CEQA requires decision-makers to balance project benefits against its
unavoidable effects on the physical environment. If environmental effects are identified as significant and
unavoidable (i.e., feasible mitigation would not reduce the impact to less than significant), the proposed project
still may be approved by the lead agency if it believes that the social, economic, or other benefits outweigh the
unavoidable impacts. In these cases, CEQA requires that the lead agency prepare a statement of overriding
considerations that describes how the project’s impacts were weighed against its public benefits and the agency’s
reasons for approving the proje