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12th Street Commercial Historic District 

  
 This Historic District consists of a two-block row of modest high basement buildings on Q Street, 
predominantly simple high basement cottages, on the half block behind Q Street. It is a cohesive row of 
buildings dating from 1885-1895. Its identity as a neighborhood is enhanced by the mature trees, which 
line its streets, and by the incompatibility of surrounding land uses. The houses are all in the same small 
scale, they have similar materials, texture, color, height, and set back, and there is a rhythm to their 
spacing and shape. The area also contains a rare example of a late nineteenth century simple Delta 
style cottages facing the alley and is located behind 1322 Q Street. Many Sacramento alleys once 
served as auxiliary residential streets lined with very simple cottages. Now, only this one remains of that 
formerly common historical pattern. This neighborhood has always housed working class families as 
tenants and owners.   
 
 Three basement cottages from the Alkali Flat Historic District and one high basement Craftsman 
Bungalow from 16th Street have been moved in the one half block area on the west side of 14th Street 
north of Q Street. These buildings were moved as part of a Capitol Area Development Authority project.  
They help to give an architectural feel of time and place to this District. 
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