
 
 
The Sacramento Ci ty  Counci l  adopted the New Building Electr if ication Ordinance on June 1, 2021.  The 
Ordinance i s  a “ reach code”, which i s  a local  bui lding energy code that “ reaches” beyond State m inimum 
requi rements for  energy use in bui lding des ign and construction.  The Ordinance supports  the Ci ty ’ s  c l imate 
goals  by reducing greenhouse gas emiss ions and ai r  pol luti on from foss i l  fuel  combustion wi thin bui ldings by 
requi r ing new bui ldings to be constructed as al l -electr i c .  Ex is ting bui ldings (room addi ti ons, remodels , tenant 
improvements, etc .)  wi l l  not be affected by the Ordinance. 
 
The effecti ve dates for  the New Bui lding E lectr i fi cation Ordinance are as fol l ows: 

• New bui ldings which are 1-3 s tor ies: January 1, 2023 
• New bui ldings which are 4-s tor ies or  more: January 1, 2026 

The Ordinance prov ides speci fi c  l im i ted exemptions unti l  December 31, 2025, for : 

• Manufactur ing process loads wi thin industr ial  or  manufactur ing fac i l i ti es . 
• Cooking equipment in ground-floor food establ i shments. 
• Water heating in regulated affordable housing projects  when v i r tual  net energy meter ing i s  not 

avai lable. 

There i s  no addi ti onal  appl i cation process for  the three l im i ted exemptions l i s ted above.  The Ordinance also 
prov ides for  an infeas ibi l i ty  waiver process that wi l l  not have a sunset date.  The infeas ibi l i ty  waiver process 
wi l l  prov ide fl ex ibi l i ty  for  projects  where al l -electr i c  i s  shown to be infeas ible by the appl i cant. 

As part of the preparation for  implementing the New Bui lding E lectr i fi cation Ordinance the Ci ty  i s  convening in 
ear l y  2022 an adv isory technical  panel  that i s  tasked wi th vetti ng barr iers  where technologies are not yet 
market-ready for  electr i fi cation and prov iding input on an infeas ibi l i ty  waiver guidance document for  electr i fy ing 
new construction. The infeas ibi l i ty  waiver guidance document wi l l  be adopted by Ci ty  Counci l  pr ior  to the 
January 1, 2023 effecti ve date.   
 
A l l  electr i c  construction i s  feas ible and cost effecti ve in most cases, but to avoid unintended consequences, 
project appl i cants  are adv ised to plan thei r  projects  as al l -electr i c  from the beginning.   

The adopted Ordinance, topic-based bui lding electr i fi cation webinars, an extens ive E lectr i fi cation Ordinance 
Q&A, and other resources can be found on the New Bui lding E lectr i fi cation project webpage at:  
http://www.cityofsacramento.org/SacElectrificationOrdinance 

For information on the development of an ex is ting bui lding electr i fi cation s trategy, v i s i t the project webpage at: 
http://www.c i tyofsacramento.org/SacExis tingBui ldingElectr ifi cation.  
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