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1. What is the CAP Consistency Review Checklist?   

 
Answer:  The CAP Consistency Review Checklist is a CEQA streamlining tool for reducing 
greenhouse gas emissions from new development.  (“CAP” stands for “Climate Action Plan”).  
The checklist provides more consistency in the review of development projects and 
improved certainty of outcome compared to a project-specific analysis of GHG emissions.    
 

2. Must all discretionary projects use the CAP Consistency Review Checklist?  
 

Answer:  Not necessarily.  Discretionary projects that are determined to be CEQA-exempt 
are also exempt from the CAP Checklist.  In addition, projects that are not CEQA exempt may 
instead prepare a project specific analysis of GHG reductions at the City’s discretion.   Please 
note that using the later method may increase the burden for GHG reduction on the project 
and may reduce certainty of the outcome. 
 

3. Can I substitute increased energy efficiency for the on-site renewable energy 
requirement (#6)? 
 
Yes, In lieu of installing PV systems that would generate 15% of the projects total energy, 
the project may exceed energy efficiency standards of Title 24, part 6 of the California 
Building Code, such as building to CALGreen Tier 1 energy standards.   (Residential projects 
shall exceed the 2013 Title 24 energy efficiency by a minimum of  10% and commercial 
projects shall exceed 2013 Title 24 energy efficiency by a minimum of  5%), as depicted in 
the following diagram: 
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4. Can I substitute SMUD Greenergy for the on-site renewable energy requirement (#6)?   
 
Answer:  No, because long-term GHG reductions cannot be verified. 

 

5.  What is required to meet Tier 1 for water efficiency? 
 
Answer:  Please see 2010 California Green Building Standards Code, California Code of 
Regulations, Title 24, Part II,   First Printing, June 2010.  Residential standards are in 
Appendix A4, and Non-Residential standards are in Appendix A5.  The checklists on the 
following page should be copied into the submittal for building plan check. 
 

6. What can I do if I need assistance?  What if I don’t understand the CAP requirements? 
 
Answer:  You can contact Environmental Planning Services staff for basic questions. You 
may also want to retain the services of a specialized consultant who is experienced in 
analyzing and mitigating greenhouse gas emissions for more complex development 
projects. 
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