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Chris Conlin is currently serving as the Assistant City Manager for Public Safety, City of Sacramento, a 
position he assumed on January 19, 2018.  He provides executive oversite of the Police Department, Fire 
Department, Office of Emergency Management, Homeless Division, Violence Prevention Program, Youth 
Development Program, and the Youth, Parks & Community Enrichment Department (YPCE). He 

concurrently served 9 months as the Interim Fire Chief leading a department of 109 Fire Officers and 52 

civilians with a $108 million annual budget organized as 24 fire stations with 33 deployable companies, 

15 ambulances teams, a rescue company, 3 swift water rescue teams, and 2 hazmat response teams.  

Prior to his current position, Chris served two years as the City’s Director of Parks and Recreation leading 

a department of 1700 employees with an annual budget of over $36 million for 3,400 acres of parkland 

including 228 developed parks.   
 
Prior to joining the City of Sacramento, Chris was the Deputy Director of Off-Highway Vehicle Recreation 
in the California Department of Parks and Recreation, a position he was appointed to by Governor Jerry 
Brown in 2013. He concurrently served nineteen months as the acting Deputy Director of California 
Boating and Waterways. He was responsible for a combined annual budget of over $170 million, the 
operations of approximately 145,000 acres of Park lands and facilities, multiple statewide education and 
safety programs, and a robust catalog of local assistance grants and loans.  
 
Chris’ early years began in Quantico, Virginia as the son of a career military officer, which led to a life of 
travel. In 1981 he graduated from the University of Rochester (New York) with a bachelor’s degree in 
Political Science and International Relations, and he was commissioned as a Marine Corps Officer. He 
subsequently was on active duty leading a variety of operational and training commands from 40-man 
rifle platoons to battalions of over 1,500 personnel.  He retired after 30 years of continuous service with 
the rank of Colonel.  Career highlights include: leading an infantry company of 200 Marines during the 
liberation of Kuwait, serving as the commander of a combined Marine and SEAL Special Operations Unit 
during operations in the Mideast, and leading a 1,500-person Task Force during the liberation of Iraq. He 
also served as the Provisional Governor of Najaf Province in Iraq with a population of 1.3 million people.   
As a senior officer, Chris developed policies and venues for federal and international level interagency 
collaboration. His work directly led to US Department of State initiatives in interagency planning 
methods and crisis response.   
 
In addition to his professional responsibilities, Chris is recognized as a subject matter expert on 
leadership, providing senior executive and mid-level instruction to organizations such as the FBI, 
Homeland Security, Marine Aviation Weapons and Tactics Squadron One (MAWTS-1), the U.S. Forrest 
Service, California State University, and Non-profit organizations.  


