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The Sacramento City Council has placed Measure L, the “Sacramento Independent
Redistricting Commission Act,” on the ballot.  The measure proposes to amend the
Sacramento City Charter to establish a redistricting commission that is independent of
the city council and that has sole authority for establishing council districts.

The Sacramento City Charter currently grants the city council the authority to establish
or change council district boundaries.  The charter further provides that the city council
must examine and modify, if necessary, council district boundaries after a regular
United States census, so that the districts are as nearly equal in population as required
under the federal and state constitutions.  In establishing or changing district
boundaries, the city council must consider the following factors: topography, geography,
cohesiveness, continuity, integrity and compactness of territory, community of interests
of the districts, existing neighborhoods, and community boundaries.

Measure L would delete those provisions in the charter regarding the city council’s
authority to establish or change council district boundaries.  Measure L would replace
the existing Sacramento City Charter Article XII (“Board of Education”) – which by its
own terms had no force or effect after January 1, 1980 – with a new Article XII
(“Redistricting”).

The proposed Article XII would vest in a new Sacramento Independent Redistricting
Commission the exclusive authority to redraw council district boundaries.  The
commission would be independent of city council control.  The commission could adopt
its own rules of procedure, as well as rules for the interpretation and implementation of
Article XII.

The commission would have 13 commissioners.  Eight commissioners – one from each
existing council district – would be selected from a pool of qualified applicants by a
“screening panel,” as described in proposed Article XII; those eight persons would then
select the remaining five commissioners, plus two alternates.

The proposed Article XII sets forth requirements and criteria that the commission must
follow when it draws council district boundaries after each regular United States
decennial census.  The commission’s maps must create districts that are substantially
equal in population, comply with the federal and state constitutions and other applicable
laws, and are geographically contiguous.  The commission must also consider the
following criteria, in order of priority, when drawing a map: existing neighborhoods and
community boundaries, communities of interest, integrity and compactness of territory,
geography and topography, natural and artificial barriers and boundaries, preservation
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of population cores that have consistently been associated with each council district,
and any other commission-adopted criteria.

The proposed Article XII also includes provisions regarding public meetings and public
comment, record-keeping, administration, and legal challenges to the commission’s
adopted maps.  Measure L also makes other technical language changes to the charter
consistent with the amendments described above.

A “yes” vote is in favor of amending the Sacramento City Charter to establish the
Sacramento Independent Redistricting Commission.  A “no” vote is against that
amendment. A majority of “yes” votes is required to pass Measure L.
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