
RESOLUTION NO. 2015-0162

Adopted by the Sacramento City Council   

June 2, 2015 

DECLARING CONTINUING WATER SHORTAGE AND IMPLEMENTING ADDITIONAL 
WATER CONSERVATION MEASURES AND USE RESTRICTIONS 

BACKGROUND

A. California is experiencing an ongoing severe drought, with snowpack runoff and 
reservoir storage levels at or near record lows.

B. Article XI of Chapter 13.04 of the Sacramento City Code (Outdoor Water Conservation) 
specifies outdoor water use limitations and restrictions to promote efficient water use 
and increase water conservation. City Code section 13.04.910 authorizes the City 
Council, by Resolution, to declare the existence of a water shortage and impose revised 
or additional limitations and restrictions on outdoor water use while the water shortage 
remains in effect. 

C. The City’s 2010 Urban Water Management Plan, adopted by the City Council in October 
2011, includes a Water Shortage Contingency Plan that sets forth four water 
conservation stages designed to reduce overall water usage during a water shortage as 
follows:

Water Conservation Stage                                 Water Use Reduction Goal

Stage 1                                                                 10 to 20% 
Stage 2                                                                 20 to 30% 
Stage 3                                                    30 to 40% 
Stage 4                                                                 40 to 50%

D. On January 14, 2014, based on critical drought conditions, the Sacramento City Council 
adopted Resolution No. 2014-0018, declaring a water shortage and implementing Stage 
2 of the City’s water shortage contingency plan, which enacted water conservation 
measures and water use restrictions in addition to those already included in the City 
Code with the goal of reducing water use by 20% or more. 

E. The City’s Department of Utilities also activated an emergency drought response team, 
appointed an Incident Commander, and deployed an Incident Command Structure to 
effectively address all aspects of the drought including: operational issues, planning and 
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strategy, public outreach and education, funding and financing, and logistics. The 
drought response team meets bi-weekly. 

F. The City of Sacramento has implemented numerous measures to promote water 
conservation, reduce water use, and increase water use efficiency, by:

Prohibiting the use of City water to wash down sidewalks, driveways, or parking 
areas.

Prohibiting the waste of City water from leaky water lines or fixtures, and 
prohibiting water runoff.

Encouraging residents to limit residential car washing by patronizing carwashes 
that recycle water. The City also prohibits residential car washing with a hose 
unless the hose is equipped with an automatic shut-off nozzle attachment, and 
the attachment is being used to shut off the flow of water at all times when the 
hose is not being used to wash the vehicle.

Limiting outdoor irrigation for residential or commercial purposes while daylight 
savings time is in effect to two days per week, based on the street address, with 
no watering allowed between 10 a.m. and 7 p.m., and no watering allowed at all 
on Mondays, Thursdays, and Fridays.  Outdoor irrigation is restricted to one day 
per week when daylight savings time ends.

Significantly increasing enforcement of the City’s outdoor water use restrictions, 
with a doubling of violation penalties while the water shortage remains in effect.

Maintaining a multi-departmental task force to assure that the City leads by 
example and significantly reduces the City’s own water use.   

Working with commercial, industrial, and institutional water service customers to 
identify ways to reduce water usage, including reductions in outdoor irrigation 
usage.

Conducting an extensive and ongoing public information effort throughout the 
City to inform City residents and businesses of the need for water conservation, 
the water use limitations and restrictions adopted and enforced by the City, and 
practical ways to reduce water use.

Implementing on-line tools that allow water customers to monitor and reduce 
their water usage.  
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Utilizing automated meter infrastructure technology to detect leaks on a real-time 
basis, and significantly increasing the City’s ongoing leak detection and 
correction efforts.

Continuing the City’s participation in and funding for water use efficiency 
incentive programs, such as rebates programs for high-efficiency toilets and 
washing machines.

Increasing the scope of the City’s “River Friendly Landscape Program” (aka 
“cash for grass”) to encourage residential customers to replace turf with drought 
tolerant landscaping.

Expediting the rehabilitation of existing groundwater wells to reduce surface 
water usage, and entering into agreements with neighboring agencies to receive 
supplemental groundwater if needed due to drought-related shortages.

G. On January 17, 2014, Governor Jerry Brown signed a proclamation declaring a drought 
State of Emergency in California, and on April 25, 2014, Governor Jerry Brown signed a 
proclamation of a continued drought State of Emergency in California.

H. In May of 2014, the State Water Resources Control Board (State Board) issued notices 
of curtailment for surface water diversions made under post-1914 appropriative water 
rights in the Sacramento and San Joaquin River watersheds.

I. On June 17, 2014, the Sacramento City Council adopted Resolution No. 2014-0209, 
declaring a continuing water shortage and implementing additional water use 
restrictions. 

J. On July 15, 2014, the State Board adopted drought-related emergency regulations for 
urban water conservation throughout the state, which include provisions prohibiting the 
following uses of potable water, except where necessary to address an immediate 
health and safety need:

• Washing down driveways and sidewalks;

• Watering of outdoor landscapes that cause excess runoff;

• Using a hose to wash a motor vehicle, unless the hose is fitted with a shut-off 
nozzle; and

• Using potable water in a fountain or decorative water feature, unless the water is 
recirculated.
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K. The Sacramento City Code already prohibited these uses, except for the use of water in 
a fountain or decorative water feature without a recirculating pump.  On August 7, 2014, 
the Sacramento City Council adopted Resolution No. 2014-0275, declaring a continuing 
water shortage and implementing the prohibition on the use of water in a fountain or 
decorative water feature without a recirculating pump.

L. On March 17, 2015, the State Board amended and readopted its drought-related 
emergency regulations for urban water conservation throughout the state.

M. On April 1, 2015, Governor Jerry Brown issued Executive Order B-29-15, which 
recognized the continued existence of severe drought throughout the State, and 
ordered the implementation of additional water use restrictions and other measures 
intended to reduce potable urban water usage statewide by 25% through February of 
2016.  

N. On May 1, 2015, the State Board issued notices of curtailment for surface water 
diversions made under post-1914 appropriative water rights in the Sacramento River 
watershed.

O. On May 5, 2015, the State Board adopted Resolution No. 2015-0032, amending its 
drought-related emergency regulations to implement restrictions specified in Executive 
Order B-29-15 and mandate tiered water use reductions by urban water suppliers, 
based on each supplier’s average residential gallons-per-capita-per-day (R-GPCD) 
usage during the July-September 2014 time period.  The water use reduction mandated 
for the City of Sacramento is a 28% reduction for the time period from June, 2015 
through February, 2016, relative to the City’s R-GPCD usage during the same months 
in 2013.

P. On May 12, 2015, the Sacramento City Council adopted Ordinance No. 2015-0011,
which added provisions to Article XI of Chapter 13.04 of the Sacramento City Code 
prohibiting: (1) water runoff from non-irrigation uses; (2) the use of City water in a 
fountain or decorative water feature without a recirculating pump; and (3) outdoor 
irrigation during or within 48 hours after measurable rainfall.

Q. The water shortage previously declared by the Sacramento City Council continues to 
exist, necessitating a continuation and augmentation of the City’s water conservation 
measures and water use restrictions to meet the State-mandated 28% reduction in 
water usage. 
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BASED ON THE FACTS SET FORTH IN THE BACKGROUND, THE CITY COUNCIL
RESOLVES AS FOLLOWS: 

Section 1.  Based on the on-going drought conditions, the Sacramento City Council hereby 
declares that a water shortage continues to exist.  This Resolution replaces and 
supersedes Resolution Nos. 2014-0018, 2014-0209, and 2014-0275. 

Section 2.  To comply with the State Board’s emergency regulations adopted by State Board 
Resolution No. 2015-0032 and meet the State-mandated 28% reduction in water 
usage, it is necessary to continue implementation of Stage 2 of the City’s Water 
Shortage Contingency Plan by implementing the measures described in Section 3 
of this Resolution.

Section 3. The following water conservation measures and water use restrictions are adopted:

1.   The City Manager shall enhance the City’s current public information 
campaign to inform the City’s water customers of the need for water 
conservation and the provisions enacted by this Resolution.  The 
campaign shall include information to customers on ways to reduce their 
water use and on the preservation of trees.  

2. The City Manager shall increase outreach to commercial, industrial, and 
institutional water service customers to identify ways to reduce water 
usage and comply with the State Board’s emergency regulations.

3. The City Manager shall increase the City’s already aggressive water 
waste patrols to enforce the provisions of Article XI of Chapter 13.04 of the 
City Code (Outdoor Water Conservation) and this Resolution, including 
increased night, morning, and weekend patrols. 

4. The City Manager shall continue to require a reduction in the irrigation of 
City parks and other City facilities. 

5. Shut-off valves shall be required on all hoses used for irrigation purposes, 
car washing, or other uses of City water.

6. While daylight savings time is in effect, outdoor irrigation shall continue to 
be limited to two days per week.  Locations bearing a street address 
ending in an odd number shall be permitted to irrigate only on Tuesday and 
Saturday.  Locations bearing a street address ending in an even number 
shall be permitted to irrigate only on Wednesday or Sunday.  There shall 
be no water irrigation on Mondays, Thursdays, or Fridays. Education will 
be offered on correct watering methods to enhance turf viability. 
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7. The irrigation of new landscaping shall be subject to the same restrictions 
as existing landscaping, and the provisions of City Code § 13.04.880(A) 
allowing irrigation of new landscaping on any day of the week for a period 
of 21 days after planting shall not apply while this Resolution remains in 
effect.

8. To comply with the State Board’s emergency regulations, the irrigation of 
ornamental turf on public street medians with potable City water is 
prohibited.

9. Main flushing shall be allowed only for emergency or public health and 
safety purposes.  

Section 4. The City Manager shall monitor the effectiveness of the City’s water conservation 
measures and water use restrictions in meeting the State-mandated 28% 
reduction in water usage.  If the City Manager determines at any time that the 
City may not be on track to meet this reduction, the City Manager shall 
expeditiously return to the City Council with recommended additional measures 
or restrictions, such as limiting outdoor irrigation to one day per week.

Section 5.   The water conservation measures and water use restrictions described in 
Section 3 of this Resolution are in addition to the provisions of Article XI of 
Chapter 13.04 of the City Code (Outdoor Water Conservation); in the event of 
any conflict between any provision of Article XI and this Resolution, the 
provisions of this Resolution shall govern while this Resolution remains in effect.  

Section 6.   The City Manager is authorized and empowered to delegate the City 
Manager’s authority hereunder to such assistants, deputies, officers, employees,
or agents of the City as  the City Manager shall  designate,  and  to  establish
such  rules,  regulations,  and procedures, and to prepare or furnish such 
forms, as the  C i ty  Manager   deems necessary or appropriate to carry out 
the provisions of this Resolution. 

Section 7.   No person shall use, or cause to be used, City water in violation of any of the
provisions of this Resolution while the water shortage remains in effect, as specified 
in City Code § 13.04.870(G). 

Section 8.  The penalties for violations specified in City Code § 13.04.890 shall continue to 
be doubled while the water shortage remains in effect, as specified in City Code 
§ 13.04.890(D).

Section 9.   This Resolution shall be effective upon its adoption, and shall remain in effect 
until rescinded or otherwise modified by subsequent resolution of the City 
Council.  
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Section 10. This Resolution shall be published within ten days after its adoption, pursuant to 
California Water Code § 376(a).

Adopted by the City of Sacramento City Council on June 2, 2015, by the following vote:

Ayes: Members Ashby, Carr, Guerra, Hansen, Harris, Jennings, Schenirer, Warren 
and Mayor Johnson

Noes:  None

Abstain: None 

Absent: None

Attest:

           
Shirley Concolino, City Clerk
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Shirley Concolino
Digitally signed by Shirley Concolino 
DN: cn=Shirley Concolino, o=City of Sacramento, ou=City 
Clerk, email=sconcolino@cityofsacramento.org, c=US 
Date: 2015.06.17 09:31:02 -07'00'


