
During moderate to intense storms, the 
McKinley Park area and surrounding 
neighborhoods in East Sacramento can 
experience significant street flooding. 
This occurs due to the limited capacity 
of the combined sewer system.

E A S T  S A C R A M E N T O ’ S  S T R E E T  
F L O O D I N G  C H A L L E N G E

The combined sewer system serves over 200,000 City 
residents including people in the Downtown, River Park, 
Land Park, Curtis Park and Oak Park neighborhoods and 
right here in East Sacramento. 

The system conveys both wastewater and stormwater 
runoff in a single pipe network. During storm events, 
when the system exceeds capacity, mixed stormwater 
and wastewater flows out onto nearby low-lying areas 
including streets and adjacent properties. 

T H E  M C K I N L E Y  W AT E R  VA U LT:  
O U R  S O L U T I O N

The Department of Utilities has embarked on a project 
to install a storage facility under McKinley Park to 

McKinley
Water
VaultVault

P R O T E C T I N G  P E O P L E  A N D
P R O P E R T Y  F R O M  F L O O D I N G

help reduce the combined system outflows. Utilities 
conducted planning-level studies of various alternative 
locations and structure options between 2013 and 2015. 

The outcome of those studies identified McKinley Park as 
the preferred location to provide flood protection benefits. 

This project, the McKinley Water Vault, is key to the 
City’s long-term plan to reduce street and structure 
flooding. It will also fulfill permit requirements from 
the California Regional Water Quality Control Board, 
a regulatory agency.  

A B O U T  T H E  VA U LT

If approved, the Vault will be a large cistern that will 
reduce wastewater outflows and flooding during large 
storm events. Nothing flows into or gets stored in the 
Vault except during storm events. The water will then 
slowly feed back into the combined sewer system for 
treatment at the Sacramento Regional Wastewater 
Treatment Plant or the City’s wet weather treatment 
facilities. 

The McKinley Water Vault is anticipated to be:

• One underground structure

• Located under the George “Butter” Cole baseball field

• Able to store roughly 800,000 cubic feet of combined 
wastewater, six million gallons

F A C T  S H E E T

P R O J E C T  B E N E F I T S

Increase public safety 
by reducing wastewater 

and stormwater outflows

Help protect property 
by considerably cutting 
back on street flooding

Reduce street flooding, 
which benefits drivers, 

walkers, park goers and 
people living and visiting 

the area

Address requirements 
of City permits



T I M E L I N E *

W H E R E  W E  A R E  N O W

We are:

• evaluating construction impacts and working with 
community to keep impacts to a minimum

• identifying park enhancements

• soliciting public input.

• preparing to bring the Environmental Impact Report to 
City Council.

G E T  E N G A G E D
             #McKinleyWaterVault

G E T  I N V O LV E D
  Presentations

  e-updates

G E T  C O N N E C T E D
McKinleyWaterVault@CityofSacramento.org

CityofSacramento.org/McKinleyWaterVault

916-808-5545
Your Utilities. Your Partner. 

#alwaysworking for you and your family
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Park Way

WATER
VAULT

Existing 10-Year Flooding Areas

FALL 2017
Commence

final
design

FALL 2018/WINTER 2019

Solicit construction
bids and City Council 
approval to award

SPRING 2019
Start

construction

LATE 2020
Complete project 
construction and 

park enhancements

EARLY 2017
Project pre-design

studies 

* timeline subject to change

P R O J E C T  F U N D I N G

The City uses ratepayer dollars, service and development 
impact fees, grants and other special funds to pay for 
operations and our capital improvement program. 

The recent rate increases passed in March 2016 by the 
Sacramento City Council will fund portions of this project. 

PUBLIC OUTREACH


