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City Attorney

The mission of the Sacramento City Attorney’s Office is to provide the highest quality legal
services to the City of Sacramento.

The City Attorney serves as the legal advisor to the City Council, City Officers and Department staff,
boards and commissions as well as the Advisory, Investment and Fiscal Management Board, the
Sacramento City Financing Authority, and Sacramento Regional Arts Facilities Financing Authority.
The City Attorney’s Office provides legal representation in criminal, civil and administrative litigation,
renders advice and counsel, and prepares ordinances, resolutions, contracts, opinions and other
legal documents for the City and the related entities. The City Attorney’s Office is organized into three
operational sections and administration.

e Litigation: Defends and prosecutes almost all cases on behalf
of the City of Sacramento, and its officers and
employees acting in the course and scope of

employment.
e Public Safety and Land Works collaboratively with City departments on
Use: building and land use issues, code enforcement,

social nuisance abatement, public safety issues,
including prosecuting code violations through
administrative, civil, or criminal proceedings, and
social nuisances through civil litigation and training,
and advising staff on enforcement matters.

e Advisory: Provides strategic support to the City Council’s
policymaking function by providing legal advice to
the City Council and Charter Officers, and works
closely with City departments on ordinance
drafting, contract negotiations and legal advice and
counsel regarding a wide range of City issues,
including development, finance, utilities, public
works projects, elections and public safety matters.

e Administration: Develops and implements office policies and
procedures, monitors overall office performance,
prepares and administers the office budget,
handles all personnel hiring and other personnel
matters, assembles and analyzes office
productivity data, including production of an annual
report, and engages in long-range planning. The
administration function of the office is performed
under the direction of the City Attorney.

In FY2013/14, the City Attorney’s Office advised or represented the interests of the City on
8,180 matters representing every City department, boards and commissions, the Library
Authority, and outside agencies.
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Below are recent accomplishments and current initiatives that meet the requisite characteristics of a
3.0 city: innovation, infrastructure improvement, and/or inclusion.

INNOVATION

After completing an internal assessment in 2014, the City Attorney’s Office is on a four-year
plan to upgrade mobile technology, improve processes and optimize staff time through the
replacement of desktop computers with mobile devices, implement upgraded software and put
new software into service, using funds from the office’s technology CIP.

INFRASTRUCTURE

The City Attorney’'s Office has provided advisory or litigation support to numerous City
infrastructure projects including the following:

e Entertainment Sports Center (ESC)

o Crocker Art Museum

e Sacramento Pedestrian Bridge

e Cosumnes/I-5 interchange and extension
e Natomas reuse

e Public Improvement Finance projects

e Streetcar project

e City Utilities’ CIPs affecting water, sewer, drainage, or flood control infrastructure
e Sac Commons project

e Township 9

e Curtis Park Village

e North Natomas parks

INCLUSION

Through the Justice for Neighbors Program the City Attorney’s Office partners with police
officers, enforcement officers from various City departments (e.g., park rangers, solid waste, code
officers, zoning investigator) and the community to address crime and nuisance problems proactively
and to implement innovative and comprehensive legal actions to create safer, stronger
neighborhoods.

BUDGET CHANGES

Revenue/

Offset Expenditure FTE
Program Description Fund Adjustment Change Change

Land Use Add a Senior Deputy City Attorney to address increased  General - 170,886 1.00
land use and development work.
Litigation Redirect a Deputy City Attorney Il to address increased General - 131,926

caseload and complexity of labor relations.

Total Change $ - $ 302812 1.00,
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Department Budget Summary

Change
City Attorney FY2013/14 FY2014/15 FY2014/15 FY2015/16 More/(Less)
Budget Summary Actuals Approved Amended Approved Approved/Amended
Employee Services 6,152,115 6,395,313 6,526,082 6,906,590 380,508
Other Services and Supplies 253,130 234,247 234,247 242,865 8,618
City Property 1,398 13,750 13,750 13,750 -
Transfers 19,779 19,779 19,779 19,779 -
Labor and Supply Offset (6,000) - - - -
Total 6,420,421 6,663,089 6,793,858 7,182,984 389,126
Change
FY2013/14 FY2014/15 FY2014/15 FY2015/16 More/(Less)
Funding Summary by Fund/Special District Actuals Approved Amended Approved Approved/Amended
Assessment Bond Registration 6,000 - - - -
Cty/Cnty Office-Water Planning 10,000 10,000 10,000 10,000 -
General Fund 3,803,282 3,844,796 3,975,565 4,884,848 909,283
Interdepartmental Service Fund 2,412,876 2,598,202 2,598,202 2,078,045 (520,157)
Storm Drainage Fund 37,653 42,018 42,018 42,018 -
Wastewater Fund 37,653 42,018 42,018 42,018 -
Water Fund 112,957 126,055 126,055 126,055 -
Total 6,420,421 6,663,089 6,793,858 7,182,984 389,126
Division Budget Summary
Change
City Attorney FY2013/14 FY2014/15 FY2014/15 FY2015/16 More/(Less)
Division Budgets Actuals Approved Amended Approved Approved/Amended
City Attorney Division 6,420,421 6,663,089 6,793,858 7,182,984 389,126
Total 6,420,421 6,663,089 6,793,858 7,182,984 389,126
Staffing Levels
Change
City Attorney FY2013/14 FY2014/15 FY2014/15 FY2015/16 More/(Less)
Division Budgets Actuals Approved Amended Approved Approved/Amended
City Attorney Division 46.00 46.00 46.00 47.00 1.00
Total 46.00 46.00 46.00 47.00 1.00
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