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We save lives!

Good

A BIG UPGRADE FOR OUR
VETERINARY MEDICINE PROGRAM

Your donation dollars at work
● Generous supporters donated $207,603 dollars to the Front

Street Shelter in 2013
● 446 injured or sick animals received advanced medical care

thanks to donations!
● $64,000 was used to purchase equipment for the new

surgery center
● Team Front Street attended 97 different adoption or

outreach events in 2013 - and got 156 animals adopted!
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Animals Saved at Front Street

New surgery center

Donation dollars
helped save
Jewel’s life when
she came to the
shelter with
paralyzed rear
legs - she now
has wheels!

The Front Street Animal
Shelter will soon have a
new veterinary medicine
building. Currently, our
veterinary staff work out of a mobile surgical trailer
no bigger than a horse trailer. Due to space
constrictions, they are only able to do approximately
10 surgeries per day. In order to keep up with the
demand for spaying and neutering our adopted
animals, we must send them out to other veterinary
clinics - at a huge cost - or they must wait for
several days before they get to go home with their
new family.
Thanks to funding from previous years and
generous donations from former City
Councilmember Sandy Sheedy and other valued
sponsors, our dream of a new surgery center will
become a reality in 2014. The building is complete we are waiting on the utilities and equipment. The
new surgery center will have four surgical tables,
office space for our veterinary staff, and kennel
space for those animals waiting for surgery or
recovering.

Animal Control Heroes

In 2013:
● Our officers received 17,726 calls

OUR OFFICERS AT WORK IN THE SACRAMENTO COMMUNITY
Our officers do much more than simply pick up stray animals. They are
dedicated to keeping our community safe for both people and animals.
Our incredible enforcement team, despite being terribly
shorthanded, somehow still managed to investigate and
move cases through for prosecution with a high rate of
Oﬃcer Shaw
success. We currently have three people sitting in county jail
rescues a baby
awaiting trial for animal abuse and cruelty. With the support
pig!
of our District Attorney’s Office, we are sending a clear
message that animals are important, that we care about them
and that mistreating them is unacceptable in the City of Sacramento.

Front Street Animal Shelter

for animal care services
● Our officers investigated 534 cases

of alleged abuse, neglect, or cruelty

Together...
Successful adoptions are only one
part of the picture at the Front Street
Animal Shelter. We are an important
resource for the Sacramento
community, providing education and
assistance programs for low-income
residents. We could never
accomplish our mission without the
help and support of our volunteer
team.

we saved lives!
3,435 animals were adopted and
found their forever homes!

990 animals were reunited with their
families!

606 community cats were saved
through the Return to Field Program!

2,536 pets were spayed or neutered
through Spay/Neuter Sacramento!

For love of a puppy

1,520 dogs and cats were sent to
rescue groups or other partner
shelters across the nation!

Oﬀ to Oregon

435
than

volunteers donated more

36,540

hours in 2013!

This includes foster care,
volunteering at the shelter,
staffing offsite adoption events,
working special events, and
special volunteer programs like
Spay/Neuter Sacramento,
Vaccination Clinic, and the Pet
Project!

2,389 pets were vaccinated through
our monthly vaccination clinics, our
community outreach programs, and
World Rabies Day!

12,663 community supporters

World Rabies Day
2014

helped spread our message through Facebook, Twitter, and
Instagram!

SASHA’S
STORY
“We just wanted let everyone know that
we adopted Sasha Fierce a few weeks
ago and she is very loved. There was a
worker there who found her and loved
her lots and we just wanted let her know
Sasha is very happy and very spoiled!”

We save lives!

A LETTER FROM GINA
There are not words adequate enough to articulate the sense of pride I feel about the many accomplishments of the Front Street Shelter. There are so
many people to recognize who contribute long hours, passion from their hearts and camaraderie from deep within their souls. The amazing shelter team
has accomplished what most thought not possible. Formerly the city pound, we are now the Front Street Shelter. We have a presence in our community. We are a place that works endlessly to save lives, not end them.
Our statistics speak for themselves. We once destroyed nearly 70% of the animals who came here, today, we approach saving 70% of them. We certainly have much more ground to cover, but the tremendous improvements cannot be ignored. Our data is transparent, it is not watered down or altered. It
is what it is, but clearly, through our collective efforts, great change has happened
Relationships have been established, for this I am proud - with our local media, who have been a tremendous support in telling our stories and ensuring
the message of hope for animals in Sacramento is shared or with Rescue groups who take from us those animals that require extra care and time that we
may not necessarily be able to offer. Partnerships. Relationships. I am very proud of this.
Our Animal Control Team is a small group of dedicated officers who, despite budget cuts and staffing shortages, continue to build quality cases against
those that abuse and brutalize animals in our community. I am incredibly proud of our stellar relationship with the District Attorney’s Office, without
which justice could not be served for those without a voice.
Our veterinary team, which includes paid staff, voluntary staff, veterinary students and contract staff, who despite what they may have learned in college,
quickly come to realize that shelter medicine is by far more challenging, heart wrenching and rewarding than any other type of veterinary work. This is
the MASH unit of veterinary care. Anyone who can do this, can do anything. Of this, I am proud.
Animal Care Technicians – unless you have done this day in and day out, no one can fathom the physical and emotional toll our team experiences every
day. Feeding, cleaning, medicating, loving, and the unfortunate task of ending life is by far one of the most difficult positions in this business. I am
proud of this team. They often work in the shadows, but without them, we could not open our doors every day.
Our customer service team are unsung heroes who keep our affairs in order and ensure that all of the T’s are crossed and I’s are dotted. Challenged often
by the unhappy customer, the tearful customer, the angry customer, they are the face of the shelter and without which there would undoubtedly be much
more chaos than we could handle.
Our volunteer program has flourished this past year. Thousands of hours contributed by wonderful people who give strictly form the heart because they
want to make a difference. Teenagers, senior citizens, college students and just the average citizen hoping to
make a difference. Undoubtedly, they all certainly have. Volunteers held us up when we might otherwise
have fallen. Our appreciation and pride for the work they do knows no measure.
I am proud of Sacramento. The people who have supported us by word of mouth, by sharing on Facebook,
by writing a check when perhaps there were more important things money could have been spent on. I am
incredibly proud of it all. I have never worked longer or harder or with more passion in my many years with
the City of Sacramento and I wouldn’t change a thing.
What is in store for next year? More lives saved. What else is there? I hope you will join us and support us as
we save lives!
Many blessings,

We save lives!
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