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File ID: 2017-00814  June 20, 2017 Consent Item 14 
 

 

 
Title: Agreement: EVgo High Speed Charging Plaza at Southside Park 
 

Location: 6th and W Streets near 2115 6th Street, District 4 
 

Recommendation: Pass a Motion: 1) approving an agreement with EVgo for the installation of 
a high-speed charging plaza at Southside Park consisting of up to six electric vehicle (EV) 
chargers, ten designated EV parking spaces, and related improvements for accessibility and 
signage; and 2) authorizing the City Manager or City Manager’s designee to enter into an 
agreement. 
 

Contact: Jennifer Venema, Sustainability Manager, (916) 808-1859; Matt Eierman, Parking 
Services Manager, (916) 808-5849; Joseph Gluvers, Associate Engineer, (916) 808-8427, 
Department of Public Works  
 

Presenter: None 

 

Attachments:  

1-Description/Analysis 
2-Agreement 
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Description/Analysis 

 
Issue Detail: Emerging EV technologies and business models provide new opportunities to 
expand public EV charging infrastructure. The 10-year agreement with EVgo is recommended 
as a Demonstration Partnership for the testing and demonstration of new EV technologies and 
services. EVgo operates the largest public fast charging EV network in the nation, with more 
than 1,000 charging stations. Staff would use lessons from the EVgo project to develop 
curbside charging permit guidance. The recommended agreement would authorize EVgo to 
install, operate, and maintain up to six direct current (DC) fast chargers and ten designated EV 
parking spaces in the public right-of-way at no cost to the City. The EVgo chargers would be 
available as a paid service for drivers of EVs. These would be the first “curbside” EV chargers 
available in the city, and EVgo’s first partnership with a local government for development of 
150-kW high-power DC fast chargers. The project would be a cutting-edge demonstration as 
EVgo’s third high-power DC fast charge station in California.  
 
Policy Considerations: A partnership with EVgo would support the goals of the General Plan 
and City Council. General Plan Policy M1.5.5 calls for collaboration with state and regional 
partners to support rapid adoption of zero-emissions and low-emission vehicles, including 
increasing the availability of public and private EV charging stations. City Council adopted the 
Demonstration Partnership Policy on April 25, 2017 (Resolution No. 2017-0150) for the testing, 
evaluation, and demonstration of innovative solutions to City services. The policy directs the 
City to streamline partnerships that provide new and innovative solutions to implement City 
goals and policies (Section III.1), and structure partnerships to maximize public benefit and 
advance financial, operational, and environmental sustainability (Section III.4). This proposal 
would allow for the development and demonstration of fast EV charging in the right-of-way, at 
no cost the City. These efforts are consistent with adopted goals to support zero-emission 
vehicles and test new ways to provide services. 
 

Economic Impacts:  None. 
 

Environmental Considerations: The Community Development Department Environmental 
Services Manager has determined that the proposed project is exempt from the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15303. The project 
consists of the construction and location of limited numbers of new small facilities and 
structures at an existing developed park and public right of way. 
 

Sustainability: The General Plan and 2012 Climate Action Plan emphasize the role of EV 
programs. The installation of EV charging infrastructure in public locations can help increase 
community awareness and improve the practicality of EVs. The transportation sector is the 
largest greenhouse gas emissions sector in the community, comprising 48% of community-
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wide greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions. The proposed agreement would expand the EV 
charging network and support EV programs, implementing Climate Action Plan strategies to 
reduce vehicular emissions. In addition to reducing GHG emissions, all-electric battery EVs 
also emit zero tailpipe emissions and help improve local air quality. 
 

Commission/Committee Action: Not applicable. 
 

Rationale for Recommendation: This agreement provides the City an opportunity, to analyze 
methods for future installations of EV infrastructure in the community. The High-Speed EV 
Charging Plaza will serve as a convenient location for the regional and interstate EV charging 
network. The recommended agreement would authorize EVgo to expand the City’s EV 
charging services with new, advanced high-power DC fast charger technology in a highly 
visible location. Supporting innovative EV implementation with EVgo would enable the City to 
evaluate new types of EV applications. This approach is a first step to expanding permit 
processes to accommodate curbside charging city-wide. 
 

Financial Considerations: Partnership with EVgo would facilitate an expansion of EV 
infrastructure at no cost to the City. Preliminary City estimates for developing a single, 
conventional 50-kW DC fast charger in the right-of-way range from over $600,000 to more than 
$1.2 million, plus ongoing costs for charger operations and maintenance. Due to EVgo’s 
industry expertise, the EVgo team can realize greater cost efficiencies while installing more 
advanced charging infrastructure. EVgo would be responsible for all project design, electric 
services, ADA compliance, entitlements, permitting, and construction. EVgo will also operate 
and maintain the charging infrastructure for the duration of the ten-year agreement. Public-
private partnership with an industry leader offers a no-cost, low risk opportunity. The 
recommended agreement would also include an annual licensing fee of $2,000 to the City, for 
a total of $20,000 over the ten-year agreement term. The licensing fee would help offset staff 
time and support the development of future EV projects. 
 

Local Business Enterprise (LBE): Not applicable. 
 
Background: The recommended agreement would authorize a partnership with EVgo, for 
EVgo’s development and operation of up to six direct current (DC) fast chargers and ten 
designated EV parking spaces in the public right-of-way. All work would be at no cost to the 
City. The new chargers would be 150-kilowatt (kW) high-power DC fast chargers, a new 
generation of technology that can provide a 300-mile range in as few as 20 to 30 minutes. 
These would be the first “curbside” chargers in Sacramento, and EVgo’s first partnership with a 
local government for development of 150-kW high-power DC fast chargers.  
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The project would make Sacramento just the third location in all of California with a high-power 
DC fast charger after Fremont and Baker. Additionally, Sacramento would be the first 
municipality to pilot the high-power DC fast charger technology on city property, and the first to 
deploy any type of DC fast charger on-street in California.  
 
Partnership with EVgo would be a first critical step to update citywide processes to 
accommodate a diversity of EV charging companies and technologies in the right-of-way. The 
City has used a wide range of charging technologies and vendors for off-street EV 
infrastructure. The City’s earliest EV charging installations with SMUD date back to 1998. 
Chargers at City facilities consist primarily of ChargePoint equipment, in addition to 
AeroVironment, Clipper Creek, and other makes. However, EVgo is the first outside party that 
has provided a firm offer to construct a fast charger in the right of way in partnership with the 
City. This offer allows for an expansion of community EV infrastructure with state-of-the-art 
charging technology, at no cost to the City. EVgo has also demonstrated the ability to 
collaborate with the City and operate quickly and effectively. The recommendation supports a 
“learn by doing” approach, equipping City staff to identify and explore key issues in partnership 
with a third-party operator. This process would equip the City to analyze and determine 
appropriate regulations and guidance for on-street charging infrastructure. 
 
EVgo is developing the project to primarily serve multi-family residential uses around 
Southside Park. The project location was feasible for EVgo due to several additional reasons:  
 

• Availability of angled parking spaces, which can support a greater range of vehicles 
than parallel parking spots (regardless of charging port location on the front of the 
vehicle, driver side, passenger side, etc.) 

• Availability of excess angled parking spots for accessibility improvements, to meet 
requirements of the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA)  

• Adequate space for approximately 500 square feet of mechanical equipment enclosures 
in Southside Park 

• Free parking with time restrictions  
• Proximity to secondary community amenities and activities, including the park, Saturday 

Farmer’s Market at the W/X Parking Lots 
• Proximity to regional corridor traffic on the Capital City Freeway  

 
Charging equipment would be universally compatible for both CHAdeMO and CCS standards, 
offering “backwards” fast charging compatibility for electric vehicles with smaller batteries that 
are not currently able to charge at the full 150-kW level. The chargers will be accessible to 
EVgo subscribers and any non-subscribing customers. 
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The High-Speed EV Charging Plaza would serve as a key hub for the regional and interstate 
EV charging network. The City of Sacramento currently operates 91 EV chargers at City 
facilities, representing approximately 22% of more than 410 public and workplace chargers 
citywide. However, the U.S. Department of Energy Alternative Fuels Data Center estimates 
less than 20 DC fast chargers citywide. Expanding DC fast charging infrastructure is key to 
increasing the viability of EVs. The recommended agreement would authorize a private party 
to expand EV charging services with new, advanced high-power DC fast charger technology in 
a highly visible location.   
 

Supporting innovative EV implementation with EVgo would enable the City to evaluate new 
types of EV applications. This approach is a first step to expanding permit processes to 
accommodate curbside charging citywide. Standard “Level 2” EV charging technologies 
typically only provide 10 – 20 miles of range for every hour of charge, resulting in different 
considerations for on-street parking. Yet curbside DC fast charging offers several benefits: 
 

• New DC fast charger technologies allow for more rapid charging and higher vehicle 
turnover.  

• Fast charging better avoids potential conflicts with time restrictions for on-street parking.  
• Curbside charging is generally more visible and convenient, supporting a broader user 

base.  
• High visibility charging in the public right-of-way sends a stronger message of City 

leadership and public support for EV technologies.  
 
Current City policy does not provide guidance for curbside charging, but the recommendation 
would enable the City to analyze issues before establishing permit guidance. There has been 
past interest in curbside charging in Downtown. Several issues around curbside charging 
include ADA accessibility standards, risk and safety for equipment in the right-of-way, siting of 
electrical equipment, on-street parking enforcement, and consideration for metered parking. 
Staff is currently exploring necessary updates to create and enforce on-street EV parking 
regulations, including proposed State Assembly Bill 1452 (Parking: Exclusive Electric Charging 
and Parking on Public Streets). The bill would revise the California Vehicle Code (CVC) to 
authorize local jurisdictions for the enforcement of regulations for active on-street EV charging. 
Revision to the CVC is necessary before the City can enforce on-street EV charging. In the 
interim, the City can enforce time limits for on-street parking approved by City Council. 
Collaboration with EVgo would equip the City to identify solutions and appropriate regulatory 
tools based on a real-world test case.  
 
The recommendation allows the City to prepare for potential near-term investment in zero 
emission vehicle (ZEV) programs. Early development of curbside DC fast charging with EVgo 
helps the City to prepare curbside charging guidance and explore related issues. These 
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actions equip the City to move quickly and effectively for any future ZEV investments in the 
community. 
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