North 16th Street Streetscape Project
Community Workshop Summary
Monday, November 6 | 5:00 – 6:30 p.m.
The Vintage Monkey, 400 North 16th Street, Sacramento

Community Workshop Summary
Background
The City is developing concepts to revitalize the 16th
Street and North 16th Street corridor between H Street
and Richards Boulevard through streetscape
improvements.
The River District Specific Plan, adopted in 2011,
envisioned North 16th Street as an area for eclectic and
lively arts, entertainment and commercial use that will
attract visitors and shoppers.
The North 16th Street Streetscape project will contribute
to the goals of the Plan through the implementation of
improvements to make the corridor attractive and inviting to businesses, customers, and pedestrians.
Proposed improvements will include new curbs, gutters and sidewalks, landscaping, signage and
lighting, along with re-striping the travel lanes to accommodate on-street parking where feasible and
appropriate.

Community Workshop Purpose
The purpose of the community workshop was to provide
an update on the North 16th Street Streetscape project
and obtain community feedback on the revised design
concepts.

Community Workshop Format
At 5:00 p.m., Councilmember Steve Hansen welcomed
community members to the workshop and shortly after,
the project team gave a presentation prior to the open
house portion of the event. The presentation introduced
the North 16th Street Streetscape project agenda, project goals, site analysis, community input from
previous outreach efforts, and proposed design features. Following, community members had the
chance to visit six information stations, view the project boards and provide input through comment
cards or board activities regarding the improved design concepts.
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Summary of Displays and Activities
Below is a summary of the boards and activities.
Stations and Board Activities
Station 1: Welcome Station
This station included an overview of the City’s
goals for the project, the Plan area, and an
overview of community input from the online
questionnaire. Attendees were given an
informational brochure and a comment card to
provide feedback. The project team received 34
comment cards at the event.
Station 2: Environmental Process:
This station included an overview of the environmental process for the project.
Station 3: Project Overview:
This station included an overview of the City’s goals for the project, a map of the Plan area, a
recap of community input from the virtual questionnaire.
Station 4: Existing Conditions
This station presented existing conditions along the North 16th Street corridor and key findings
from the site analysis.
Station 5: Proposed Streetscape Improvements
This station included four maps of key intersections along the North 16th Street Corridor, with
proposed streetscape improvements. Each map had an accompanying board with community
input that was gathered and incorporated into the proposed improvements.
Station 6: Placemaking Elements
This station displayed different precedent imagery of potential placemaking elements, site
amenities, and types of public art that could be considered along the North 16th Street corridor.
Community members were given three dot stickers and were requested to place them next to
the placemaking elements they would most like to see along the North 16th Street corridor.
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Community Feedback
Board Feedback
Below are the community comments from the project boards in order of community priority based on the
board activities.
Improvements Menu
 Projected Murals
 Etched Sidewalk
Rationale for Proposed Design Features
 Proposed Green Infrastructure
 Proposed Upgraded Bus Stops
o Trash cans and recycle bins needed
o Make it safe for bikes
o Structure / protection from the
elements needed
o New seating is much needed
o Need wayfinding signage
 Art on Utility Boxes
 Proposed Lighting: Vandal Resistant Tunnel Lighting
o Much Needed!
 Public Art
o More sculptures and interactive art needed
Sample Proposed Improvements
 South Entrance of pedestrian tunnels
o Bathrooms needed.
o Bike Lanes! If not, then a lane with “right-of-way”.
o Will bikes still share space?
o Is there a way to beautify the Blue Diamond side at the pedestrian level?
 North B Street looking North
o The only way to get out of a parking spot is when the light changes – major problem.
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Comment Card Feedback
Below is a compilation of community input from comment cards submitted at the event placed into four
categories: Bicycling Improvements, Placemaking, Safety, and Additional Comments.
Bicycling Improvements
 As a local bicyclist and pedestrian, I find 16th
Street to be a narrowing street to encounter
no matter how I arrive, whether crossing or
traveling along. In addition, I use the tunnel
often but not as much as I need because it is
such a deterrent to travel. Even as a
sometimes driver, 16th Street is madness for
the shops and businesses and residents; the
noise, the pollution, and sense of
inhospitable danger destroys the potential.
We need a more visionary measure, car-free
areas, and protected 2-way bikeways everywhere!
 We need bike paths on 16th Street. More people will commute by bicycle if it is safer to bike on
main roads in Sacramento. We need bike paths to reduce inner city traffic and air pollution.
Please consider including bike paths in the overall improvement of 16th Street.
 I think 16th Street should be improved to provide better safety for cyclists. If 16th Street cannot
be improved, then other streets should be made to better accommodate cyclists and provide
safety. Additionally, the tunnel should be updated to be brighter and safer for cyclists and
pedestrians alike.
 I believe in order to have a safe environment for commuters that use bicycling as a primary form
of transportation we would need to have bike lanes available on busy streets such as one-way
streets and tunnels that have only two lanes available for the road to share amongst all
transportation forms. Eliminating sidewalk cycling for commuters that believe it’s the safest road.
 Safe bicycling connectivity … not sure I saw a safe path through 16th Street in the proposed
designs. Maybe consult a bicycle advocate / specialist.
 As a cyclist who regularly travels from Midtown to 16th north of the railroad tracks, the single
biggest improvement would be to widen the sidewalk under the tracks, turning it into a Class 1
bike path. Also, "day lighting" the path by removing the wall between the sidewalk and the motor
vehicle roadway would make pedestrians and cyclists feel safer. Thank you!
 Safety for bicyclists travelling on North 16th Street is VERY IMPORTANT and is not being
addressed. The cycle track on North 12th is not an adequate solution. B Street is not a safe
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connection between 12th and 16th street, and those travelling north on 16th Street should not
need to travel and extra half mile for safe access.
I'm happy to see bike infrastructure added to 12th Street. Adding better connections to 16th
Street and bike parking will make it easier for me to reach businesses without being scared away
by traffic.
I bicycle from South Sacramento to
Pipeworks 2-3 times per week and my
choices are the unsafe and unsanitary tunnel
(aka "Pee Tunnel") or the dark and isolated
bike path (aka "rape path") I do not feel safe
riding the bike path alone. My priority is a
protected two-way bike lane on 16th Street.
I know one is going in on 12th Street, but
that is out of the way and will also be unsafe
to get to and from Pipeworks (would have to
go down dark "tent city" street). Also, the tunnels should just be turned into sidewalks, like on
12th Street. If there are tunnels, there will be pee in them.
Bike lanes would be nice. And clean up the tunnel so it smells better. More pedestrian friendly.
Less cars, more biking and walking.
Disappointing that bike lanes aren't included. Pedestrian tunnels need better lighting and paving
that allows better drainage. Opening the 14th Street tunnel for additional access would be great.
Where are the bike improvements? Why are we making major investments but forsaking the
opportunity to make substantive bike improvements? Bike improvements are an economic
development strategy. Cannot improve conditions for pedestrians without addressing bikes.
Remove a lane or do a parking protected lane! Thank you!
I know bikes are encouraged to take parallel / connecting routes, but for short bike connections –
will they still be sharing the new / improved tunnels? Much needed improvements to safety and
pedestrian environment. As money becomes available, how will the City prioritize
improvements? Will it be by type, by amount of money, or by block by block? What upcoming
sources of money is the City aiming to get for this project. Please add a wayfinding signage to
placemaking elements.
It is an absolute travesty that the City is considering re-inventing 16th Street and not putting bike
lanes in - Shame on you! 12th Street is not a viable alternative for people coming from the South
east.
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Placemaking
 Where are homeless people included in your survey? They are a major user of this space and I
don't think the street should be designed to exclude them. How can their needs be incorporated
into this project? Better connectivity through 12th Street and a bike lane. Crossing pedestrian
crosswalks on a bike lane is not safe or an appropriate way to travel by bike. Don't prioritize
surveillance - prioritize 16th Street bike infrastructure, don't leave it to the 12th Street Project.
 Love all ideas, but as a resident of Twin Rivers, I would love to see some of the funds go towards
a super market along with fixing the streets.
 Need trash cans and recycle bins.
 Cross walk with flashing red lights when pedestrians are crossing, bike lane, reflectors in the
middle of lanes, art, trees, plants, new lamp posts, landscaping, murals.
 Will there be an area for a grocery store? What will be done about the homeless issue? We
should not pay for the improvement to the railroad bridge, at least not the whole bill.
 Please remember 16th Street serves North Sacramento also. It's not just people heading out to
the suburbs that use it to commute, but also a ton of people who live in Old North Sacramento
and Woodlake.
 Landscaped areas need to be maintained. In many parts of the City they are not - property
owners need to be educated about their responsibility and how to do it. Would flow through
planters also capture litter? Any place that "grasses" are used, they need to be kept weed-free
and maintained so they don't have the appearance of overgrown weeds.
 So excited for the streetscape and active transportation improvements! Safe pedestrian and
bicycling travel are critical in project success and creating a more welcoming environment for
businesses and visitors.
 I'm excited to see the corridor revitalized to make it a more attractive route in and out of
downtown.
 It is essential that the department that will be charged with maintaining the landscaping be on
board with, and funded for, this task. A bad example is how [the Department of Public Works]
has ignored maintenance and planting of the traffic islands, violating the Midtown Traffic Plan
and is progressively in-filling the planters so they don't have to maintain them. Replace any
canopy trees with canopy varieties rather than "low maintenance" landscape trees. The bus stop
shows no trash cans.
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This corridor is filthy and will remain so
unless trash receptacles are abundant and
emptied regularly. Look at all the trash on J
Street downtown, where did the trash bins
go? People won't carry their litter more than
1 block. Will the camping at Loaves and
Fishes impact the "appeal" of this project that
you are so diligently trying to achieve?
Top priorities: wider sidewalks, more trees
and greenery, lighting, pedestrian crossings.
Traffic speeds seem too fast for a pedestrian
scale community.

Safety
 The number one concern voiced by the community was regarding improvements to the tunnel.
Despite this, I don't see any substantial improvements to the tunnel proposed. Without
remedying this situation, which is the primary restriction of foot and bicycle traffic on North 16th,
I don't understand the purpose of these other improvements.
 I'm happy to see there will be improvements with aesthetics, parking, etc. However, it’s
disappointing that the pedestrian tunnels aren't getting the safety improvements that this
community (residents and business owners) need. I'm not confident that brighter lighting will
solve the issue of loiterers.
 The tunnels need re-thinking (on both 12th and 16th Street). Both are disgusting. Need major
lighting, day and night, and the 16th Street tunnel needs a daily wash down, otherwise only
homeless will use them (for toilets). Cameras would be great as well. North of the railroad’s
underpass should have possible removal of the flood control tower. Plants in planters, native
plants are great; we're close to the river! Trash cans should be introduced. The bicycle entrance
is problematic; it’s mainly just a homeless footpath. Cyclists use the C Street entrance. Can you
come up with an alternative route? The Dreher Street bikeway "entrance" ends of Basler and
Dreher are dark, dangerous (there are drug deals) and need more and brighter lights! Or no one
will use it. The alley linking Dreher and Basler (secluded, totally dark at night) needs major
lighting.
 Would love to see more lighting to create bike and pedestrian safety. Blow up the pee tunnel!
 Providing a safer and more accessible route through the 16th Street tunnel is needed. Better lighting
to deter people from peeing in the tunnel, adding bike lanes that are raised from the street level.
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Were homeless people interviewed for the study?
They are frequent users of the area. An online
survey is likely to exclude their opinions; they're
residents too, right? I heard a few comments
during the presentation about designing features
to discourage rest. People resting isn't the
problem. I'm not excited about more surveillance.
I'm concerned about the effect on those served at
Loaves and Fishes. How can the city implement
low income housing in the area and create a space
for all Sacramentans?

Appendix





Workshop Flyer
Presentation
Exhibits
Comment Card
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Stop by at your
convenience any time
between 5:00 and 6:30 p.m.
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Purpose of the Questionnaire
• Obtain early input from the
community
• Understand travel choices and
frequency of trips
• Identify what they like about the
corridor
• Identify perceived issues with the
corridor
• Identify the types of preferred
improvements

What did the project team do with the results
of the questionnaire?

1,150
responses

What we heard...
Travel Behavior
How do you currently travel on
16th / North 16th Street?

How often do you travel to or on
16th / North 16th Street?

What we heard...
Corridor Challenges
Which of the following challenges have you
observed along 16th / North 16th Street?

What we heard...
Potential Improvements
What are the top three potential
streetscape improvements you would like
to see on 16th / North 16th Street?
Where would you like to see streetscape
improvements on 16th / North 16th Street?

What we heard...
Potential routes for Cyclists

What we heard...
Business Owners
Where do your delivery trucks usually park?

TOLERANT

TOLERANT

North 16th Street Streetscape Project

Welcome
Please sign in.

North 16th Street Streetscape Project

Environmental
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or reduce significant impacts.

Environmental Review Process
• A CEQA document will be circulated for public review and comment in the first half of 2018.
• Key areas of study include:

Cultural resources
(including local historic districts)

Construction air quality

Construction noise effects
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Project
Overview

Project Overview
City’s Goals
• Allow on-street parking on both sides
of the street
• Enhance sidewalks and landscape areas
and construct vertical curbs
• Enable tunnel improvements such as:
• Lighting
• Railing redesign
• Deter loitering
• Add landscaping where feasible

What We Heard
Travel Behavior
How do you currently travel on 16th / North 16th Street?

Corridor Challenges
Which of the following challenges have you observed
along 16th / North 16th Street?

• Tunnel Safety: 370
• Transients: 196
• Bike Safety: 137
• Traffic: 122
• Pedestrian Safety: 185

How often do you travel to or on 16th / North 16th Street?

*Each pin shows the number
of respondents that dropped
a pin in that area.

- 1,150 responses to a Virtual Community Dialogue

What We Heard
Potential Improvements

Where would you like to see streetscape improvements
on 16th / North 16th Street?

What are the top three potential streetscape
improvements you would like to see on
16th / North 16th Street?
• Wider, more consistent
sidewalks: 304
• Public Art: 50
• Lower level Paintings: 25
• Parklets: 14
• Trees: 74

*Each pin shows the number
of respondents that dropped
a pin in that area.

- 1,150 responses to a Virtual Community Dialogue

What We Heard
Business Owners

Potential routes for Cyclists

Where do your delivery trucks usually park?
• North A Street and 16th Street
• North C Street and 16th Street
“Business deliveries park on the street
and slow traffic.”
• McCormack Avenue and 16th Street
• F Street and 16th Street
”The traffic lane runs immediately next to
the sidewalk in front of my building at 614
16th Street. Delivery vehicles park in the alley
or sometimes simply stop in the traffic lane.”
• North A Street and 16th Street
”When our small parking lot is full, this is
where we have to park”
• North C Street and 16th Street
• North 10th Street and Richards Boulevard
• North C Street and 16th Street
• Dreher Street and 16th Street
• North C Street and North 12th Street
• North C Street and 14th Street
• North C Street and 16th Street
• Dreher Street and 16th Street
*Each pin shows the number of respondents

• Dreher Street and 16th Street

that dropped a pin in that area.

- 1,150 responses to a Virtual Community Dialogue
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Existing
Conditions

North 16th Street Streetscape Project

Proposed
Streetscape
Improvements

North 16th Street Streetscape Project

Placemaking
Elements
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Streetscape Project

Comment Card

Please share your thoughts, comments, or questions about the North 16th Street Streetscape Project.

Name
Email
Phone

You can submit your comments to staff
today or directly to Katie Durham at
kdurham@aimconsultingco.com
or fax (916) 442-1186.

Place
postage
stamp
here

AIM Consulting, Inc.
2523 J Street, Suite 202
Sacramento, CA 95816

Visit www.cityofsacramento.org/north16thstreet for more information.

