City of Sacramento
Disabilities Advisory Commission [DAC]

MEETING MINUTES
November 15, 2007 @ 6:00 P.M.  
New City Hall, 915 I Street, 1st Floor Conference Room -1104

Present:  
Commissioners Bain, Benson, Kysor, Riker, Thom, Sylvia, Skierka Springer.
Excused:  

Commissioner Brown
Absent:  

N/A
Commission Staff:
Michael Paravagna and Obi Agha
City of Sacramento, EEO/ADA Program
Presenters:  
Alan Porter, Teresa Haenggi, Ralph Montano, Planning - City of Sacramento.
Greg Sandlund, Long Range Planning - City of Sacramento.

Cindy Cavanaugh, Housing Redevelopment - Sacramento Housing and Redevelopment Agency (SHRA).
Bob Rose, Code Enforcement - City of Sacramento.
Dafna Gauthier, Business Permit - City of Sacramento.
Rick Martinez, Emergency Disaster Preparedness - 
Sacramento, City/County. 
Guest:


N/A
1. Call to Order:




The meeting was called to order at 6:00 PM by the Chair, Commissioner Jeff Thom.  

2. Roll Call of Members:




Mr. Thom conducted a roll call of the members followed by a brief introduction of members and presenters. 
3. Agenda Review:






Mr. Thom asked for the review of the agenda.  It was decided item 7, Enforcement of the Taxi Ordinance, should be conducted first to accommodate staff who had prior engagements.  Mr. Thom made the motion.  Commissioner Bain seconded.  Motion passed.
4. Approval of Minutes:
The meeting minutes of September 20, 2007 and October 8 and 18, 2007 were approved.  Commissioner Benson made the motion to approve minutes, and was seconded by Commissioner Bain.  Motion passed.  
5. 
General Plan Draft Goals and Policies:
Alan Porter, Senior Planner, with City Planning Department presented the 2030 General Plan and summarized the draft goals and policy elements.   Mr. Porter emphasized that the need of Accessibility for people with disabilities was largely incorporated throughout the draft General Plan goals and policies.  These goals and policies apply to all citizens on topic such as pedestrian safety, access to public transportation, economic opportunity, and mixed housing types, and enjoyment of parks and open space.
Mr. Porter answered questions from the Commissioners followed by discussion.

Some of the questions raised by the Commissioners focused on the following items:

(a) Housing type – relative to income level and accessibility.

(b) Employment – need to have quality employment opportunities for people with disabilities.  Development of Regional Employment Center along light rail route.

(c) Public Transportation – Express Bus that run on peak hours; Public Bus Stations to be located on accessible path. 
(d) Public Transportation – Express Bus that run on peak hours; Public Bus Stations to be located on accessible path. 
(e) Traffic Engineers involvement.

(f) Regional Transit involvement.

Mr. Paravagna indicated that the City is expanding the dialogue relative to the 2030 General Plan and facilitating “Open House” meetings with the Disability Committee.  The City is also partnering with agencies such as Resources for Independent Living (RIL), 
Alta –Regional Centers and California Council for the Blind on these planned Open House meetings.

Chair Thom asked for the participation of the City Council Office on the planned Open House meetings.  
6. 2008-2013 Housing Element Update
Greg Sandlund, Assistant Planner with City Planning and Cindy Cavanaugh with Sacramento Housing and Redevelopment Agency (SHRA) presented the 2008-2013 Housing Elements.  Mr. Sandlund indicated that the 2008-2013 Housing Element is closely tied to policy development for the 2030 General Plan, sets the city-wide housing strategies for the next five years and must be consistent with land use strategies illustrated in the General Plan.
Greg Sandlund also reported on some Community concerns that are being incorporated in the housing policies, such as, accessible sidewalk near affordable housing, incorporating universal design in housing to allow aging in place. 

Mr. Sandlund answered questions from the Commissioners followed by discussion.

Some of the questions raised by the Commissioners focused on the following items:

(a) Housing type – relative to three stories multifamily housing with no elevator.  Affordability, Accessibility and Visit ability of housing by people with disabilities.

(b) How to promote accessibility and universal design without increasing housing cost.

(c) What policies and programs are critical to addressing the housing needs of persons with disabilities? 
(d)  Rehabilitation of existing housing stock, encourage “In-fill” housing policy on existing   older neighborhoods.
Chair Thom promulgated a motion, that the City utilize (not voluntary), the Principles of Visit Ability and Universal Design on their 2008-2013 Housing goals and policies.  Commissioner Kysor seconded.
Discussion followed the motion.  Commissioner Kysor inquired if housing units utilizing the principles of universal design should be scoped as a “percentage” of the built housing stock.  Commissioner Bain wondered what the impact of mandating this principle (universal design) would have on the affordability of housing on people with disabilities.  After further discussion, Commissioner Thom moved the motion and Commissioner Benson seconded, and motion passed.
7. Enforcement of the Taxi ordinance
Ms. Dafna Gauthier, Permit Manager with City Finance Department, opened the presentation with an overview of the purpose, policy, and permit requirement of operating accessible vehicle taxicab in the City of Sacramento.

Bob Rose, Sr. Code Enforcement Officer with City Code Enforcement Department presented their finding relative to their recent Sting Operation on the enforcement of the Accessible Taxi Rules and Regulations.  According to Mr. Rose all 6 taxicabs involved in the sting was in working order and accessible.  The owners were notified the day before that their services would be needed.

Mr. Rose reported that of the 6 taxicab involved in the sting, three declined with reasons they did not have accessible taxicab fleet.  Three accepted.  Of the three that accepted the invitation, two showed up and one did not.

Mr. Rose answered questions from the Commissioners followed by discussion.

Some of the questions raised by the Commissioners focused on the following items:

(a) Service Animal – How to increase awareness of taxicab drivers in providing quality services to patrons with service animals.
(b) Training – How to provide adequate training on taxi service in compliant with the Americans with Disabilities Act Civil right requirements.
(c) How to increase rider ship and the use of accessible taxicab by individuals with disabilities, as opposed to using the more costly independent/private companies. 

Commissioner Kysor suggested the City include Service Animal scenario in their next planned sting.

Mr. Rose, in response to how to get the word out and consequently increase rider ship and the use of Accessible Taxicab service suggested that information could be placed in Neighborhood newspapers.
8. Emergency Disaster Preparedness





Rick Martinez, the City/County Emergency Disaster Preparedness Coordinator updated the Commissioners with the reasoning behind the concept of setting up a coordinated effort to handle disasters that could impact persons with disabilities, City and County wide.  Mr. Martinez explained that this voluntary effort would include the following preparedness:
(a)
Information /Evacuation Announcement and Plan /Emergency Alert System.
(b)
Public Transportation Inventory and Agencies contact.
(c)
Emergency Shelter Inventories and surveys. 
9.

Public Comment - Items


No Public comments were taken.
10.   
Ideas, Comments and Announcements of the Commission 


Commissioner Springer, Chair of the Outreach and Education Committee announced her subcommittee would meet on December 3, 2007.  Commissioner Bain, Chair of the Physical Access Committee announced that his subcommittee would meet on December 9, 2007. 


11. ADJOURNMENT

The meeting was adjourned at 8:08 P.M.  Moved by Commissioner Bain and seconded by Commissioner Sierka.


Respectfully Submitted:

Obi Agha, Program Specialist
Equal Opportunity / ADA Program 

