City of Sacramento
Disabilities Advisory Commission [DAC]

MEETING MINUTES

February 2, 2009 @ 6:00 P.M.
New City Hall, 915 I Street, 1st Floor Conference Room -1104

Present:  
Commissioners: Albritton, Benson, Finch, Kysor, Skierka, Springer, Thom 

Excused:  

Commissioners: Correia
Absent:  

Commissioners: Bain
Commission Staff:
Obi Agha and Michael Paravagna, City of Sacramento, EO/ADA Program

Presenters:  
Zuhair Amawi, City Department of Transportation, along with Rob Himes and Aaron Silva from Mark Thomas & Company,



Ken Madsen, ADA Coordinator/Building Inspector City of Woodland

Guest:
Rocky Burks, Physical Access Manager with City Department of Transportation,

Todd Leon, Capitol Area Development Agency (CADA),

Call to Order:





The meeting was called to order at 6:00 PM by Chairman, Mr. Jeff Thom.  
Roll Call of Members:




Chairman Thom conducted a roll call of the members, including the introduction of the presenters and guests.
Staff present, were also acknowledged.  
Agenda Review:







The meeting agenda of February 2, 2009 was reviewed by Commissioner Thom.  No changes were made to the order of the agenda. 
Approval of Minutes:
Commissioner Springer made the motion to approve the minutes, of January 5, 2009.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Skierka.  Commissioner Kysor abstained.  The motion passed.  
R Street Improvement Project (Market Plaza 16th to 18th Street):
Zuhair Amawi, from City Department of Transportation, along with Rob Himes and Aaron Silva from Mark Thomas & Company presented the conceptual design for the R Street Market Plaza Project between 16th & 18th Street.

The City’s consultant’s presentation consists of a detailed description of the accessibility improvements the being proposed to make the existing streetscape between 16th & 18th Street and the planned Market Plaza accessible and usable to the public, especially to persons with disabilities.  The PowerPoint presentation was accompanied with graphics depiction of the architectural and landscape rendering showing accessibility features, such as:

(a) Rehabilitation of existing building and proposed new building with public mixed-uses (restaurants, café, etc) with adjoining public plaza,
(b) Accessible changes to street with curb cuts and tactile warning along the old rail road track,
(c)  Expanded sidewalk,
(d)  Leveling of the existing historic rail road track to allow smooth route of travel,
(e)  Accessible parking spaces,

(f) Realigned, improved and accessible intersections. 

The majority of the discussion focused on conceptual design upgrades to the existing built-environment, new buildings and streetscape.  Also, the modification elements throughout the area of the proposed project (16th to 18th street) were commented on.  
The City consultant indicated that the main emphasizes of the project are as follows:

· Improved pedestrian safety and accessibility,

·  Streetscape improvements along R Street between 16th and 18th Street,

· Maintaining the street’s historic sense of shared space between pedestrians, bicyclists, and vehicles,

· Creating a pedestrian pathway, community gathering place, and vehicular lanes adjacent to the future development of several mixed - use properties.

Staff elaborated that the design of this project shall be consistent with the approved R Street Urban Design Plan.  This project is the second phase of improvements proposed for the R Street corridor between 10th and 13th Street".  The project Environmental Document approval is scheduled for the February 2010, with final design depending on availability of funds.
The Commissioners had several questions ranging from curb cut design and alignment at the intersections, audible and visual clue at vehicular and hazardous areas, route of travel to the proposed businesses, design elements proposed to separate pedestrian activities from vehicular and parking lanes, time line of the projects.  Generally, the Commissioners were pleased that the initial plans of the projects have considerable attentions paid to accessibility.  

Commissioner Kysor expressed interest in attending some of the scheduled public meetings. 
Collaboration of City and County DAC
Ken Madsen, Sacramento County DAC member presented some ideas, on areas where the two Commissions could collaborate in furthering regional disabilities and accessibilities interests.  The areas of common interests and mutual benefits, Mr. Madsen spoke about are as follows:
· Housing Element and Universal Design ordinance, working with Sacramento Housing and Regional Agency (SHRA),

· Emergency Preparedness,

· Shelters,

· Airport Transition Plan and Improvement.
Ken Madsen, extended an invitation to the Sacramento Disabilities Advisory Commission to come and share ideas of their own with the Sacramento County DAC. 

Staff Report:


The following items were reported to the Commissioners:

· Michael Paravagna, briefed the Commissioners on the events of January 15, 2009, reported that the event was mostly in celebration of the 50th Anniversary of the Fair Employment and Housing Act (FEHA).  Staff expressed appreciation to the Commissioners that was able to attend the event.  Commissioners expressed their gratitude to Mr. Paravagna for a job when done.
· The City Facility ADA Transition Plan progress was reported to the commissioners, including the following criteria being considered to establish ADA workplan priorities:

· Public Health (sanitation), Safety and General Welfare,
· Access to Government Functions,
· Access to places with high public contacts and functions,

· Access to places with low public contact, 
· Staff and Employee use areas.
· Staff briefed the Commissioners on the information gathered towards progress being made between the City permit manager, Dafna Gauthier and the 311 system manager, Gina Knepp, where by the 311 system can be a mechanism that enhances contacts with persons with disabilities who wanted the services of the Accessible Taxi companies.
· The draft letter to Mayor and Council was reviewed by Commissioner Thom, who asked the Commissioners to come prepared with comments on the draft letter for discussions on the February 19, 2009 DAC meeting.

Agenda for Next Meetings:
· Presentation on Alley-Loaded Housing Development by Jeremy Drucker principal of Stitch Development

Public Comment – Items:
No public comment.

Ideas, Comments and Announcements of the Commission:

· Commissioner Kysor reported that he had been impressed lately, with the good services that he has consistently received from the Accessible Taxi companies.
Adjournment

The meeting was adjourned at 7:50 PM.  Moved by Commissioner Benson and seconded by Commissioner Kysor
Respectfully Submitted:
Obi Agha, Program Specialist
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