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 Minutes
City of Sacramento

Sacramento Disabilities Advisory Commission
COMMISSION MEMBERS:
	Neal Albritton
	David Bain
	Robert Benson

	Dawn Correia
	Lester Finch, Jr.
	Dan Kysor 

	Jeff Thom
	Evangeline “Angie” Skierka
	Jessica Springer


CITY STAFF:

Ken Fleming, Equal Opportunity Manager

Michael Paravagna, ADA Coordinator
Obi Agha, Program Specialist
New City Hall

915 I Street, 1st Floor - Conference Room 1104
April 6, 2009 – 6:00 P.M.
The Sacramento Disabilities Advisory Commission is an advisory board of the City Council with review and recommendation authority.  Its purpose is to advise regarding compliance with federal and state disability laws; review policies, programs and activities that affect persons with disabilities; recommend procedures regarding reasonable accommodation; provide information, referral and technical assistance in matters pertaining to disabilities; and liaison with the City’s ADA Coordinator.  
Notice to the Public

You are welcomed and encouraged to participate in this meeting.  Public comment is taken (3 minutes maximum) on items listed on the agenda when they are called.  Public Comment on items not listed on the agenda will be heard at the end of the meeting as noted on the agenda. Comments on controversial items may be limited and large groups are encouraged to select 3-5 speakers to represent the opinion of the group.

Notice to Lobbyists:  When addressing the Committee you must identify yourself as a lobbyist and announce the client/business/organization you are representing (City Code 2.15.160).

Speaker slips are located in the meeting room and should be completed and submitted to the Commission Clerk.
Government Code 54950 (The Brown Act) requires that a brief description of each item to be transacted or discussed be posted at least 72 hours prior to a regular meeting.  The City posts Agendas at City Hall as well as offsite meeting locations.

The order of Agenda items are listed for reference and may be taken in any order deemed appropriate by the Committee.  The Agenda provides a general description and staff recommendations; however, the Committee may take action other than what is recommended.  The Agenda is available for public review no less than 72 hours prior to the meeting.  Hard copies are available from the Human Resources Department. (10 cents per page)

Meeting facilities are accessible to persons with disabilities.  If you require special assistance to participate in the meeting, need alternate formats, or other auxiliary aides, contact Obi Agha at (916) 808-8426 (voice), (916) 264-5707 (TTY), or e-mail at oagha@cityofsacramento.org at least 48 hours prior to the meeting.
MINUTES
April 6, 2009
New City Hall 

915 I Street – 1st Floor, Conference Room 1104
(Enter from H Street side or Plaza Entrance 

between Historic and New City Halls)

All items listed are heard and acted upon by the Sacramento Disabilities Advisory Commission unless otherwise noted.

Call to Order – 6:00 p.m.
Roll Call of Members - 
Regular session called to order by Commissioner Jeff Thom at 6.01 p.m. on Monday, April 6, 2009 at the Sacramento City Hall Conference Room 1104.
Present -

Albritton, Benson, Correia, Finch, Skierka, Springer, Thom,  

Absent – 


Kysor,





Bain (excused)

Commission Staff:

Michael Paravagna and Obi Agha, City of Sacramento, EO/ADA Program
Presenters:


Rocky Burks, Physical Access Manager with City Department of 
Transportation; Marcy Flores, Christina Viera, Gabriel Morales, City 

Department of Transportation.

Guest:



Kathleen Mello
Agenda Review -

The record reflects that changes to the agenda were made to allow for 
Agenda item #4, (Public Comments- Matters Not on the Agenda), to be 
moved to the top in order to accommodate Ms. Kathleen Mello, a public 
Para transit passenger.
Discussion / Action Reports 

Discussion or action reports include oral presentations including those recommending receive and file.

1. Approval of Minutes for March 2, & 19, 2009
Recommendation:  Approve Commission minutes.
Contact:  Obi Agha, Program Specialist, (916) 808-8426, Human Resources Department. 
Action:
Moved/Seconded:  Commissioners Finch/ Albritton.

Yes:

Albritton, Bain, Benson, Correia, Finch, Springer, Skierka, Thom
No:

None

Absent:
Kysor
Motion passed to approve the March 2, & 19, 2009 minutes.
2. Presentation of City Department of Transportation (DOT) Sidewalk Grinding Policy DRAFT by Rocky Burks, Physical Access Manager, and, Gabriel Morales, Street Services Operations General Supervisor.

Recommendation:  Review and comment or provide advice on: 1) new sidewalk Grinding Policy that is being recommended to reduce costs to fronting property owners; and; 2) policies relating to sidewalk grinding.

Contact:  Rocky Burks, (916) 808-5521, Department of Transportation.
Discussion:  Rocky Burks, along with Marcy Flores, Christina Viera, Gabriel Morales, from City Department of Transportation (DOT) presented the DOT Sidewalk Grinding Policy DRAFT on the City of Sacramento sidewalk.  DOT staff indicated that under normal circumstances and, generally, the cost to remove and replace broken segments of city sidewalk are approximately $10 to $12 per square foot higher, compared to grinding and or saw cutting portions of vertical replacement of the same area.
The majority of the discussion focused on concrete grinding criteria, including angular saw cutting 
of existing and broken sidewalk.  First the DOT inspector(s) indentifies existing broken segment of city’s sidewalk with vertical displacement and /or having spacing of ½” or greater.  These sidewalk panels would be tagged for grinding.  
The DOT Staff also discussed criteria NOT allowing grinding and or angular saw cutting on sidewalks and walkways.  These criteria are mentioned below, and were on the handout provided to DAC prior to the meeting.  There are as follows:
· Vertical displacements greater than 1 ¼”,

· Any conditions that causes cross slope to change (exceeding 3.3% up to 4.0% for a distance greater than 15’ are not candidates for grinding,

· If the concrete breaks through during the grinding process, complete removal and replacement of the entire panel will be required, at owners’ expense,
· Any concrete grinding and/or other similar methods of eliminating vertical displacements are only allowed at the existing deep joints and or score lines of the sidewalk. 
· Concrete grinding and/or angular saw cutting is considered a temporary repair, therefore grinding and/or angular saw cutting will only be allowed as an alternative means of eliminating vertical displacements, one time only. 
The DOT Staff reported that City Department of Transportation (DOT) Sidewalk Grinding Policy DRAFT is going to Council for adoption in July, 2009.

Action:
Moved/Seconded:  Commissioners Benson/ Finch
Yes:

Albritton, Benson, Correia, Finch, Springer, Skierka, Thom

No:

None

Absent:
Kysor, Bain
Motion passed to go on record to support the City Department of Transportation (DOT) Sidewalk Grinding Policy DRAFT as presented to Sacramento Disabilities Advisory Commission (DAC) on the April 6, 2009. 
3. Update on Current Accessibility Program Activities

Recommendation:  Receive and file or provide direction.

Contact: Obi Agha, Program Specialist, (916) 808-8426, Human Resources Department.
Action:
Received and filed.  


Discussion:
Staff updated the Commissioners on the current accessibility program activities. 
Michael Paravagna Reported:

·  The EO/ADA (staff) is drafting an ADA Guidance (one-page) Document for City staff and department, and eventually these documents would be uploaded into the City INTRANET.

· Staff is meeting with Park & Recreation staff to jump start their Parks Transition Plan.

· Staff continue to meet with Park & Recreation on Camp Sacramento to draft priority scope of work that would include accessibility elements. 

· Staff continue to meet with City Department of General Services (DGS), and putting together comprehensive lists of ADA projects city has completed and to take credit for the accomplishments. 

Obi Agha Reported:

· The signed Letter of Support for Stitch Housing Development was delivered to the Mayor and City Council, including the City Manager.  A copy of the letter was also transmitted to Mr. Drucker, the Developer.
· Commissioner Bain contact information was given to City DOT staff to be part of the stakeholder on the City’s study to allow bikes on K Street mall.

· Commissioner Springer contact information was transmitted to the Alley Activating Team to be included on the mailing list. 

Rocky Burks Reported:

(a) 7th & K Audible Pedestrians Signal:
· The Downtown (interest group) do not want the audible pedestrians signal going on 24 /7, a discussion with members of the community and the stakeholders, where held regarding the steady noise level of the audible pedestrian signal.  It was agreed that a pedestrian initiated push button be installed, which means that the only time the signal would go off is when a pedestrian pushes and call for the light to be changed.  The rest of the time the audible will not initiate.  The name of this product is Polaris Novar.

(b) R Street Detectable Warning Surface (DWS) at Railroad Crossing:

· The City is moving forward to install a detectable warning surface at the R Street rail crossing / corridor between 16th & 13th Street / at the two light rail stations.  Mr. Burks explained that this is the first (large scope) partnership between the City and the Regional Transit on tackling DWS at railroad crossing.

· Eventually, all the crossings at railroad and city sidewalk crossings will have DWS installed.
Public Comments- Matters Not on the Agenda

4.
Ms. Kathleen Mello, a public para transit passenger addressed the DAC and asked the 
Commissioners to look into the new January 1st 2009 Regional Transit (RT) fare change.  The issue at hand, according to Ms. Mello, is by the elimination of the free RT ride, for the “Para transit qualified persons”, the Para transit pass of $100, would no longer get Ms. Mello or “Para transit qualified persons” to ride the RT free.  Apparently, all disabled persons, irrespective of, if they are classified as “Para transit qualified persons” or not, are now expected to pay the discounted disabled fare.  Ms Mello would like to change this back to what it was prior to the January 1, 2009 fare change.  She asked for the DAC’s support. 
The DAC agreed to add this on the next DAC meeting. 
Commission Ideas, Questions and Announcements
5. Issues for Future Meetings
(a) Ms. Kathleen Mello, a public para transit passenger / RT fare complaint discussion,
(b) Presentation on City Reasonable Accommodation Ordinance [LR09-001] by Greg Sandlund, Assistant Planner.
Adjournment
The meeting was adjourned at 7:40 PM PM.  Moved/Seconded: Commissioners Benson / Springer.








Jeff Thom, Chair

Attest:

Commission Clerk-Secretary

Obi Agha, Program Specialist

Equal Opportunity / ADA Program
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