
SF spent over $770,000 dollars on RCV education in 2004, and greatly reduced it 
afterwards.  This impacted the disenfranchisement of voters significantly, particularly 
less educated, lower income groups, and many english as a second language voters.

In addition, African Americans were considerably less likely to know than any other 
racial or ethnic group to be educated about RCV and use that opportunity.

From the Public Research Institute's Report on An Assessment of Ranked Choice 
Voting in the San Francisco 2005 Election:

Understanding of RCV varied.  Only 51.6% understood it perfectly well.  Combiner with 
35.6% who self reported understanding it “fairly well”, that leaves an unconscionable  
12.9% not understanding this new voting scheme.  This should not something to be 
proud of.



Voter confusion and participation breaks along racial line, education lines, and income 
lines.  This is the definition of disparate treatment.  When 2 to 1 on a race and 2 to 1 on 
a language someone fails to understand how to mark their ballot, that is a backward 
step in the pursuit of participatory democracy.




