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Are integrated into the building 
site

Consume less energy and 
water

Are durable and easier to 
maintain

Use resources and materials 
efficiently

Are healthier, safer, and more 
comfortable

Whole Building Design Guide,  
www.wbdg.com

What is Green Building?

A “Whole-Systems” approach to 
designing & constructing 
buildings that:
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Principles of Green Building

Site Design
Water Efficiency
Energy & Atmosphere Efficiency
Material & Resource Conservation
Indoor Environmental Quality

Presenter�
Presentation Notes�
Site Design: 

Urban Infill or close to transit, higher density, brownfield development, pedestrian friendly, designed for social gathering & safety, accessible & adaptable.



Water Efficiency:

Interior appliance like dual flush toilets, grey-water systems, low-flow showerheads, 

Exterior – xeriscaping, native & drought tolerant plants, grouping plants by water needs, sensors on sprinklers



Energy & Atmosphere:

Passive Solar design, day lighting, dual pane windows, Energy Star appliances, HVAC design, installation & testing, renewable energy like solar



Resource & Material Conservation:

Efficient design like advance framing, Construction & Demolition waste diversion, material choices – Forest Stewardship Council (FSC) wood

Life cycle considerations



Indoor Air Quality

Materials & Finishes – low VOC paint, low formaldehyde cabinets & wood products

Proper ventilation�
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Designing a Green Building Program

Research existing programs

Identify building incentives & rebates

Identify appropriate zoning or building ordinance 
changes

Adopt green building guidelines & checklists

Education & public outreach

Return to City Council in December 2007



Sample Rating Systems, 
Guidelines & Checklists
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U.S. Green Building Council, 
Leadership in Energy & Environmental Design (LEED)

U.S. Green Building Council, 
www.usgcb.org

Presenter�
Presentation Notes�
Other rating systems:

Sustainable Buildings Industry Council 

 California Green Builder – production home builders

Green Globes – primarily in Canada

Built Green – Colorado run by local home builder’s association



As part of the Green Building Program, the City is looking at existing Green Building Guidelines to utilize.  Build It Green is an organization based in Alameda County and is active in the Bay Area, LA, and now in the Sacramento Region. The organization has developed Guidelines for New Home Construction, Home Remodeling, and Multifamily.  



LEED is a national, rating program offered through the United States Green Building Council, geared towards Commercial & Institutional uses.  



�

http://www.usgcb.org/


Page 7www.cityofsacramento.org/dsd • Help Line:  (916) 808-5656

Leadership in Energy & 
Environmental Design (LEED)

Certification 
Level

Points 
Required

CERTIFIED 26-32

SILVER 33-38

GOLD 39-51
PLATINUM 52-69

PROGRAM AREAS:
New Construction
Existing Building
Commercial Interiors
Core and Shell
Home (Pilot Program)
Neighborhood (Pilot 
Program)
Retail (Pilot Program)
Schools 
Lodging

Presenter�
Presentation Notes�
LEED has developed 6 program areas & rating systems for New Construction, Existing Buildings, For Commercial Interiors, For Core & Shell, for Homes, and for Neighborhood Development. The last two categories are pilot programs.

�
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Build It Green, GreenPoint Rated

www.BuildItGreen.org 
www.stopwaste.org

Presenter�
Presentation Notes�
The 1st checklist is Build it Green’s GreenPoint Checklist, the 2nd is a sample of a checklist from LEED. You have samples of both in your handouts.  

Both are 3rd party rating systems. The GreenPoint Checklist is geared towards residential & requires a minimum of 50 points for a project to qualify with a minimum of 11 points achieved in Energy, 5 points for health/Indoor Air quality, 6 points resources, and 3 points for water



To Achieve LEED, the point breakdown as follows: 

 26-32 points for certified, 

33-38 points for Silver, 

39-51 for Gold, State’s Capitol Area East End Complex on Capital between 15th & 17th St., & CalPERs Headquarters at Lincoln Plaza are examples of LEED-NC Gold.

& 52-69 for Platinum. EPA building downtown is Platinum, 

�

http://www.builditgreen.org/
http://www.stopwaste.org/
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Sample Incentives
Coordination of rebates 
through SMUD, PG&E, 
Energy Star, State 
Department 
Fee Suspensions of 
Solar PV & water 
heaters for existing 
residential
Expedited processing 

Project consultation
Resource center & 
library

Workshops, lectures
Increased signage
Density bonuses
Floor Area Ratios
Water/sewer credits
Reduce parking 
requirements
Allowance of alternative 
materials
Developer/Project 
recognition
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Education & Public Outreach

Staff Trainings & Peer 
Networking

LEED Accredited Staff
Green Building 
Professionals
Build It Green Public 
Agency Council

Information & Resource 
Development

Website 
Brochures
Lectures/Workshops
Events 

Stakeholder Meetings
American Institute of 
Architects, 
Associated General 
Contractors, 
Building Industry 
Association,
Sacramento Area 
Realtors,
City Management 
Academy

Presenter�
Presentation Notes�
Importance of having staff knowledgeable on hand to work with applicants and guide the process

LEED point for having an accredited profession on project team

GreenRater Trainings are 3rd party inspectors that review building for Build It Green, Green Point Checklist.  This occurs separately from regular building inspectors

Stakeholder meetings with developers, builders, architects, engineers, homeowners, manufacturers, neighborhood groups etc.

Resources – local resource guide, green product demonstrations



�
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