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Chapter 17.72 RECYCLING AND SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL REGULATIONS

17.72.010 General provisions.

     A.     Purpose. The purpose of these regulations is to regulate the location, size, and design features of recycling

and trash enclosures in order to provide adequate, convenient space for the collection, storage, and loading of

recyclable and solid waste material for existing and new development; increase recycling of used materials; and reduce

litter. These regulations are necessary in order to lengthen the lifespan of the landfill, encourage recycling, and meet

state mandated goals for waste reduction and recycling.

     B.     Applicability. These regulations apply to existing and new multi-family residential (with five or more units),

commercial, office, industrial and public/quasi-public uses. (Ord. 99-015 § 3-4-A)

 

17.72.020 Statement of recycling information requirement.

     Solid waste manager shall approve a statement of recycling information for new development prior to issuance of a

building permit. A statement of recycling information shall include:

     A.     Site plan to include the location and design specifications of the recycling and trash enclosure(s) and

receptacle(s) that shall meet the volume and material requirements (Section 17.72.030 of this chapter) and the

development standards (Section 17.72.040 of this chapter). Identify materials to be recycled.

     B.     Demolition and construction plan to specify any proposed recycling of building material in the demolition of

any structure on the site and to specify any recycled material to be used in the construction of the proposed

development.

     C.     Education/public relations program to instruct users of the development about the benefits of recycling and

how to recycle. (Ord. 99-015 § 3-4-B)

 

17.72.030 Recycling volume requirement.

     Recycling volume shall be provided and maintained as specified in the table below for the use or uses to which the

property is devoted. Fractional requirement: for volume required, fractional requirements up to one-half shall be

omitted. One-half or over shall require additional volume.

 

Land Use Recycling Volume Required Recyclable Materials

1. Multi-family residential (5 or

more units)

1 cubic yard/16 units metal, glass, plastic, newspaper

(ONP)

2. Commercial   

a. Office and general commercial 1 cubic yard/40,000 square feet beverage containers, office paper,

computer paper, newspaper (ONP),

corrugated cardboard (OCC)

b. Restaurant/bar 1 cubic yard/5,000 square feet 90

gallon container minimum

metal, glass, and plastics, corrugated

cardboard (OCC)

c. Retail sales 1 cubic yard/8,000 square feet 90

gallon container minimum

corrugated cardboard (OCC), office

paper, computer paper

d. Retail services 1 cubic yard/10,000 square feet 90

gallon container minimum

corrugated cardboard (OCC), office

paper, computer paper

e. Motel/hotel/inn/bed and breakfast 1 cubic yard/20 rooms 90 gallon

container minimum

metal, glass, plastics, newspaper

(OCC)

f. Auto service and repair 1 cubic yard/3,000 square feet tires, motor oil, scrap metal
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f. Auto service and repair 1 cubic yard/3,000 square feet tires, motor oil, scrap metal

3. Industrial propose volume in recycling

information

propose materials in recycling

information

4. Public/quasi-public   

a. School 1 cubic yard/50 rooms paper, cardboard, beverage

containers

b. Library or church calculate volume using office sq. ft. office paper, computer paper

c. Park supply recycling receptacle with

each garbage receptacle unless park

prohibits food and drink from

outside the park and food and

beverage containers provided in the

park are paper only

beverage containers

5. Hospital/medical clinic none except cafeteria (subsection

(2)(b)) of this table and vending

machines (Section 17.32.060(A) of

this chapter)

metal, glass, plastics, corrugated

cardboard (OCC)

6. Other land uses propose volume in recycling

information

propose materials in recycling

information

 

(Ord. 99-015 § 3-4-C)

 

 

 

17.72.040 Development standards for recycling and trash enclosures.

     The following regulations shall apply to recycling and trash enclosures:

     A.     Enclosure(s) and Receptacle(s) Requirement. Recycling and trash enclosures with recycling and garbage

receptacles shall be required for: (i) multiple family residential with five or more units; (ii) any commercial, office,

public/quasi-public project where garbage receptacle(s) are being used and the receptacle(s) are not stored wholly

within the building; and (iii) any industrial project where garbage receptacle(s) are being used and the garbage

receptacle(s) are not stored wholly within the building or screened by landscaping, fencing or a structure. The

receptacles shall be screened from public view by landscaping, fencing, or a structure. The recycling collection area

and the trash collection area shall be adjacent to one another.

     B.     Materials, Construction, and Design of the Enclosure(s).

     1.      Walls. The walls of each recycling and trash enclosure shall be constructed of solid masonry material with

decorative exterior surface finish compatible to the main structure(s). Split face concrete block finish is recommended.

The walls shall be a minimum of six feet in height.

     2.      Gates. Each recycling and trash enclosure shall have decorative solid heavy gauge metal gates and be

designed with cane bolts to secure the gates when in the open and closed positions.

     3.      Concrete Apron. A concrete apron shall be constructed either in front of each recycling and trash enclosure or

at the point of receptacle pick-up to minimize damage to the surrounding asphalt paving. The minimum dimensions of

the concrete apron for a two cubic yard receptacle shall be ten (10) feet wide and twenty (20) feet long. The concrete

apron shall be fifteen (15) feet wide and twenty (20) feet long whenever a crane-lifted recycling container will be used.

Receptacles that are larger than two cubic yards shall require a larger concrete apron, subject to the approval of the

city building inspection division. Paving material shall consist of five inch aggregate base rock and six inch portland

cement paving.
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cement paving.

     4.      Overhead Clearance. The recycling and trash enclosure shall be designed to allow eighteen (18) feet of

overhead clearance whenever crane-lifted dome recycling receptacles will be used.

     C.     Signs. Signs shall be permanently posted or painted on each receptacle listing which material shall be

disposed of in that receptacle. General instructions about how to recycle shall be posted within the recycling and trash

enclosure or near the receptacle area and shall be visible to the enclosure/receptacle users. The name and phone

number of the person responsible for maintenance of the enclosure or receptacle shall be posted. Any sign visible from

outside the enclosure shall be no larger than four square feet.

     D.     Setbacks. No recycling or trash enclosure or receptacle shall be located in any required setback area.

     E.     Parking. With the exception of Section 17.72.050(C) of this chapter for existing development, no recycling or

trash enclosure or receptacle shall be located in any required parking space.

     F.      Convenient Access for Multi-Family Residents. Each recycling and trash enclosure within a multi-family

residential development shall be no greater than two hundred fifty (250) feet from the nearest point of each unit. Each

recycling and trash enclosure or receptacle within a multi-family residential development shall be designed to allow the

convenient disposal of recyclable materials and trash by residents without having to open the main enclosure gates.

     G.     Regular Collection. The property owner is responsible for contracting with the recycling broker(s) for regular

pick-up of recycled material. Recyclable material shall not be allowed to accumulate such that a visual or public

health or safety nuisance is created.

     H.     Security. The recycling and trash enclosure and receptacles may be secured to prevent the theft of recyclable

materials by unauthorized persons yet the enclosure shall be accessible for disposal of materials by authorized

persons.

     I.      Maintenance. Maintenance of each recycling and trash enclosure and receptacle shall be the responsibility of

the property owner. (Ord. 99-015 § 3-4-D)

 

17.72.050 Exceptions to the development standards for existing development.

     Recycling and trash enclosures for existing development shall comply with all of the regulations in Section

17.72.040 of this chapter except as follows:

     A.     Existing Trash Enclosure. If the existing development has an existing trash enclosure, then the required

recycling volume, pursuant to Section 17.72.030 of this chapter, shall be located inside the trash enclosure. If it is not

possible to locate the required recycling receptacles in the trash enclosure, the recycling receptacles shall be located

adjacent to the existing trash enclosure. Any proposed modifications to the existing trash enclosure shall comply with

the requirements listed in Section 17.72.040 of this chapter.

     B.     No Existing Trash Enclosure. If the existing development does not have an existing trash enclosure, the

required recycling receptacles shall be located adja-

cent to the existing dumpster or other receptacle. Any proposed recycling and trash enclosure(s) shall comply with the

requirements listed in Section 17.72.040 of this chapter. The required recycling volume and suggested recyclable

materials are those listed in the table in Section 17.72.030 of this chapter.

     C.     Exception—Waiver of Parking Requirement. In order to meet the required recycling volume requirement, an

existing development may use one parking space for the location of the recycling receptacles, provided the enclosure

or receptacles meet the design specifications in Section 17.72.040 of this chapter. A parking space that has been

converted to recycling receptacle area shall be marked for recycling and shall be adequately barricaded by the

installation of concrete wheel stops or other method to prevent use as a parking space.

     D.     Exception—Waiver of Setback Requirement. No recycling or trash enclosure or receptacle shall be located in

any required setback area. Existing enclosures located in any minimum required setback may be enlarged in order to

comply with the recycling design guidelines. The proposed addition shall not be located any closer to the property line

than the existing enclosure and the addition shall not exceed fifty (50) square feet in area. (Ord. 99-015 § 3-4-E)
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17.72.060 Special recycling design requirements.

     A.     All vending machine companies shall provide and service recycling receptacles for the recycled beverage

containers collected wherever vending machines are provided.

     B.     Residential developers and property owners are encouraged to include recycling space or systems within the

residence; such as roll-out drawers below the sink for recycling containers; fire-proof, cleanable, secure chutes from

the living space to the garage containers, etc.

     C.     Restaurants, bars, and food establishments are encouraged to use reusable soda canisters whenever possible

instead of individually packaged glass bottles and cans.

     D.     The use of balers to compact and bale cardboard, office paper, computer paper, and other products is

encouraged. The sharing of balers among tenants with an office, commercial, or retail center is also encouraged. (Ord.

99-015 § 3-4-F)

 

17.72.070 Variance.

     If compliance with the recycling volume requirement (Section 17.72.030 of this chapter) and the development

guidelines (Sections 17.72.040 and 17.72.050 of this chapter) results in an unnecessary hardship to the property owner

of a new or existing development, a zoning administrator’s variance may be requested. The application, notice, and

appeal requirements of Chapter 17.216 of this title shall apply to zoning administrator’s variance sought pursuant to

this section. A variance shall not be approved unless the following findings of fact are made by the zoning

administrator:

     A.     The project will not be detrimental to public health, safety, or welfare nor result in a nuisance.

     B.     The project will provide adequate capacity, number, and distribution of recycling and trash enclosures and

receptacles to serve the new or existing development. (Ord. 99-015 § 3-4-G)
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Ordinance No.  Adopted on  

ORDINANCE NO. 
 

Adopted by the Sacramento City Council 
 

Date Adopted 
 

AN ORDINANCE ADDING CHAPTER 8.124 TO TITLE 8 
OF THE SACRAMENTO CITY CODE RELATING TO 

CONSTRUCTION AND DEMOLITION DEBRIS 
RECYCLING  

 
 
BE IT ENACTED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SACRAMENTO: 
 
SECTION 1.  
 
Chapter 8.124 is added to Title 8 of the Sacramento City Code to read as follows: 
 
 

Chapter 8.124   
 

Construction and Demolition Debris Recycling 
 
8.124.010  Findings and purpose. 
 
A. The city council of the city of Sacramento finds and declares as follows: 
 
 1. The California Integrated Waste Management Act of 1989 (AB 939) 
requires each local jurisdiction in the state to divert a minimum of fifty (50) percent of 
discarded materials away from disposal in landfills. 
 
 2. In past years, construction and demolition (C&D) debris accounted for 
approximately twenty (20) percent of the waste stream generated in the city. These 
materials have significant potential for waste reduction and recycling. 
 
 3. The reuse and recycling of C&D debris reduce the amount of waste 
transported for disposal in landfills and return these materials into the economic 
mainstream, thereby conserving natural resources and stimulating markets for recycled 
and salvaged materials.   
 
B. The purpose of this chapter is to establish recycling requirements for construction 
and demolition debris to further the city’s efforts to reduce waste deposited in landfills 
and to meet the mandatory diversion requirements imposed by AB 939.  
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8.124.020  Definitions. 
 
For purposes of this chapter, the following terms, words and phrases shall have the 
meanings given them in this section. 
 

“Certified C&D sorting facility” means a facility that receives and/or processes 
C&D debris into its component material types for reuse, recycling, and disposal of 
residuals and possesses a valid certificate as a C&D sorting facility from the 
Sacramento Regional County Solid Waste Authority. 
 
 “Construction and demolition debris” or “C&D debris” means used or commonly 
discarded materials resulting from construction, repair, remodel or demolition operations 
on any pavement, house, building, or other structure, or from landscaping that are not 
hazardous as defined in California Health and Safety Code section 25100 et seq.  Such 
materials include, but are not limited to, concrete, asphalt, wood, metal, brick, dirt, sand, 
rock, gravel, plaster, glass, gypsum wallboard, cardboard and other associated 
packaging, roofing material, ceramic tile, carpeting, masonry, plastic pipe, trees, and 
other vegetative matter resulting from land clearing and landscaping.  
 
 “Covered project” shall have the meaning set forth in section 8.124.030. 
 
 “Director” means the Director of the Department of Utilities or his or her 
designee. 
 
 “Divert” or “diversion” means to use materials for any purpose other than disposal 
in a landfill or transformation facility.  Methods to divert materials include on-site reuse 
of the materials, delivery of materials from the project site to a certified C&D sorting 
facility or authorized recycler, or other methods as approved in regulations promulgated 
by the Director. 
  
 “Franchised waste hauler” means a person who possesses a valid commercial 
solid waste collection franchise issued by the Sacramento Regional County Solid Waste 
Authority. 
 
 “Mixed C&D debris” means loads that include commingled recyclable and non-
recyclable C&D debris generated at a project site. 
  

“Permit holder” means any person who receives from the city the applicable 
permit to erect, construct, enlarge, alter, repair, move, remove, convert or demolish a 
building or structure within the City. 
 
 “Person” means any natural person, company, partnership, agency or other 
public or private entity. 
 
 “Recyclable C&D debris” means C&D debris designated by the Director to be 
diverted from landfills and returned to the economic mainstream in the form of raw 
material for new, reused or reconstituted products which meet the quality standards 
necessary to be used in the marketplace. 
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