




















9. Public Involvement & Personal

Responsibili

Background: Ultimately, sustainability affects every level and scale of organization,
from the entire planet to local neighborhoods and individuals. In addressing the global
and regional issues facing Sacramento, public involvement and personal responsibility is
vital to effectively planning actions and implementing solutions. Neither the governments
nor individuals alone will make the problems go away, so a collaborative effort is neces-
sary. The City should take the opportunity to work with citizens, businesses and community
groups fo implement personal and business oriented (e.g. County’s BERC (Business Envi-
ronmental Resource Center) Sustainable Business Program) sustainability initiatives.

Through a wide variety of programs — in schools, in parks, in community centers, and in
neighborhoods — the City can promote an ethic of conservation and stewardship, and
encourage and empower people to take actions that improve environmental quality and
quality of life in and around their neighborhoods.

Goals:

* Adopt a policy or implement a program that creates environmentally
beneficial jobs in low-income neighborhoods.
* Promote an ethic of conservation and stewardship.

Targets:

* Develop a City sustainability website.

* Include a class on sustainability in the City Management Academy

* Provide permanent and on-going educational opportunities for staff
and citizens.

*  Work with BERC and other community partners to maximize the number
of businesses within the City which incorporate sustainability into their
daily operations.

*  Work with SMUD and other community partners to develop a LEED
type, or carbon foot-printing type, of rating system for residents and
their dwellings.

* Develop an environmental education program to promote positive
behavior change that increases recycling, protects local waterways,
inspires stewardship and prevents litter.

*  Work with local schools to provide students opportunities to experience
nature and stewardship directly.

Accomplishments:

—_

The City Planning Academy has a class on sustainability.

2. The Department of Parks and Recreation provides assistance to the
Community Gifts to Share Program.

3. As a pilot project, the City has provided bid preferences to companies

that show they operate their business in a sustainable fashion.
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