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(5/1/2009) Elise Gumm - Dissaproval of new cell tower Page 1

 From: <Horstbigtree@aol.com>
To: <EGUMM@CityofSacramento.org>
Date: 04/28/2009 7:44 AM
Subject: Dissaproval of new cell tower

Hello,    
  
  I Terry Horst live in the neighborhood that is to get a new  cell tower 
if it goes through. I would like to state that I and the property  owner 
(Agnes Horst) do not want a tower in our neighborhood.
  We also live close to where the tower is proposed to be  placed. It would 
be  in a location that obstruct the view to the west of  our location. I 
also feel that our community does not want any added devices of  any kind it. 
I have spoken to a few of the people in our community and we agree  this is 
a bad plan to enact
 
 
 
 
                                     NO TOWER
                    
                                                  Thanks 
                
                                                           Terry Horst
**************An Excellent Credit Score is 750. See Yours in Just 2 Easy 
Steps! 
(http://pr.atwola.com/promoclk/100126575x1221621499x1201450105/aol?redir=http://www.freecreditrepo
rt.com/pm/default.aspx?sc=668072&hmpgID=62&bcd=Apr
ilExcScore428NO62)
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(5/26/2009) Elise Gumm - Verizon Cell tower in Valley View Accres Page 1

From: Arshad <marshad_786@yahoo.com>
To: <EGumm@cityofsacramento.org>
CC: Nick Avdis <navdis@gmail.com>
Date: 05/25/2009 10:22 AM
Subject: Verizon Cell tower in Valley View Accres

Dear Ms. Elise Gumm
 
My name is Mohammad Arshad and I live in Valley View Accres.  Valley View Accres is a Rural 
community and a great place to live.  I have been living here since 1984 and two of my brothers live in 
Valley Veiw Accres as well.  
 
Recently I learned that Verizon is trying to put up a 70 feet high Cell phone tower in Valley View accres.  
At the last meeting, verizon provided some information about how they plan to do this and hide the tower 
as a fake tree!  Ms. Elise, this is a very bad idea.  This is a residential community and we are apposed to 
commercial adventures by anyone.  The fake tree looks ugly and totally out of place.  They are painting a 
very rosy picture of how they are going to take care of things but past experience teaches us that things 
change very quickly.  
 
Please do not allow verizon to put up a cell tower in Valley view accres.  If Verizon is allowed, it will set a 
presedence and we will have more problems in the future when someone else comes up with other 
exoctic ideas to make a few extra bucks.  Please do not allow verizon to put up this tower.
 
Thank You for your time.
 
Mohammad Arshad
4920 Sorento Rd
Sacramento, CA 95835
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(6/11/2009) Elise Gumm - Club Center 5508 Soremto Rd Page 1

From: "Alan" <a.heine@comcast.net>
To: "'Elise Gumm'" <EGumm@cityofsacramento.org>, <Navdis@loducalaw.com>, <la...
CC: <Molly.Kales2@VerizonWireless.com>, "'Peter Hilliard'" <philliard@onairl...
Date: 05/21/2009 7:42 AM
Subject: Club Center 5508 Soremto Rd
Attachments: Attendees May 20th VVACA metting.jpg

Dear Elise,

Thank you for attending last nights meeting regarding the proposed
communications facility for Verizon Wireless.

I felt as though the neighborhood owners/participants offered good
suggestions and voiced valid concerns that we were able to address
effectively.  Attached is the list of attendees that signed in for us.

Some of the main concerns voiced last night are listed below.

1. How can the community be assured that the existing trees surrounding
the tree pole tower will be maintained in the event they were to wither and
die?
2. How can they be assured the Monopine will be repaired if it fades
substantially or if branches were to fall from the fake tree?
3. Will the proposed site installation open the door for other
commercial rezoning and use? 
4. Is the Tree pole one component or is it a tower with an assembly
around it looking like a tree?
5. How long will this tree last before it becomes an unsightly
maintenance issue?
6. How do we know this tree will have enough branches on it to improve
the appearance? 

Based upon the questions raised last night,

I see that this is an involved community that brought forth some valid
concerns that we are happy to address.

Here are our answers to each question. 

1. Verizon will be glad to assume the condition that we will be
responsible to add a few new trees during construction of the site. We
suggest (Redwood variety15 to 30 Gallon ball).  Verizon will also replace
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(6/11/2009) Elise Gumm - Club Center 5508 Soremto Rd Page 2

them if they were to die off.
2. Verizon is already conditioned to maintain the Monopine as per the
cities general conditions and we will certainly adhere to this policy.
3. The proposed use does not affect the current zoning or create and
open door for extended commercial use outside the construct of the current
ordinance.  Although this is a good question by a concerned owner, our
proposed site will not entice any such commercial rezoning or use permit
applications.
4. The Tree pole is one manufactured assembly and comes complete from
the provider.  It is engineered to withstand the highest wind speed of the
region where it is installed.
5. The Tree pole technologies have come a long way.  The poles we
purchase today have and epoxy solid clad coating that simulates bark with
raised texture that is hard as concrete to the touch.  This surface will
continue from the base of the tower to above the second level of fake
branches.  Above such the pole is painted with epoxy to match the same bark
affect behind the branches and the simulation is streamline.  The new fake
tree assemblies are not like the old style assemblies that had a
polyurethane or latex sleeve over the steel monopole trunk.  Those old tree
assemblies did have maintenance issues and therefore are no longer used
because of such.
6. We can add an additional 10 to 15% more branches to assure that the
fake branch count is full. 

I hope that the city agrees that Verizon has offered the best solution we
can to appease the concerns of the community and will support our project
slated for a June 25th hearing. 

Please feel free to contact me if you need any additional information.

Sincerely,

Alan J. Heine

Hm: 916-934-0797

Cell: 916-220-5814

4305 Hensley Circle

El Dorado Hills, CA 95762

a.heine@comcast.net
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(5/21/2009) Elise Gumm - RE: Club Center 5508 Soremto Rd Page 2

-----Original Message-----
From: Nick Avdis [mailto:navdis@loducalaw.com] 
Sent: Thursday, May 21, 2009 10:00 AM
To: Alan; Elise Gumm; lalagozian@cityofsacramento.org
Cc: Molly.Kales2@VerizonWireless.com; Peter Hilliard; Daniel Roth
Subject: RE: Club Center 5508 Soremto Rd

On behalf of the Valley View Acres Community Association, I would like to
thank Ms. Gumm, Mr. O'Coy, as well as Mr. Heine and his associates for
attending our community meeting last night to discuss the proposed cell
tower on Sorento Road. It was an informative meeting, albeit, one that
should have occurred much earlier in the process. We appreciate the
landowners time and the applicant's efforts. I personally appreciate the
respect and civility of both sides at last night's meeting.

By its very nature, a project such as this is very sensitive and intensely
personal. From personal experience, I understand and sympathize the degree
to which landowners are resistant to "others" telling them what can or
cannot do on or with their property.  But land use entitlements, such as the
use permit sought in this case, involve a public process.  This process,
among the myriad of other things, includes the taking into account the
sentiments and concerns of the greater community in which the project is
proposed.  In the case of a cell tower use permit, this is because there is
an understanding among policy makers that cell towers are an extremely
sensitive land use, especially in residential areas, densely populated or
not. This includes the understanding that it is the immediate community
which ultimately shoulders the burdens (actual, perceived, or otherwise) of
such a proposal without realizing any appreciable benefit, notwithstanding
any deminis benefits to Verizon customers in the immediate vicinity of the
coverage area this tower would provide, in this instance. 

While the community is (and I personally am) sensitive to and understanding
of Mr. O'Coy's position and desires, a project such as this demands
significant community input and involvement, as it affects (actual,
perceived or otherwise) a greater area than just one person's property.
Community input and involvement is not just something perfunctory on the eve
of a public hearing. It is not a check the box exercise, rather something
that should be engaged in as the project is in its formative stages to allow
for back and forth and adequate time to address and ease community concerns.
This is especially true with this proposal given the fact that it comes some
18 months after another proposal by another cellular carrier approximately
500 yards to the south of this proposal and given the existence of a
cellular tower approximately 1000 yards to the north/west of this proposed
project.
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(5/21/2009) Elise Gumm - RE: Club Center 5508 Soremto Rd Page 3

As the president of my community association, I have a duty and obligation
to not only the members of our community that attended last night, but also
those who were unable to attend, to adequately and appropriately represent
their views. 

Our community association feels strongly that it is the most appropriate
arbiter of what is and what is not appropriate or acceptable in our
community.  The association's intent is to represent the best interests of
the entire community, not just one landowner. As such, the position of our
community remains, overwhelmingly, in opposition to this project in its
current form.  

Thank you once again, and we look forward to the Planning Commission hearing
on June 25, 2009. 

~ Nick 

Nicholas S. Avdis

Lo Duca & Avdis, LLP
3721 Douglas Blvd.  Suite 300
Roseville, CA  95661
Tele: 916-774-1636  Fax: 916-774-1646

www.loducalaw.com

The information contained in this E-mail is confidential and may also
contain privileged attorney-client information or work product. The
information is intended only for the use of the individual or entity to whom
it is addressed. If you are not the intended recipient, or the employee or
agent responsible to deliver it to the intended recipient, you are hereby
notified that any use, dissemination, distribution or copying of this
communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received this E-mail in
error, please delete this message from your computer and immediately notify
the sender. Thank you.

  _____

From: Alan [mailto:a.heine@comcast.net] 
Sent: Thursday, May 21, 2009 8:41 AM
To: 'Elise Gumm'; Nick Avdis; lalagozian@cityofsacramento.org
Cc: Molly.Kales2@VerizonWireless.com; 'Peter Hilliard'

Club Center Treepole for Verizon (P09-003) June 25, 2009

35

Attachment 5         Emails from VVACA and the Applicant after Community Meeting 



(5/21/2009) Elise Gumm - RE: Club Center 5508 Soremto Rd Page 1

From: "Alan" <a.heine@comcast.net>
To: "'Nick Avdis'" <navdis@loducalaw.com>, "'Elise Gumm'" <EGumm@cityofsacra...
CC: <Molly.Kales2@VerizonWireless.com>, "'Peter Hilliard'" <philliard@onairl...
Date: 05/21/2009 12:19 PM
Subject: RE: Club Center 5508 Soremto Rd

Nick,

This is a brief follow up reply to your e-mail below.

Please reference your last sentence in Paragraph 2.

You may consider the fact that this proposed site will actually serve as a
community infrastructure that will provide many forms of communication and
emergency notification services. The growth of wireless technologies is ever
increasing and such provisions enhance private, commercial and home business
operations.  I cannot begin to tell you how many lives have been saved by
cell phones providing life saving contact to emergency services. This site
would serve your community and the proposed camouflaged design will have
very limited visual impact.

         Finally, Yesterday we did hear from several community owners in
brief discussions that appear to be in support of the project as do perhaps
others following last nights meeting. As you know a quorum was not present
last night, so I would ask that you please obtain additional feedback from
others before deciding for the community at large against the project. I
think you would find that there are many that would not object and would
support the proposed site.

I have valid concerns that information may have been accidentally or
otherwise disseminated that would potentially scare people to think our
technology is somehow unsafe.  Your letter of April 19th 2009 to Ms Gumm
listed this as the first concern by all 10 people that that signed the
letter.  I hope our EME report handed out last night was reviewed and
quelled these concerns once and for all.

Thank you for your time and effort at the meeting.

I look forward to providing you whatever additional information you may
need.

Sincerely,

Alan Heine
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From: "Alan" <a.heine@comcast.net>
To: "'Nick Avdis'" <navdis@loducalaw.com>, "'Elise Gumm'" <EGumm@cityofsacra...
CC: "'Peter Hilliard'" <philliard@onairllc.com>, <Molly.Kales2@VerizonWirele...
Date: 05/27/2009 11:04 AM
Subject: Club Center

Dear Mr. Avdis,

I spoke at length yesterday with Councilman Tretheway in a meeting at 4:00
PM.  Mr. Tretheway determined by your letter of 04/19/09 that the community
at large is not in support of the proposed Verizon wireless site. The letter
was not obtained following a proper opportunity to provide the true facts
and therefore should not be accepted.  I explained to Councilman Tretheway
that the letter was full of inaccurate information and that the signors of
the letter have been improperly informed.  At our recent meeting I found
that a number of people were warmed up to our proposal after hearing the
true facts regarding safe operation, the structure quality and appearance.
I am confident given the same opportunity to address the entire group in an
open forum with high attendance that the community by majority would support
the proposed site.

After careful review my opinion is that the information disseminated to the
neighboring members in the geographic footprint of the VVACC may have
dissuaded them from seeing our proposed project in a clear light.  You also
recently stated that you would support the project if Joe and Angela Angel
were OK with it.  This indicates his opposition is a governing factor in
yours, yet his decision hinges on health and cancer risks to humans and
livestock that are unwarranted.

It's an important fact that you as an owner were a candidate to place this
site at one point in time.  Regardless of the change of opinion since then,
we heard no opposition from the group when the site was being negotiated for
your property.  I am not implying anything with this but simply providing
the facts in the matter.  

Yesterday Councilman Tretheway suggested that I go back to you (on your
property) as a solution for our site location suggesting Joe Angel would be
happier if it was further away.

We are not obligated in any way to select a specific person within a
community regardless of their standing.  The primary site location is
selected after review of many technical & zoning factors generally guided by
planning. We  followed such guidelines for this site selection and worked
with the city taking the suggestion to avoid installation on the main roads,
install a tree-pole and lower the height to 70'.

The site may be determined by the community as unfit if they find that the
appearance is unacceptable.  Our promise to install three additional
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redwoods in with the existing trees and provide a higher fake branch count
on our tree-pole should quell the visual concerns.

The other concerns IE Health Risks to humans and Livestock, worries
regarding commercial growth in the community, and devaluation of property
are all unwarranted concerns and should not be considered by the City of
Sacramento unless substantiated.

In an effort to shake this process out fairly, I am asking the City of
Sacramento to support a final outline so that all persons residing within
the VVACA may attend a formal meeting with a full quorum present.

To do so the following is suggested.

1. I herein am asking for a complete list of homeowners under your
VVACA geographic area so that we may prepare a notice and make certain all
parties are invited to a final meeting.  We will prepare a notice and
mailing to all parties.
2. There are no health concerns relative to installation of our site
and such information should never have been provided, implied or suggested
in any way to owners within the VVACA geographic area.  Our notice (per #1)
will simply ask the community to attend and provide feedback relative to the
proposed site to obtain their collective opinion of the appearance of the
structure.  We will also address the hysteria created by the 6 page list you
included in your April 19th letter RE EME/F dangers.  Please note that no
institution, governing body or jurisdiction involved in the approval of land
use of such a proposed site shall deny the installation based upon
unwarranted health affects.  The letter of April 19th,2009 is a clear
departure of this requirement and should have been addressed immediately and
found to be inappropriate.
3. In an effort to address the relative concerns, I will provide new
photo simulations that show the installation of three additional redwoods
with a projected aging increase of 2 years following the installation so as
the community can have a true sense of the visual impact.
4. I would ask that the VVACA provide any supporting suggestions before
or at the meeting they believe would improve the visual quality of our
proposed site if they have any to offer.

This process would promote a greater level of community response before you
vote properly on the project with a full quorum present.

Please respond to me as soon as possible regarding this outline.  

Thank you,
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From: "Nick Avdis" <navdis@loducalaw.com>
To: "Alan" <a.heine@comcast.net>, "Elise Gumm" <EGumm@cityofsacramento.org>,...
CC: "Peter Hilliard" <philliard@onairllc.com>, <Molly.Kales2@VerizonWireless...
Date: 05/29/2009 3:26 PM
Subject: RE: Club Center

Mr. Heine, 

Our association has had several meetings to discuss this proposal, a few
of which representatives from your firm have attended. The consensus of
the group is to oppose this project for many reasons, including the
location of a tower not but 1000' yards from this proposed location and
the fact that there is a far more appropriate location in the form of
the school site in the Panhandle or some other more appropriate
location. The reality is people don't want the tower in Valley View
Acres for multiple reasons. 

I think the community has respected your proposal, hosted your
presentation at multiple meetings, and have approached this issue with
the utmost civility and respect. I hope that in turn you would do the
same.  With that said, any desire for you to persuade residents of the
merits of your proposal can be done without the need for yet another
community meeting regarding this issue; residents' contact information
is in the public record and you are free to contact whoever you wish in
the neighborhood regarding this matter in whatever manner you wish. 

I think at this point we can agree to disagree and that the Planning
Commission meeting next month will provide you and our community ample
opportunity to shake out things out fairly. 

Nicholas S. Avdis
Lo Duca & Avdis, LLP
3721 Douglas Blvd.  Suite 300
Roseville, CA  95661
Tele: 916-774-1636  Fax: 916-774-1646
www.loducalaw.com

The information contained in this E-mail is confidential and may also
contain privileged attorney-client information or work product. The
information is intended only for the use of the individual or entity to
whom it is addressed. If you are not the intended recipient, or the
employee or agent responsible to deliver it to the intended recipient,
you are hereby notified that any use, dissemination, distribution or
copying of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have
received this E-mail in error, please delete this message from your
computer and immediately notify the sender. Thank you.

________________________________

From: Alan [mailto:a.heine@comcast.net] 
Sent: Wednesday, May 27, 2009 12:03 PM
To: Nick Avdis; 'Elise Gumm'; 'Daniel Roth'
Cc: 'Peter Hilliard'; Molly.Kales2@VerizonWireless.com; 'Gualco,
Michael'
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Attachment 7 Matrix Team Contact Information 
 

Department Contact 
Person Telephone Email 

Current 
Planning Elise Gumm 808-1927 egumm@cityofsacramento.org 

Team Leader Tim Green 808-5205 tgreen@cityofsacramento.org 

Parks Dana Allen 808-2762 dallen@cityofsacramento.org 

Fire King Tunson 808-1358 ktunson@sfd.cityofsacramento.org 
Dev. 

Engineering Anis Ghobril 808-5367 aghobril@cityofsacramento.org 

Utilities Jesus Reyes 808-1721 jreyes@cityofsacramento.org 

Urban Forest Duane 
Goosen 808-4996 dgoosen@cityofsacramento.org 

Environmental Ron Bess 808-1909 Rbess@cityofsacramento.org 
 


