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Chapter 1 Introduction

This Environmental Impact Report (EIR) for the 700 Block of K Street project (proposed project) was
prepared in accordance with the California Environmental Quality Act of 1970 (CEQA) (Public Resources
Code Sections 21000-21178), as amended, and the Guidelines for the Implementation of CEQA (CA Code,
Title 14, Sections 15000-15387) (CEQA Guidelines). The City of Sacramento and the Redevelopment
Agency of the City of Sacramento (RDA) are the co-lead agencies for the environmental review of the
proposed project, with the City of Sacramento acting as the Lead Agency per Section 15051(c) of the CEQA
Guidelines. As requited by CEQA Guidelines Section 15121, this Draft EIR assesses the potential
environmental impacts resulting from approval, construction, and implementation of the proposed project
and identifies mitigation to either eliminate or reduce the potentially adverse environmental impacts, when
feasible.

Purpose of EIR

CEQA requires that a Local Agency prepare an EIR on any project that may have a significant effect on the
environment. The purpose of an EIR is not to recommend approval or denial of a project, but to provide
decision-makers, public agencies, and the public with an objective and informative document that fully
discloses the potential environmental effects of a proposed project. The EIR process is specifically designed
to objectively evaluate and disclose potentially significant direct, indirect, and cumulative impacts of a
proposed project; to identify alternatives that reduce or eliminate a project's significant effects; and to identify
feasible measures that mitigate significant effects of a project. In addition, CEQA requires that an EIR
identify those adverse impacts that remain significant after mitigation.

Type of Document

As used in this Draft Environmental Impact Report (Draft EIR), the term “project” refers to the activity
being- approved that would be subject to several discretionary approvals by the City and the RDA. See
Chapter 3, Project Description, for the entitlements associated with the proposed redevelopment of the
proposed project site.

In accordance with Atticle 11.5, Master Environmental Impact Report, of the CEQA Guidelines, this EIR is
tiered from the Master EIR prepared for the City’s 2030 General Plan (SCH 2007072024). The Master EIR is
available for public review at the City of Sacramento, Community Development Department, 300 Richards
Boulevard, Third Floor and on the City’s web site at: www.cityofsacramento.org/dsd/planning/environmental-
review/eirs/.

The City of Sacramento and the RDA reviewed the proposed project and, on the basis of the whole record
before it, determined that the project is an anticipated subsequent project identified and described in the
Master EIR. This EIR incorporates by reference the Master EIR and analyzes the additional potentially
significant environmental effects and any new or additional mitigation measures or alternatives that were not
identified in the Master EIR. The mitigation measures from the Master EIR that are applicable to the
proposed Specific Plan are identified in Chapter 4.1 and the Initial Study.

Pursuant to Section 15177(2) an Initial Study was prepared to analyze whether the proposed project may
cause any additional significant effects on the environment that were not previously examined in the Master

EIR (See Chapter 7). Based on the findings in the Initial Study, an EIR was prepared. This EIR is a project-

1-1




700 Block of K Street
Drajt EIR
Introduction

level EIR pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15161, A project EIR examines the environmental impacts
of a specific development project. The purpose of the analyses is to determine the changes in the
environment that would result from the project, including planning, construction, and operation.

Furthermore, in accordance with Section 21158 of CEQA, this EIR is focused on the project-specific
potentially significant effects on the environment that were not addressed in the Master EIR. The analyses in
the Initial Study determined that the potential impacts to cultural resources would be potentially significant
and therefore, this EIR focuses on that issue area.

EIR Process

In accordance with the CEQA Guidelines, a Notice of Preparation (NOP) was released on November 1,
2010 for a 30-day agency and public review period. The NOP was distributed to responsible agencies,
interested parties, business owners, residences, and landowners within the project area. The purpose of the
NOP was to provide notification that an EIR for the project would be prepared and to solicit guidance on
the scope and content of the document. A summary of the comments received on the NOP is included in
each technical chapter. A copy of the NOP and NOP response letters received are included in Appendix A.

A public scoping meeting was held on November 18, 2010. Responsible agencies and members of the public
were invited to attend and provide input on the scope of the EIR. No comments were received.

This Draft EIR will be circulated for public review and comment for a period of 45 days. Upon completion
of the public review period, a Final EIR will be prepared that will include written comments on the Draft
EIR received during the public review period and the City’s responses to those comments. The Final EIR
will address any revisions to the Draft EIR made in response to public comments. The Final EIR will also
include the Mitigation Monitoring Program (MMP). The Draft EIR and Final EIR together will comprise the
EIR for the proposed project.

Before the City and RDA can approve the project, they must first certify that the EIR was completed in
compliance with CEQA, that the City Council and the RDA reviewed and considered the information in the
EIR, and that the EIR reflects the independent judgment of the City and RDA. The City Council and the
RDA will also be required to adopt Findings of Fact for those impacts determined to be significant and
unavoidable and adopt a Statement of Overriding Considerations.

Organization of the Draft EIR
This Draft FIR includes nine principal parts:

e Summary of Impacts and Mitigation Measures (Chapter 2) presents an overview of the results of the
environmental analyses.

e 'The Project Description (Chapter 3) describes the location of the proposed project, existing
conditions within the project area, and the nature and location of specific elements of the proposed

project, as well as requested project entitlements and/or approvals.

® The technical analyses (Chapter 4) include analyses of direct or primary impacts that would, ot could,
result from tmplementation of the proposed project on cultural resources.
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Chapter 2 Summary

Introduction

This section summatizes the proposed project, the potential issues of concern as indicated by the responses
to the Notice of Preparation (NOP), the proposed project impacts, and applicable mitigation measures (T'able
2-1).

Implementation of the proposed project would result in significant impacts to cultural resources. CEQA
Guidelines Section 15382 defines a significant effect as a substantial, or potentially substantial, adverse change
in any physical conditions within the area affected by the project including land, air, water minerals, flora,
fauna, ambient noise, and objects of historic or aesthetic significance.

CEQA Guidelines Section 15126.4 requires that an EIR describe feasible mitigation measures which could
minimize significant adverse impacts. Implementation of mitigation measures would either: reduce the
impact to a less-than-significant level or leave the impact as significant and unavoidable.

Table 2-1 details the following for impacts analyzed in the Draft EIR: the proposed project’s impacts, the
significance of the impact after implementation of the General Plan Master Environmental Impact Report
(Master EIR) mitigation measure and/or policies, additional mitigation measures that could be implemented,
and the significance of the impact after the mitigation measure(s) is applied.

Impacts analyzed in the Initial Study are listed, as are the project’s significance for each impact after
implementation of mitigation/ policies included in the Master EIR for the General Plan.

Summary of the Proposed Project

Currently, the project site is comprised of eleven underutilized parcels. The proposed project site is almost
fully built out with a mix of buildings that were constructed beginning in the late 1800’s through the 1950’s. A
small parcel at the south-westernmost edge of the site adjacent to the alley at 7t Street is vacant... Retail
establishments and restaurants previously occupied the ground floors of the buildings, with residential and
office uses in the upper levels of some buildings. This portion of the block is representative of the original
historic fabric of I Street, with some of the properties listed in the Sacramento Register of Historic and
Cultural Resources.

The 700 Block of K Street project (proposed project) proposes a mixed-use development with residential and
retail/restaurant/entertainment uses and a parking garage. The development densities would be below those
assumed for the site in the Master EIR for the City of Sacramento’s 2030 General Plan.

As part of the proposed pm]ect the majority of the existing building facades along K Street would be
renovated in order to maintain the existing pedestrian scale and storefront characteristics. The proposed
project would redevelop the existing structures along I< Street with retail and restaurant uses, and convert the
upper floors of several buildings to residential uses. The entire south half of the half block, along the alley, is
proposed for demolition and construction of a single five-story residential building over a two-level parking
garage. The first level of the garage would be below grade.

This proposed project would also install the infrastructure connections for development of the site.
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Potential Issues of Concern

Responses to the NOP were received from the Sacramento Metropolitan Air Quality District (SMAQMD),
the Sacramento Regional County Sanitation District (SRCSD), and the Sacramento Area Bicycle Advocates
(SABA). Appendix A includes the NOP and the NOP responses. The following summarizes the comments
received on the NOP that identify potential issues of concern:

SMAQMD:

e The District requested analyses of both construction and operational activities. The District included
its standard construction mitigation measures.

e A statement that preparation of an operational air quality mitigation plan is required if the project’s
operational emissions exceed the District’s thresholds.

e The District requested analyses of enhanced bicycle facilities on the site to minimize criteria
pollutants and greenhouse gas emissions as an alternative to the project.

e A statement was made that all projects are subject to District rules and regulations in effect at the
time of construction.

® The District requested a climate change discussion that includes the regulatory framework of GHG
emissions, a determination of significance based on the framework, and an analysis of construction
and operational emissions resulting from the project.

SRCSD: '
e SRCSD provided general information about their facilities and treatment capacities.

e The allowable flows from the City to Sump 2 were stated.

e  SRCSD stated that impacts associated with providing and expanding sanitary sewer conveyance and
treatment must be considered by the City and included within environmental impact reports.

e A certificate of compliance from the Sacramento Area Sewer District and Sacramento Regional County
Sanitation district is required prior to permit issuance. All payments for sewer impact fees must be
paid.
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SABA:

e Asked for provision of short-term and long-term bicycle parking using the Association of Pedestrian
and Bicycle Professionals Bigyele Parking Guidelines.

e  Requested the showers and clothing lockers for employees.
e Requested undbundling parking costs from residential and commercial rents.
e  Requested a reduction in vehicle parking quantity.
Alternatives to the Proposed Project
The EIR analyzes the following alternatives to the proposed project:

e No Project Alternative — This alternative assumes that the project site would be developed
consistent with the currently allowed land uses, zoning, and development intensities; however,
the parcels would not be merged and there would not be a cohesive plan for development of the
eleven parcels. Fach parcel would be developed individually from the othets.

® Complete Historic Preservation Alternative —assumes that no significant impacts to listed or
eligible historic resources would occur.

Summary Table

Table 2-1, Summary Table, is organized to correspond with the environmental issues discussed in Chapiers 4
and 7. The table is arranged into two sections. The first section summarizes the impacts and mitigation
measures from Chapter 4.1, Cultural Resources. The second section summatizes the impacts from Chapter 7,
the Initial Study.

If an impact is determined to be significant or potentially significant, mitigation measures are identified, where
appropriate and feasible.

This EIR assumes that all applicable plans, policies, and regulations would be implemented, including, but not

necessarily limited to, the City’s General Plan. Applicable plans, policies, and regulations are identified and
described for each issue area and within the relevant impact analysis.
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