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across the river between these two areas will likely increase. The | Sireet Bridge
features a crosswalk and low speed limit, making it a functional (if very narrow) bicycle
and pedestrian connection across the river. The removal of elevated section of Jibboom
could create a significant barrier for bicyclists and pedestrians if alternative access of
equal or greater quality, that closely follows the original route, is not implemented as part
of this project.

Additionally the re-routing of Jibboom may adversely affect automobile circulation in the
area, creating longer trips with more delays. This may lead 1o a cormesponding increase
in emissions.

We suqaqest that that the plan be adiusted to feave .lihhoam Street intact alana ite
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The American River Parkway comes in proximity to the Railyards project via two primary
routes. The first route is the bike trail that runs from Old Town Sacramento, through the
planned project area, and through Discovery Park where it connects to the American
River Parkway near the confluence of the American and Sacramento River. The projects
orientation 1o the frontage along the Sacramento River should provide sufficient
connectivity for bicyclists and pedestrians using this route.

The second route comes to the Railyard project from the bike trail that runs along the
east side of the American River. A former rail bridge that has been converted to
bicycle/pedestrian use crosses the river (approximately) between Point West and North
C Street. Bicyclists and pedestrians on the parkway would cross the aforementioned
bridge, travel surface streets to North B, which they would follow into the project at Big
Four Boulevard. Currently there are barriers to bicycle and pedestrian activity along this
route. The barriers include the lack of a formal bike route and safety/ maintenance
issues along the bike trail on the West side of the river. These barriers should be
eliminated to help mitigate the traffic and air quality impact of this project of this project.

Transit connection to the proposed Sports and Entertainment District:

This proposed use will create a substantial amount of new trips and corresponding
emissions. The design of this facility should highly encourage patrons that utilize public
transit, walk, or bike. A direct, pedestrian only pathway should link the
Sports/Entertainment facilities and plaza to the planned light rail station at the corner of
Big Four Boulevard and 7" Street.

We look farward to working with city staff and the proponent. If you have any questions
please contact me at 916-874-2694 or <jhurley@airquality.org>.

Sincerely, ]W

Joseph James Hurley
Assistant Air Quality Analyst/Planner
Sacramento Metropolitan Air Quality District

Cc:  Lamy Robinson, SMAQMD
Taiwo Jaiyeoba, Sacramento Regional Transit
Suheil Totah, Thomas Enterprise
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Scott Johnson

Associate Planner

City of Sacramento

Development Services Department
2101 Arena Blvd., Suite 200
Sacramento, CA 95834

NAME OF DEVELOPMENT: Railyards Specific Plan
CONTROL NUMBER: P05-097

The Railyards Project consists of various entitlements for the 238+ acre
mixed use master plan for the Union Pacific Railyards (revision to the
June 17, 2005 plan). This plan proposes six neighborhood districts with a
potential of 11,805 residential units, 1.37 million square feet of retail, 2.9
million square feet of office space, 1,000 hotel rooms, 43+ acres of open
space, 421,700 square feet of cultural and entertainment space including
the Railroad Technology Museum, 20,000 seat sports/event facility and
City sponsored Sacramento Valley (Intermodal Transportation) Station.

Many bus routes and light rail lines operate in the project area.

Sacramento Regional Transit District (RT) has submitted comments on
the Notice of Preparation for the environmental document. Those
comments, dated April 10, 2006 are attached for your review and shall be
addressed to the satisfaction of RT’s Planning Director prior to approval of
the Development Agreement.

RT staff has reviewed the proposed project and recommends the
following:

e Project proponents shall consider the impact of project design
on transit accessibility. Physical barriers such as walls, cul-de-sacs,
circuitous street patterns, and speed bumps all impede access to
transit.

* Applicant shall join the Sacramento TMA, prior to issuance of any final
map for the project.

» Employers should offer employees subsidized transit passes at 50% or
greater discount.

e Develop a program to offer transit passes at a 50% or greater discount
to new residential owners for a period of six months or more.
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» Parking competes with transit usage. Therefore, parking should not
exceed the required standards for the Central City.

» RT staff is interested in engaging the developer in a discussion pertaining to its
efforts in developing a streetcar starter line in the downtown Sacramento area.

» The Development Agreement should include transit fees that will contribute to bus,
light rail and possibly streetcar service. RT requires that the developer contribute a
fair share to transit.

e The developer should meet with Greta Vohlers, RT Service Planning (916) 556-0510
to identify major transit routes, park and ride opportunities and bus stops.

* Project construction shall not impact transit service or pedestrian access to transit
stops/stations.

* Bicycle parking facilities should be provided at commercial and office building
entrances and in parking garage.

* An Irrevocable Offer of Dedication (I0D) shall be granted Regional Transit to
accommodate light rail track and station area within the project boundaries.

 All conditions shall be met to the satisfaction of RT’s Planning Director (Taiwo
Jaiyeoba) prior to approval of the Development Agreement.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment. Please send any subsequent documents
that pertain to this project as they become available.

If you have further questions regarding these recommendations, please contact me at

(916) 556-0506 or dsmith@sacrt.com.

Sincerely,

o

Don Smith
Senior Planner

Enclosure

c: Taiwo Jaiyeoba, Director of Planning, RT
Greta Vohlers, Senior Planner, RT





