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•	 The City of Sacramento was founded in 1849 and is 
the oldest incorporated city in California.

•	 In 1920, city voters adopted a Charter (municipal 
constitution) and a City Council/City Manager form 
of government.

•	 The City is divided into eight districts.

•	 Elected members of the City Council serve a 	
four-year term.

•	 The Mayor is elected by all voters in the City. In 
2002, voters approved a measure for the Mayor 
to serve full-time. All other Councilmembers are 
elected by district and serve part-time.

•	 The Mayor and other Councilmembers have an equal 
vote in all matters.

•	 The City of Sacramento currently encompasses 
approximately 99 square miles.

•	 The current estimated population is 481,097.
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The Government Finance Officers Association of  the United States and Canada  (GFOA) presented a 
Distinguished Budget Presentation Award to the City of Sacramento, California for its annual budget 
for  the  fiscal year beginning  July 1, 2009.  In order  to  receive  this award, a governmental unit must 
publish a budget document that meets program criteria as a policy document, as an operations guide, 
as a financial plan, and as a communications device. 
 
This award is valid for a period of one year only. We believe our current budget continues to conform 
to program  requirements, and we are  submitting  it  to GFOA  to determine  its eligibility  for another 
award. 
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