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City of Sacramento Parks & Recreation August/September 2006

Executive Summary

Residents throughout the City of Sacramento continue to value City-owned
and/or operated parks and recreation facilities, especially Community Centers. This is
one of the central “findings” from a follow-up survey of Sacramento residents and

voters, which was designed to identify
instructive trends and patterns, over
time, with respect to public opinion

City Parks & Recreation Services
are a Valuable Public Resource

2003 regarding the role the City’s parks and

m wggﬁm recreation facilities and programs play

in the quality of life one enjoys as a

\ Opinion Leaders resident of Sacramento. The present

H «= =|=| Stronaly Agree community survey is a follow-up study
75% .

to a similar research effort conducted

Percent

three years ago (in 2003), when City
officials were updating Sacramento’s
Parks & Recreation Master Plan.

Strongly Somewhat Unsure Somewha_t Strongly .
Agree Disagree As seen in the above (left) chart,

nearly everyone (94% today, 93% in
2003) agrees that the City parks and recreation services provided through local
government are a VALUABLE PUBLIC RESOURCE for Sacramento residents; indeed,

70% “strongly agree” with this notion (also, refer to Figure 1A).

Equally, if not MORE, important is the finding that even a 26-
greater ratio of the City's “Opinion Leaders” (75%) Disconti':,ue
STRONGLY agree with this notion. ! 637 | Openings

Continue
In fact, when asked if City officials should STOP Openings
opening new Community Centers, given the financial

Opinion Leaders

pressures being experienced today, 63% of the Continue Opening
respondents, and nearly eighty percent (79%) of 79%
Opinion Leaders, said the City should continue opening such facilities...even if this

1 Opinion Leaders comprise between 13.5% and 15% of the community-at-large, or any social
strata (subset) within a respective community. When SRI scientists administered the algorithm that
represents the documented profile of “opinion leadership” to the Sacramento data, it matched 14% of the
respondents in the present scientific survey. Thus, it's clear that we have successfully identified and
isolated the subset of “opinion leaders” throughout the City of Sacramento.
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means increasing USER FEES and/or asking local voters to approve some form of

funding mechanism (see Figure 5C).

In fact, there appears to be an acceptance of the need to increase USER FEES
at certain levels. As seen in the graph below (left, also refer to Figure 5A), for example,
when it was explained to respondents that there may not be enough money to fund the

Increase User Fees vs.
Cut Back Programs/Facilities

RDD Voters

Increase

Increase
User
Fees

User
Fees

Opinion Leaders
Increase User Fees

68%

park and recreation facilities/programs that
are presently being provided to Sacramento
residents, thus City officials may be faced
with having to increase certain user fees or
make cutbacks to programs presently being
provided through the City’s Department of
Parks and Recreation, a clear majority (60%
of the community-at-large, 63% of local
voters, 68% of the City’s Opinion Leaders)
recommend increasing USER FEES for
programs that are extremely costly to
provide, rather than CUTTING BACK on
programs and park and rec facilities.

The above findings may be due, at least in part, to the fact that usage of the
City’s public parks and recreation facilities continues to be strong; 80% of the
respondents report using these facilities once a month, or more often (see figure below,

also refer to Figure 3); 60% say they use
these facilities once a week or more,
which is consistent with usage patterns in
2003. Usage is even greater among
Opinion Leaders...66% report using these
park and recreation facilities once a week
or more.

Sacramento residents continue to
prefer PASSIVE vs. ACTIVE park
facilities. Today (see figure 6), the ratio is
about 2:1 preferring passive parks (47%
preferring PASSIVE parks, 23% preferring
ACTIVE parks); in 2003, preferences
toward passive vs. active parks was even
greater(58% passive, 22% active).

Usage of
Park and Recreation Facilities

2003

63

No Sig. Difference

More than three times/week
Once a week

or more

60

Three times/week

Opinion Leaders
Once a week
or more

23 66%

20 ' Once a month

/

—— or more

14 ' 801%

Twice a week

Once a week

Once a year or less often

Never
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The major change since 2003 appears to be a shift from wanting passive parks
to wanting a COMBINATION of passive and active park facilities. In 2003, 18% of the
respondents said they wanted a combination of the two types of park facilities; today,
this percentage has increased to 26%.

There exists today what amounts to a MANDATE
from the community-at-large and the Community’s Opinion
Leaders for expanding and improving the City’s existing 74,
parks and recreation facilities rather than purchasing Expand°&
additional land and/or building brand new park facilities :E';'(:’s't‘::; Sl Luiidets
(see graphic, right and refer to Figure 7). Nearly three ﬂ%ﬁ"’i
quarters of BOTH the community-at-large and Opinion 73%
Leaders (74% and 73%, respectively) say the City should take
steps to enhance the existing park and recreation system vs. purchasing new land
and/or building new parks. This finding is punctuated by the fact that only 40% of the
Sacramento electorate said they would support some form of tax or assessment for
acquiring new land and/or for making capital improvements (see Figure 11A). Even
among the City’s Opinion Leaders, support for such a tax/assessment is only 55%.

Unsure/
Refused

Local residents have strong

opinions about how the future park and Pr'ont'es_f?'_' Types of .
recreation  properties should  be Park/Rec Facilities to Provide

developed, as well. Respondents were
asked to rank-order three specific types
of park and recreation facilities. As can f';raw"g:n !"33!:15? 1%
be seen in the table at right (also refer

to Figure 8), there are instructive “Riverbank TIEJ  # 166%

differences between the priorities of the

1st Priority + 2" Priority

Leaders for ALL AGES

community-at-large  vs. Opinion c°m§ erts 54,

0 X 40 60 80

100

Top priority for those in the

main-stream are large habitat areas SpIOn Londons

Develop Areas Along.

1st Priority + 2" Priority

for walking and hiking, where Riverbank 32 IENEES80°-
interpretive and educational programs Large Habitats

can take place; 71% of the community- R TR E 66%
at-large and 68% of registered voters COmgﬂ;‘:z

selected this as their number one

oraaces 16 X4 8%
priority.
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Second priority is to develop parkways and areas along the American
Riverbank that can accommodate large groups of people, picnics, and family-oriented
attractions; 66% of the community-at-large and 74% of registered voters.

Third priority is to construct amateur sports complexes for all ages that would
make possible regional, statewide, and perhaps national events, such as state play-offs
in soccer, baseball, etc.; 54% of community-at-large and 50% of registered voters.

However, Opinion Leaders do NOT completely share in this perception. When
aggregating 1% and 2" priorities, Opinion Leaders site developing areas along the
riverbank as being most important; that said, when looking only at their top priority,
support for developing large habitats for walking, hiking, et al. is the number one
preference among Opinion Leaders, as well.

Mostly business &

In an effort to penetrate into how best to develop the remaining riverfront commerciar enterprise
property along the south side of the American River, near
Richards Boulevard, respondents were asked about three
specific development concepts.

12, 1A
Unsure/

Refused 1 8%

Ensure

As can be seen in the graphic to the right (also refer RUBNG woross
to Figure 14), 62% of residents, 66% of the City’s Opinion
Leaders, and 71% of registered voters said they want a 62%
significant amount of the riverfront property set aside for £ampronyiae Batwoun

and public access

public access; that said, they also want the City to
integrate a mixture of business, commercial and visitor
opportunities along the remaining waterfront properties.

Priority Passive Activities Priority Active Activities
Top five activities Top five activities
Residents Voters Residents | Voters

o Sty | 09% | 89% || SPymmclietr o1n | sow
Older adult cglctﬁiréei‘ 88% 87% Teen Centers 89% 92%

Trails 82% 81% Trails 87% 86%
Interpretive facilities 80% 78% s P 86% 88%

programs

Respondents were asked to establish SPENDING PRIORITIES for BOTH
passive and active park facilities and programs. A complete listing of their priorities are
presented in Figures 9A and 9B; reported above are the top four spending priorities in
each of the two categories.
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