














DEL PASO REGIONAL PARK MASTER PLAN AMENDMENT PROJECT
INITIAL STUDY/MITIGATED NEGATIVE-DECLARATION

Potentially
: Significant
Potentially Impact Less-than-
Significant |  Unless - significant
Issues: Impact Mitigated Impact

12. UTILITIES

Would the proposal result in the need for new .
systems or supplies, or substantial alterations to the
following utilities:

A) Communication systems? v/
B) Local or regional water supplies? v
O Local or regional water treatment or

distribution facilities? y
D) Sewer or septic tanks? g
E) Storm water drainage? J
F) Solid waste disposal? 7

Environmental Setting

Telephone. Pacific Bell provides telephone service to the project site and throughout the surrounding
area. Telephone service to the project area is provided primarily with aboveground transmission lines.

Water. The sources of the City’s surface water are from the Sacramento and American Rivers. The City
of Sacramento is served by two active water diversion and filtration/treatment plants. The two active
plants, the Sacramento River Water Treatment Plant and the E.A. Fairbairn Water Treatment Plant on the
American River, pump water for domestic use from the American and Sacramento Rivers. The water
treatment plants jointly serve the interconnected distribution system; therefore, one plant is not dedicated
to serving a particuiar area of the City.

Stormwater and Sewage Drainage. The Sacramento Regional County Sanitation District (SRCSD)
provides sewage treatment for the cities of Folsom and Sacramento and County Sanitation District
(CSD)-1, which serve the unincorporated urban portions of the County and portions of Sacramento.

The SRCSD is responsible for the operation of all regional interceptors and wastewater treatment plants,

while local collection districts operate the systems that transport less than 10 million gallons of
waste flow daily.

Solid Waste. The City of Sacramento Department of Public Works, Solid Waste Division currently
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collects mostofthe solid waste fiom residences within the City and isposes of it at the Kiefer Landfil

Most commercial and office establishments, however, hire private haulers to dispose of their dry solid
waste. The City recently approved two material transfer stations within the Florin-Perkins Industrial area.

The BLT Transfer Station in the Florin-Perkins Industrial area is under contract to receive the City’s
wastestream, sort it and deliver it to the appropriate landfill or recycling facility.

Standards of Significance

For purposes of this environmental document, an impact is considered significant if the proposed project
would:

e Result in a detriment to microwave, radar, or radio transmissions;

e Create an increase in water demand of more than 10 million gallons per day;
e Substantially degrade water quality;

e Generate more than 500 tons of solid waste per year; or

e Generate storm water that would exceed the capacity of the storm water system.

Answers to Checklist Questions

Questions A-F

Although the project involves the construction of improvements, it will not involve the need for new
systems or supplies or substantial alterations to communication, water, water treatment or distribution,
sewer or septic tanks, solid waste disposal, or storm water drainage.

Mitigation Measures

No mitigation is required.

Findings

The proposed project would result in less-than-significant impacts to utility systems. .

- Page 48




DEL PASO REGIONAL PARK MASTER PLAN AMENDMENT PROJECT
INITIAL STUDY/MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION

Potentially
ST Significant ' o
Potentially Impact - Less-than-
Significant Unless significant
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13. AESTHETICS, LIGHT AND GLARE
Would the proposal:
A) Affect a scenic vista or adopted view v
corridor?
B) Have a demonstrable negative aesthetic
effect? s
0 Create light or glare? J/
D) Create shadows on adjacent property? 7

Environmental Setting
The project site is located in a partially developed area. Interstate-80 is situated to the north, Senior

Gleaners warehouse facility to the east, and Longview Drive to the south. Del Paso Regional Park is
situated to the south of Longview Drive. :

Standards of Significance
Visual impacts would include obstruction of a significant view or viewshed or the introduction of a fagade
which lacks visual interest and compatibility which would be visible from a public gathering or viewing

area.

Shadows. New shadows from developments are generally considered to be significant if they would shade
a recognized public gathering place (e.g., park) or place residences/child care centers in complete shade.

Glare. Glare is considered to be significant if it would be cast in such a way as to cause public hazard or
annoyance for.a sustained period of time.

Light. Light is considered significant if it would be cast onto oncoming traffic or residential uses.
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__Answers to Checklist Questions

Questions A and B ‘

The proposed project is not within an identified scenic corridor or viewshed. One of the combonents of
the project is to establish a native grassland area and plant more native oaks. This component of the
project will actually make the site more aesthetically pleasing. The loop path that is a part of the project
will be comprised of wood chips and will not cause a negative aesthetic effect, as the wood chips would
blend into the site better than other materials such as asphalit. Therefore, the proposed project would not
affect a scenic vista or adopted view corridor nor have a demonstrable negative aesthetic effect.
Questions C and D

No lighting and no structures are proposed as a part of this project. Therefore, shadows, light, and glare
impacts are anticipated to be less-than-significant.

Mitigation Measures

No mitigation is required.

Findings

The project is determined to have a less-than-significant impact to aesthetics, light, or glare.
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Potentially Impact Less-than-
Issues: Significant Unless significant
, Impact Mitigated Impact
14. CULTURAL RESOURCES
Would the proposal:
v
A) Disturb paleontological resources?
B) Disturb archaeological resources? 7
O Affect historical resources? w4
D) Have the potential to cause a physical
change, which would affect unique ethnic
cultural values? 4
E) Restrict existing religious or sacred uses
within the potential impact area? <

Environmental Setting

In March 2002, Jones & Stokes prepared a cultural resources report to evaluate the stone culvert located
along the southern edge of the project site (Attachment E). The stone culvert (JSA-SG-1), which bears
Longview Drive over an unnamed tributary of Arcade Creek, was built in 1940 by the Work Progress
Administration (WPA). It is built of rough-cut granite blocks and concrete. The headwalls are one foot
thick and ten feet high from the creek bed. The top two feet serves as a guard rail. The wings protrude at
uneven angles from the headwall. The creek is transported by two 36-inch diameter corrugated metal
pipes. "WPA 1940" is embossed in the concrete on the creek side of the culvert. A red, white, and blue
highway shield embossed "WPA 1940" is embedded in the road side of the guardrail portion of the
culvert on both sides of the road. Several stones are detached from the headwall on the north side of the
road, and are lying within the creek bed.

Standards of Significance
Cultural resource impacts may be considered significant if the proposed project would result in one or more
of the following:

L4

1. Cause a substantial change in the significance of a historical or archaeological resource as
defined in CEQA Guidelines Section 15064.5 or

2. Directly or indirectly destroy a unique paleontological resource or site or unique geologic
feature.
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Answers to Checklist Questions
Questions A, B, & D

The report completed by Jones & Stokes indicated that no known paleontological, archaeological, or
ethnic cultural values were identified on the site. Although no known cultural resources were identified
on the site, significant cultural resources could be buried beneath the project site. The project involves
the construction of a detention wetland that will be approximately two feet deep. Although this will not
involve major trenching, the construction of the detention wetland could reveal previously unidentified
resources. The following mitigation measures shall be followed to ensure that impacts to
paleontological, archaeological, or ethnic cultural values are less-than-significant:

Mitigation Measures

1. If subsurface archaeological or historical remains are discovered during construction, work in the
area shall stop immediately and a qualified archaeologist and a representative of the Native
American Heritage Commission shall be consulted to develop, if necessary, further mitigation
measures to reduce any archaeological impact to a less-than-significant level before construction
continues.

2. If human burials are encountered, all work in the area shall stop immediately and the Sacramento
County Coroner’s office shall be notified immediately. If the remains are determined to be Native
American in origin, both the Native American Heritage Commission and any identified descendants
must be notified and recommendations for treatment solicited (CEQA Section 15064.5); Health and
Safety Code Section 7050.5; Public Resources Code Section 5097.94 and 5097.98.

Question C

There is an existing WPA culvert on the project site (see Attachment B) that was evaluated to determine
historical significance. The proposed project involves the repair of this existing culvert. The report
prepared by Jones & Stokes indicated that this is not considered a significant historic resource because it
is not a significant representation of the WPA’s projects. In order for a resource to be deemed
historically significant federally, the following must be met:

The quality of significance in American history, architecture, archaeology, engineering, and culture is
present in districts, sites, buildings, structures, and objects that possess integrity of location, design,
4

setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and association, and

1. that are associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history; or

2. that are associated with the lives of persons significant in our past; or

3. that embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction, or that

Page 52




DEL PASO REGIONAL PARK MASTER PLAN AMENDMENT PROJECT
INITIAL STUDY/MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION

~_represent the work of a ma_;_sfer, or that possess high artistic values, or that represent a significant
and distinguishable entity whose components may lack individual distinction;or * =~

4. that have yielded, or may likely to yield, information important in prehistory Qr”history.‘

CEQA defines a significant historical resource as “a resource listed in or eligible for listing in the
California Register of Historical Resources (CRHR)” (Public Resources Code, Section 5024.1). A
historical resource may be eligible for inclusion in the CRHR if it:

1. is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
California’s history and cultural heritage;

2. is associated with the lives of persons important in our past;

3. embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, region, or method of construction, or
represents the work of an important creative individual, or possess high artistic values; or

4. has yielded, or may likely to yield, information important in prehistory or history.

Properties that are listed in or eligible for listing in the National Register of Historical Places are
considered eligible for listing in the CRHR.

The report prepared by Jones & Stokes also indicated that the WPA culvert did not appear to be
historically significant because WPA structures are not uncommon, and that the culvert does not appear
eligible for its association with historic events and themes or with any important persons in history.
Furthermore, the culvert is not a significant representation of a particular kind of architecture or
construction because the WPA had constructed numerous structures in the past. The culvert is not the
work of a master and therefore is not eligible for its architecture or engineering. Finally, the culvert is
unlikely to yield further information that would be important in the study of history or prehistory.
Therefore, the culvert does not appear eligible for its potential to yield important data.

Because the culvert does not appear to be a historically significant resource, no mitigation measures are
required. The project involves the repair of the culvert, which will be considered a beneficial impact.
The culvert will be repaired using loose stones lying around the area of the culvert. If more stones are
needed to repair the culvert, matching stones will be used. Historical records will be researched to
ensure that repair of the stone culvert will match original conditions as close as possible.

There is also an abandoned road situated within the project site. This abandoned road appeared to be less
than 50 years old, according to the report prepared by Jones & Stokes. Thus, the road was not evaldated
in the cultural resources study. The road will be removed as a part of the project.

Question E

There are no existing religious or sacred uses on the project site. Therefore, it is not anticipated that
religious or sacred uses will be impacted by the proposed project.
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. Fmdmgs e e o

The project is determined to have less-than-significant impacts on cultural resources with the incorporation
of the above mitigation measures.
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15. RECREATION
Would the proposal:
A) Increase the demand for neighborhood or
regional parks or other recreational 7
facilities?
B) Affect existing recreational opportunities? v

Environmental Setting

The project site is situated within a partially developed area. Immediately west of the site is a warehouse
facility, to the north of the site is Interstate-80, and to the south of the site is Longview Drive. Del Paso
Regional Park is situated immediately south of Longview Drive. Del Paso Regional Park encompasses
approximately 352 acres and includes amenities such as jogging trail, equestrian trail, and sports fields.

Standards of Significance

Recreation impacts would be considered significant if the project created a new demand for additional
recreational facilities or affected existing recreational opportunities.

Answers to Checklist Questions

Questions A and B

The proposed project would have a beneficial impact on parks. The proposed project involves the
amendment of the Del Paso Regional Park Master Plan to include an additional 7.45 acres of parkland for
passive uses only. This addition of parkland will not affect existing recreational opportunities as the project

site is presently vacant. The project improvements would involve restoration and enhancement of the site,
including installation of a loop path within the site.

Mitigation Measures

No mitigation is required.
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Findings

The proposed project would result in less-than-significant impacts to recreational resources.
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MANDATORY FINDINGS OF SIGNIFICANCE '-

Potentially
Significant
Potentially Impact Less-than-
Significant Unless significant
Issues: Impact Mitigated Impact
16. MANDATORY FINDINGS OF
SIGNIFICANCE
A. Does the project have the potential to

degrade the quality of the environment,
substantially reduce the habitat of a fish or
wildlife species, cause a fish or wildlife
population to drop below self-sustaining e
levels, threaten to eliminate a plant or
animal community, reduce the number or
restrict the range of a rare or endangered
plant or animal or eliminate important
examples of the major periods of California

history or prehistory?
B. Does the project have the potential to
" achieve short-term, to the disadvantage of
long-term environmental goals? v
C. Does the project have impacts that are

individually limited, but cumulatively
considerable? (“Cumulatively considerable”
means that the incremental effects of a 7
project are considerable when viewed in
connection with the effects of past projects,
the effects of other current projects, and the
effects of probable future projects.)

D. Does the project have environmental effects
which will cause substantial adverse effects p
on human beings, either directly or v
indirectly? Disturb paleontological
resources?
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" Mandatory Findings of Significance Discussion

A.

As discussed in the Biological Resources section, the project would not degrade the .

quality of the environment, substantially reduce the habitat of a fish or wildlife species, -
cause a fish or wildlife population to drop below self-sustaining levels, or threaten to
eliminate a plant or animal community because mitigation measures will be incorporated
to ensure that impacts are reduced to a less-than-significant level. An old culvert is
situated on the site. Although repairs will be made to the stones of the culvert, the work
will not eliminate important examples of the major periods of California history or
prehistory because the culvert is not considered an important example of history or
prehistory.

As discussed in the preceding section, the project does not have the potential to achieve
short-term, to the disadvantage of long-term environmental goais. The project will
preserve the site for the long-term by formally amending the Del Paso Regional Master
Plan to include the site and by restoring the site.

When impacts are considered along with, or in combination with other impacts, the
project-related impacts are less-than-significant. The proposed project will not add
substantially to any cumulative effects. Project related impacts will be mitigated to a
less-than-significant level, therefore cumulative effects will not be considered a
significant impact.

The project does not have environmental effects that could cause substantial adverse
effects on human beings, either directly or indirectly, nor is the project expected to result
in a significant unavoidable impact to paleontological resources. The site is not known
to contain any hazards; however, mitigation measures are included to ensure a less-than-
significant impact in the case that hazardous materials are uncovered during
construction. Since the proposed project involves amending the Del Paso Regional Park
Master Plan to include these additional acres and restoring the site, it is not anticipated
that this will cause a substantial adverse effect on human beings. In addition, there are
no known paleontoiogical resources on the site. However, in the case that
paleontological resources are uncovered during construction of the on-site
improvements, mitigation measures are included to ensure a less-than-significant impact.
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SECTION IV. ENVIRONMENTAL FACTORS POTENTIALLY AFFECTED

The environmental factors checked below potentially would be affected by this project.

Land Use and Planning < Hazards
T Population and Housing _J_ Noise
7 Geological Problems T Public Services
—J— Water T Utilities and Service Systems
_J_ Air Quality T Aesthetics, Light & Glare
o Transportation/Circulation 7 4Cultural Resources
7 Biological Resources T Recreation
o Energy and Mineral Resources 7 Mandatory Findings of Significance
T None Identified T |
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SECTION V DETERM]NATION

On the basis of the initial evaluation:

" I find that the Proposed Project COULD NOT have a significant effect on the envn'onment,
and a NEGATIVE DECLARATION will be prepared.

X I find that although the Proposed Project could have a significant effect on the environment,
there will not be a significant effect in this case because the project-specific mitigation
measures described in Section III have been added to the project. A NEGATIVE
DECLARATION will be prepared.

I find that the Proposed Project MAY have a significant effect on the environment, and an
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT is required.

5/17(02
Signature Date

Puysan “Susanne” Tam

Printed Name
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