
An FAR of 1.0 means that 
the total building square 

footage is the same size as 
the area of the lot.
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The Cathedral Building  
Corner	of	12th	&	K	Streets

Pensione K                                        
Corner	of	17th	&	K	Streets

Transit-Oriented	Development:	
Transit-oriented	development,	or	TOD,	is	a	type	of	
housing	development	that	is	located	within	a	half-
mile	of	quality	public	transportation.	Most	often	this	
embraces	a	mixture	of	housing	with	office,	retail	
and/or	other	amenities	integrated	into	a	walkable	
neighborhood.

The	Cathedral	Building	
Density:	79	units/acre		 
Floor	Area	Ratio:	3.0

Pensione	K	
Density:	186	units/acre		 
Floor	Area	Ratio:	1.5

Township	9/Cannery	Place	
Density:	109.78	units/acre		 
Floor	Area	Ratio:	0.86

Total building area: 50,000 sf
Stories: 3  
Height: ~45’
Residential Units: 23 units

Total building area: ~5,400 sf
Stories: 2  
Height: ~35’
Residential Units: 4 units

Total building area: ~2,500 sf
Stories: 1  
Height: ~20’
Residential Units: 2 units

The Cathedral Building
Residential, 3.0 FAR
Downtown

Fourplex
Residential, 0.80 FAR 
Midtown

Duplex
Residential, 0.35 FAR 
East Sacramento

Calculating Floor Area Ratio 

Floor Area Ratio, or FAR, measures the 
ratio of total square footage of the build-
ing to the total area of the lot it is built on. 
An FAR of 1.0 means that the building has 
the same square footage as its lot - but the 
building's square footage may be spread over 
multiple floors. Today, new residential build-
ings in Sacramento have both an FAR limit 
and a density limit, regulating how many 
dwelling units are allowed per acre of land. 
Using only an FAR limit would allow more 
residential units to be built.  New buildings 
would still be required to comply with an 
area's setbacks, height limits, and other visual 
appearance requirements. 


