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SACRAMENTO HOUSING ELEMENT 
SUMMARY OF HOUSING POLICY WORKING GROUP MEETING AUGUST 20, 2020 

Overview 

The City of Sacramento is currently updating the Housing Element for the 2021 – 2029 planning period. 
As part of the Housing Element update, City staff and Ascent, the consultant, met with the City’s Housing 
Policy Working Group on August 20, 2020. City staff and Ascent first met with the Housing Policy Working 
Group in June 2020.  

The meeting began with a brief presentation from City staff on progress made to date on the Housing 
Element since June, with updates on outreach, the preliminary framework for the sites inventory, and the 
draft framework of key issues.  City staff then facilitated a discussion using Poll Everywhere, an online 
polling software, to get feedback on the sites inventory framework and policy topics on the draft 
framework of key issues. A copy of the PowerPoint presentation was sent to the group after the meeting.  

The feedback received at this meeting will be incorporated into the Housing Element update. Information 
will help inform the methodology used for the sites inventory and will also help to shape and guide new 
strategies, policies, and programs.  

Housing Policy Working Group 

In 2019 and 2020, City staff established two housing-focused working groups: the Internal Housing 
Working Group and Housing Policy Working Group. These working groups were established to vet and 
gather feedback on housing-related planning and policy projects on an ongoing basis.  

The Housing Policy Working Group is comprised of approximately 40 individuals representing a wide 
range of perspectives, including City staff, real estate representatives, housing advocacy groups, housing 
developers, Planning and Design Commissioners, Property Business Improvement Districts (PBIDs), and 
local non-profits. 

Summary of Feedback 

The feedback received via Poll Everywhere is included as an attachment to this summary. Housing Policy 
Working Group members were asked to rank and offer suggestions for policy topics on the draft 
framework of key issues.  Within each question, policy topics with an asterisk were initial ideas provided 
for members. Policy topics without an asterisk were added by members during the polling exercise.  
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Summary of Additional Feedback  

Additional feedback received during the meeting is summarized below, by question and topic.  

Question: What are some of the barriers to development that should be considered on underutilized sites 
in the Central City, River District, commercial corridors, and TOD areas?  

• Need to be cognizant of overconcentrating services and affordable housing in one location. The 
River District is prime for housing but needs a mix of housing types and currently has an 
overconcentration of homeless services.  

• Some of the storm, sewer and water is undersized in older parts of town.  
• Some barriers to development are racism, a history of red lining, and NIMBYs.   

o There needs to be a statement acknowledging the history of racism and redlining in the 
City and to move away from this notion that this only affected the poor. Not everyone 
who was subject to redlining was poor; these were racially targeted policies. 

Topic #7: Increasing Accessible Housing. (Goal: Allow seniors and people with disabilities to stay in their 
homes  

• Need to improve knowledge and understanding of the Reasonable accommodation ordinance.  
• There can be substantial costs to universal design.  
• Need to figure out ways to work together to make it easier for builders to accomplish universal 

design.  
• With the boom in senior population universal design is going to be a hot topic because people 

who can afford to buy homes want to age in place.  

Topic #5: Preserving the Existing Housing Stock.  

• SROs are important, low barrier housing that is affordable and often houses hard to house folks. 
Preserving the ordinance means if the SRO owners close, there is an obligation for them to be 
replaced. 

Any additional thoughts or comments you would like to share with us? 

• Go strong and big please so we can meet this moment. 
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Attachment:  
Summary of Poll Everywhere Results  
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