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WHAT IS MEASURE U AND WHAT DOES IT FUND?
The current Measure U is a ½-cent sales tax approved by voters in 2012 and expires in March 2019. The proposed Measure U
is a 1-cent sales tax that would replace the existing Measure U.
The proposed Measure U will be on the Nov. 6, 2018 ballot and will help to maintain and enhance City services, including public
safety, and allow the City to invest in youth, affordable housing, and inclusive economic development. It is expected to raise
approximately $95 million per year.
Measure U is a general tax; the revenue it produces would be deposited in the City’s General Fund and may be used for any
municipal purpose.

WHAT DOES THE CURRENT MEASURE U FUND?
Revenue from the current Measure U supplied $47.3 million in annual revenues to restore City fire, police, parks and library
services. The primary recipients of Measure U funding have been public safety agencies.
Measure U currently pays for 195 positions in the Police Department, 90 in the Fire Department and 137 in Youth, Parks &
Community Enrichment (YPCE). In the 2019/20 budget year, Police, Fire, and YPCE will face significant staff cuts if Measure U
is not renewed.
Sales Tax Rates as of July 1, 2018
Top 10 Largest CA Cities

Los Angeles – 9.5%
Oakland – 9.25%
San Jose – 9.25%
San Francisco – 8.5%
Sacramento – 8.25%
Anaheim – 7.75%
San Diego – 7.75%
Bakersfield – 7.25%

Since Measure U was passed in 2012, the City has taken actions to contain costs and
become more efficient.
The City currently employs 9.3 employees for every 1,000 residents of Sacramento. That
compares to 11.5 employees for every 1,000 residents in 2007/08. The City has also
eliminated retiree health benefits for new employees in every union except firefighters.

Long Beach – 10.25%

Fresno – 7.975%

WHAT HAS THE CITY DONE TO BECOME MORE EFFICIENT?

In addition, since 2015, all City employees are required to fully fund employee
contributions towards their retirement costs. All public safety employees pay an
additional three percent of the City’s retirement cost, while all but 160 non-safety
employees pay an additional one percent.

WHAT KIND OF OVERSIGHT WOULD THERE BE OVER MEASURE
U SPENDING?
The City currently requires independent audits of Measure U spending. These are
reviewed by a five-member committee. The City Council will establish an oversight
commission for the new Measure U as well.

WOULD THE STATE BE ABLE TO TAKE THIS MONEY FROM US?
No. By law, locally approved sales taxes cannot be taken away by state government. The entire amount will be used in Sacramento.

HOW MUCH EXTRA WOULD I PAY FOR A $100 PURCHASE?

The additional ½-cent sales tax being proposed for Measure U would add 50 cents to a $100 purchase subject to sales tax. The
total Measure U sales tax after November would be $1 on a $100 purchase subject to sales tax. If approved, the total sales tax
for the City of Sacramento will be 8.75%.

HAVE OTHER CITIES PASSED SIMILAR TAXES?

Since 2012, 111 California cities have passed general tax increases ranging from ¼ cent to 1 cent.

Additional information can be found at www.cityofsacramento.org/measureU

