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INITIATIVE MEASURE TO REQUIRE THE CITY OF SACRAMENTO TO AUTHORIZE 
EMERGENCY SHELTER SPACES OR EMERGENCY CAMPING SPACES, AND TO 

ALLOW RESIDENTS TO BRING ACTION AGAINST THE CITY FOR ALLEGED 
PUBLIC NUISANCES ON THE CITY’S OWN PROPERTY 

This initiative measure proposes to amend chapters 12.52 (“Camping”) and 8.04 
(“Nuisances Generally”) of the Sacramento City Code.  The measure is known as the 
“Emergency Temporary Shelter and Enforcement Act of 2022” (the “Act”). 

The purpose of the Act is to address the problem of homelessness in the City of 
Sacramento.  To achieve that purpose the Act amends the City Code in three 
fundamental ways. 

First, it imposes upon the city certain duties with respect to identifying and providing 
emergency shelter spaces or emergency camping spaces.  Within 60 days of the Act’s 
approval by the voters, the city manager would be required to designate emergency 
shelter spaces or emergency camping spaces equal to at least 75% of the total number 
of homeless individuals according to the latest point-in-time count. The city manager 
would also be required to inform relevant local agencies of the number and location of 
such spaces that are open and available each day. The city’s enforcement against any 
individual camping on public property is conditioned upon those actions of the city 
manager, as well as the illegally-camping individual having been offered a space and 
their refusal to accept that offer. 

Second, it creates an express prohibition on “encampments,” as well as the improper 
disposal of hazardous waste (including human waste, garbage, debris, and used 
needles) in encampments.  An encampment is defined as four or more unrelated 
persons camping together or within 50 feet of each other and without permitted power, 
running water, and bathroom facilities.  The conditions on enforcement against 
individuals, as described in the preceding paragraph, do not apply to encampments. 

Third, it authorizes any resident to commence a nuisance abatement proceeding 
against the city for a code violation or public nuisance on city property; the term 
“resident” includes any person conducting business in the city.  To commence such a 
proceeding, a resident would serve the city a notice of violation and demand to abate.  
The city manager would be required to inspect the identified property and then abate 
the nuisance, request an extension of time to abate, or dispute either the city’s 
ownership of the property or the existence of the alleged nuisance.  If the city manager 
raises a dispute, the matter would be heard by a hearing examiner, who could issue a 
decision requiring the city to abate the nuisance.  If the hearing examiner orders the city 
to abate a nuisance, the resident who initiated the action could recover their costs and 
attorney's fees. 
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