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Type of Argument (in favor/against) Against 

Measure Title Measure L: Children and Youth Health and Safety Act 

Election Date November 8, 2022 

Argument  

(Max 300 Words) 

It’s déjà vu all over again. This measure has failed twice as Measure Y and Measure G. It 
failed for good reason- ballot box budgeting is fiscally irresponsible, and this measure is an 
attempt to fund nonprofit organizations with tax dollars collected to provide essential city 
services. 
 
Currently, 7.5% (0ver $23 million) of city funds are spent on youth services and nonprofits 
that support after-school programming, workforce development, youth employment, 
gang prevention and gun violence reduction programs, youth recreation, public safety 
academies and more. This measure would amend our City Charter to spend another ten 
million annually on additional youth spending and it would be untouchable, limiting our 
ability to fund critical programs and our options to close anticipated budget deficits. 
Further, the lock box could lower our bond rating, decreasing our ability to borrow for 
essential projects.  
 
Spending on youth is important and we already do a lot of it, but our recent community 
survey showed clearly that the most pressing concern for constituents is to get our city 
cleaned up, and for it to feel safe again. Homelessness, climate change, and clean mobility 
are also critical priorities, as are basic city services like repairing our parks and 
infrastructure. If this measure passes, there will be cuts or no further enhancements to 
these priorities. 
 
 On any given Tuesday the Council can vote to spend on youth projects when funds are 
available. This measure locks up money for a youth fund, making it the only issue 
protected by the City Charter. That is poor fiscal stewardship of tax dollars and doesn’t 
address urgent constituent concerns. 
 
Uncertain economic times with high inflation and falling incomes are the worst possible 
conditions to pass ballot box budgeting. In fact, there is never a good time for it.  
 
Please vote NO on L 
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