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Type of Argument (in favor/against) In favor (rebuttal to argument against) 
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Election Date November 8, 2022 
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(Max 250 Words) 

 

 
Everyday, we see people in our city who desperately need help. 
 
Some are struggling with acute mental illness, dressed in rags, sleeping on strips of 
cardboard. Some live in tents perched on the edge of traffic lanes or under freeway 
ramps. All need help. 
 
There is nothing humane about leaving them where they are. 
 
Measure O requires the city to build more shelter. Within 90 days, the city will have 
to authorize 605 more beds and secure camping spaces. If those fill up, more must 
be added until the total reaches 3,023. These short-term emergency shelters form a 
crucial bridge where people can become stable and connect to social services and 
permanent housing.  
 
Measure O will require people experiencing homelessness to accept the offer of 
help, or move from where they are camping. This provision is just common sense. 
It’s hard to help someone when they’re living under a bridge. 
 
Measure O is not perfect, but it is far better than the status quo. The $5 million cap 
on city expenditures that opponents cite is needed to protect essential city services. 
The County, as the social services provider, has the resources needed to help people 
move from homelessness to self-sufficiency. The partnership agreement included in 
Measure O ensures a real city/county partnership that will make mental health, 
substance abuse and rehousing services more widely available within the city for 
those who need them.  
 
The status quo is a nightmare for everyone. Vote yes on Measure O. 
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