
Frequently Asked Questions 
 
Do I need a film permit when filming on private property? 
All commercial filming and still photography requires a permit whether on public or private property. 
Filming on a sound stage does not require a film permit. 
 
How much does a film permit cost?  
Sacramento Film + Media currently does not charge a permit fee. Beginning July 1, 2020 there will be a 
permit fee of $100 per two consecutive weeks or 10 locations. Student and non-profit films will receive 
a fee waiver. 
 
What are the requirements for student filmmakers?  
Submit a Permit Application, provide student ID, Certificate of Insurance, Endorsement Page, Teacher 
Approval Form, and Workers Compensation Waiver. 
 
Do I need insurance to obtain a film permit? 
Yes, insurance is required for ALL productions, no matter how small. 
 
Where do I buy insurance? 
You can find a list of insurance companies for low budget productions under Insurance Requirements. In 
addition, the City of Sacramento offers daily quotes for insurance. Please indicate you would like a quote 
when submitting your permit application (this will take 5-10 days). Sometimes homeowners’ policies can 
add this to an existing policy, so check with your parents or insurer.  
 
Must I provide workers compensation coverage if I don’t have any employees?   
You may submit a Workers Compensation Waiver letter if you have no employees. 
 
How much time does my permit cover? 
A permit has a maximum timespan of two consecutive weeks or 10 locations.  
 
How long before I receive my permit?  
You must submit your application five (5) business days in advance of filming. A simple application 
requiring no notification (B-roll filming) might be processed more quickly provided we have the 
insurance on file. A more involved permit requiring Noticing, Police, Street Closures, Parking, or 
coordination with California Film Commission, CHP and County can take up to 10 days once we receive 
all required paperwork. 
 
What are the notification requirements?   
You can find this information under Additional Information. 
 
What are the drone filming requirements?  
The drone operator must adhere to all FAA requirements, must submit a copy of the drone operator 
license, the drone registration, and insurance to Sacramento Film + Media. The drone operator is 
required to file all necessary paperwork with the FAA. The City of Sacramento does not have an official 
drone ordinance. It is important to note that we are in the vicinity of two major airports. 
 



I have a special event permit. Do I also need a film permit if I’m filming my event? 
Film permits are intended for use when filming is your primary business purpose or for commercial use. 
Special event permits cover a wider range of activity (for example, marches, concerts, public 
assemblies). A special event may include some limited on-site filming for documentation or publicity 
purposes, and this will not generally require a separate film permit. 
 
Where can I obtain information about the Film & TV Tax Credit Program offered by the State of 
California?  
Information about California’s $330 million annual Film & Television Tax Credit Program is available from 
the California Film Commission, which manages this program. More information can be found on 
the California Film Commission website. 
 
CONSTITUENT QUESTIONS 
 
I received notification about filming in my area. What should I do if I have questions?  
You may call Sacramento Film + Media at 916-808-2676 or contact the production company contact 
listed on the notification. 
 
How do I list my home or business as a filming location?   
Please e-mail Sacramento Film + Media at FilmOffice@cityofsacramento.org with information about 
your property, images, and contact information and we will keep this on file. 
 
What can I expect when my home or property becomes a film set?  
Here is a good resource from the California Film Commission. 
Your Property in a Starring Role 
 
How can I find production work? 
There are several directories where you should register.  
The Reel Directory, Sacramento Crew Calls  
 
How can I become an extra?  
There are several casting directories where you should register. Here are a few in our area.  
Forcier Casting, Sacramento Casting, Reel Directory, Backstage,  Production Hub  
 
How can I find out about productions currently in the area?  
For safety and security reasons, Sacramento Film + Media staff cannot release specific information 
about productions in the area. 
 

http://film.ca.gov/
mailto:FilmOffice@cityofsacramento.org
http://film.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/Your-Property-In-A-Starring-Role.pdf
https://www.reeldirectory.com/
https://crewcallssacramento.com/
https://forciercasting.com/
https://saccasting.com/
https://www.reeldirectory.com/
https://www.backstage.com/casting/
https://www.productionhub.com/directory/profiles/extras-agencies/us/california/sacramento

