
STORMWATER RATES: The Fund That Protects Our Streets
To continue protecting clean, local water, the City of Sacramento is considering a potential ballot measure to fund repairs, 
maintenance and improvements to its aging stormwater system, which protects homes, businesses, local rivers and water sources.

The measure would include an increase in fees paid by industrial, commercial and residential property owners, to do the following:

Protect drinking 
water quality  
and supplies

Keep toxic 
chemicals, sewage 
and human waste 

out of rivers  
and creeks

Prevent sewage 
and human waste 
from overflowing 

onto neighborhood 
streets

Provide safe, clean 
water for future 
droughts and 
emergencies

Replace aging 
and deteriorating 

pumps that 
prevent flooding

Repair aging water 
pipelines and 
infrastructure

All revenue raised would be used only for Sacramento’s 
stormwater system, subject to citizen oversight and public 
audits. A stormwater system fee has not been increased 
since 1996. Find more information at cityofsacramento.org/
Utilities/Water-Pollution-Flood-Prevention.

Water Pollution & Flood
PREVENTION MEASURE

Water Quality Chemist Lin Zhang’s 
top priority is to keep your drinking 
water safe—meeting or surpassing 
drinking water quality standards. 
She spends her work days in our 
lab analyzing water samples and 
performing routine monitoring. 

“Our monitoring process is very 
important,” Zhang explained.  

“It gives residents peace of mind knowing that we’re  
always watching to ensure the water is safe.”

Always Working 
To Protect You 
And Your Water
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MEET THE CHEMIST PROTECTING YOUR WATER QUALITY
In the lab, Zhang has also been a part of the certification 
and accreditation process to ensure all requirements 
are met. Zhang says the process involves a lot of 
documentation and that it’s one more way to ensure the all 
information is accurate. Residents can review water quality 
information in the annual Consumer Confidence Report and 
see the exact figures Zhang reviews on a daily basis.

Outside of work she enjoys traveling when able and getting 
close to nature.

View the CCR at cityofsacramento.org/utilities/ccr
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Keep Our Drains FOG FREE
Stop! Don’t pour your fats, oils and 
grease (known as FOG) down your  
sink. That is cooking oil, bacon grease, 
meat fat, lard, shortening, butter and 
salad dressings.

What’s the best way to keep your drains 
FOG and clog free? Pour it. Scrape it. 
Seal it. Trash it. Here’s how:

• Pour and scrape FOG into a disposal 
container.

• Seal the container.

• Trash the container in garbage can.

Visit sacramentofatfreedrains.com for 
more information.

FLOOD PREPAREDNESS IS KEY
Did you know that every county in California has been 
declared a federal flood disaster area at least once in the 
last 20 years? Even in periods of drought, it is important 
to have a game plan. You can be prepared for a flood 
emergency, and possible evacuation, before it happens.

BE AWARE 
Determine if your home is in a flood 
zone and talk with family members 
about where to go and what to do 
during a flood emergency.

BE PREPARED 
Create an emergency flood kit. Be  
sure to include important paperwork 
such as copies of insurance policies 

and birth certificates.

TAKE ACTION 
Follow the directions from the 

news media and by the Police 
and Fire Departments to 

ensure you are proceeding 
in a safe manner.

MCKINLEY WATER VAULT:  
FIVE THINGS TO KNOW

Have you seen the finished enhancements at McKinley 
Park? Now that McKinley Water Vault construction is 
complete, it’s a great time to check out all the new park 
enhancements! The McKinley Water Vault: 

Is a combined stormwater and wastewater storage 
tank meant to reduce flooding during big storms.

Can safely hold six million gallons of water.

Is designed for a 6-hour, 10-year storm event.

Is located beneath a new multi-purpose field 
located on the east side of McKinley Park.

Spans over 240 feet long and 300 feet wide.

For more information, visit cityofsacramento.org/
McKinleyWaterVault.

SEASONAL REMINDERS TO KEEP DRAINS CLEAR
Properly Dispose Your Leaves
From November to January it is important 
to follow these three steps when disposing 
of leaves to keep storm drains clear and the 
drainage system running properly all winter.

1. Fill your green waste bins before  
placing leaf piles in the street. They  
will get picked up 13 times from  
November through January while the  
claw will make seven collections.

2. Stack leaf piles three feet away from the 
gutter so rainwater can freely flow into the 
storm drain without clogging. Avoid placing 
piles in bike lanes, when possible.                                             

3. Place the pile six feet from any obstruction 
(cars, boats, basketball hoops etc.).
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